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In ia somen thircy yoars sincg the Writing Equipment Soceety
{WES)] was foarmsd andd Stose Hull's facksr was o of gur Qs
membeds. seon follewed by the young S3eve. aleeady an avid
oollector of fountain pens and mechanical pencils. Howeneg,
his inbecest extendad well bovond collecting: he wanted 10
mesparch the pens and the companies that made them =
many Bow eipotten. This was jusl whsat our infant Socity
wanied. Certaindy we were colloctors, traders and swappers,
baat aberee all whé wiantesd Lo pecand and disseiminate the sadly-
naglocted history and tochnology of wisting instruments and
their accessorios. I8 is ditficult 1o appreciabe now jast how Ltk
information was avallabie in those early doys, Today tho
aee booics by the dozen - many, it has to be said, listing who
made what and when, sthes than delving mose deaply inwe
design and compaey histories. Steve’s appeoach was difforent.
Ha wantied to know evverything, spending many hundmsds of
hctars scoarieeg compary neconds, archrves and patonds in cedes
ta supglement. his exensive collections of sdvertising mategal
and the pens thamsedves, Initially [ was WES Journal Editca,
=0 his material was pricehess, amd pulblished on a regular basis
o AN Appeeckative membarship. My wits, who typed up most
of the articles, soon becamd quite an axpart in meading his
hardwriting and even today he ig 80l & fepquent contnbutoy
v the Jowmmal. Bat his total contribution to the Secicty has
besen musch mmcee than just & series of inhomed anmbces he has
Bbaatya boan the flesy poant of call foe ary WES mombes needing
information, particulaily on English pens. It was tof this
andiess Bolp @ the Jowrnal and o mambers, givon 5o (neoly
ower 50 many years, that he was recently elected 1o be one of
fist Hon Vice-Pregidents.

With Steve's chosen specialisaticn in English pens, & was
inevitnble that Conwary Stewart would hold his particular
allection. Thess hosest, dependable, angencamis and alegant
pans alvenys had o loyal folbowing in thedr hepday = 1 wall
remember my own fom school days - and modern collectans
juss canmol got enough of these period itoms, Teday of coutse
the me-formed company has opted for the hooary markest, as the
pan and pencil middie-ground i@ once cocupsed has larpaly
disappeared, but the functional (i admirably conservativ)
design, the quality manulacture, plus those attractively
patsasreed and imnowntive materinks, by all contirued, Stoeve
s worked with the new company as corporate histosian, ard
adso with the varikus study groups on Conway Stesanet. history.
His reconds of the company are substanial, and ['m sune that
o of the biggest problems in peparing this book will haes baen
deciding just what to inchade o reject - if in doabt he would
oenainby inclode 8 | can qusranies Chat U sl sl b desa | e,
msbonitntive and pocumbe, 18 will be o meadable, infoematiee and
woedl-illusteated toxt providing Uhe deflnitiee relensnos on this
company and its products, Ho would acoopt nothing less.

Crocif Fioer MA PR
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In Seprambeg 1979 my boothor gove my Gather, Faanbk, theeo old
and, fremn memocy, failly nondescript vintape fourtain pens
for his bivthday. Af the time Dad was collecting stamps
(British Commonwealth) and [ was into cigametts lphters.
having ceased collecting stamps (British Calonses TH53-1070
some yeais sarlier. 1 sold most of my stamp collection i the
15808, but recently and scenewhat extravagantly (I ahould heve
used [he mondy (o buy pens’) re-purchased most of the QEIE
Colonies eazhy definitive sets, in a fit of noatalkgial

Dad, who started o slowly buikd & collection of pena from
1575, was ani of the onginal membens of the Writing Equipment
Society (WES) ard 1 weould cften goup 19 London wih him o
attend meetings. | particularly remember the super lunches
thas ahe then-chairman, Norris Gilbert, used 1o lay on at his
flat opposite RBegent's Park belore cach AGM. [ also wividly
mfedsmbar o Pazkor Mandarin Senior changing hands at ane of
these aarly meatings or £2.500

Ery 1960 thesn wane only Twa small bocks avadabie on collecting
founiain pens, both published in the LESA, by Clalf Law roncs
{1977 and Squart Schraider & Hoberta Etta {19800, though
these wene =500 followed ap by mone substantial Books by
Gdenn Bowen (Coflectible Fountrin Pens, 1982) and ancthor
by Clidf & Judy Lawenoe. [ cheacly remember reading these
g (pom coverto-cownr, severnl times, whilst cooped up
1 my hatel poom during & BusSness rip 0 Wt Belng in
January 1983 Lawrenoo, for many years, also produced a su-
Pt monahly Pan Fanciors” Cleb Magazine. Mot surprisingly,
none of these publicalens ncdaded much, il amhing. mistng
12 English pedna.

in 1980, and now living in Preston, Lancashine, | decided to
jaimh ity Bathies in colbasting pons. Hi would egulatly teawl tha
antiques shops and markets in Wiltshise and Somensot, whilst
[ ssapched in the Presscn ared. Even in thoso days these was
stuff competition - a vicar would often beat Dad 1o pens at the
matkets in Bath. and thoos was & chap in Preston who olten
seEmed 10 (et 10 the pens bedare [ did. we rever did meet of-
thes of these ohesrve characters!

Because so litthe was kknown or published about poens in thosse
dane. exoaps through the US publications aed. soan. thacagh
the Journals of the Wiiting Equipment Society), we decided
10 CORDENEEALD 0117 collocting naound tha LIS *Big Four' (Parkosr,
Waterman's, Shealfer ard Wahl Evershag) and. becsuse pong
voare 80 plantiful, would genetally pass up on pens by cthes
manafctusens. Thus, whils we ooukd genecally buy quality pens
far as little as £2 each (and solid gold examples for anownd
£307), we et haswe passed of somme [antastic Swane. Cnotcs
and Comway Stewarts (about which we koew |nttle). among
cebEe. though | do remember Boing wnable v resiss & super
overse Comway Stewart tan Duro ak £275.

As an eocamplie: of how Tibthe wae knew about pons i hose sarly
daya, it ia worth fecoanting Uhe Gime (n Im]mm&m
a long-established stationer's shop in Preston, which was

mmuummdﬂd leaanEasmy peena: i ha wiinow

Wiorw'!, we thought, looking at a wonderful, huge black pen.

thinking it to be a Watorman's Patrician, b lates discovesing
it was actiaally & Watsiman's 20 Salety® On anctber occasion
we bought an engine-turned sterling styba, not having the
[nanteat ihos Wil 8w (1 tarmesd i o be an AT Cross). And
we always got really excited at finding early Mabie Todd &
Basd Swans dvan plain bleck oxampled). apain mot having any
choar sdoa al their age or histary:

By 1984 I'd joined the WES in my own right and was soan
wiriting artkclos for the Journal, & partsoular Mvoaeie baing
tha histoey of Mabie Todd, over sevmcal ournals, not published
wlsewhote and based on cosginal mesearch. Scon aifter the
death of mry mothad in 1985, bedone which she'd insisted that
Dad eimburse me for any cutlay on pens (including two
fantastic Watosmar's 205 Satety pens in March 1963 & leas
than 000 doc the twal), Dad started to lose integest in pens
nnd | grachsally tock crer the colleciion, which numbesed some
2000 pans, pencils and siyvlos (450 Pazlear, 250 Waterman's,
400 Mabie Todd, 300 Conwary Strwart, 250 Do La Fooe and 350
‘gtheda’) ey the oned of 1987

in 19685 1 decided o specialise an the English By Thees (Ma-
b ToaddBwean, De La Rue/Onoto and Corway Stewart) and
peccoaded 1o slovly disposs of mest of the st of the ool lection
(Excluding any make of stylafink pencil and early Pasker
[neololds), including, much to my regret now, pens mads by
many of the smalles English mamufasturecs. AL around the
samme timae (in 1989) Andy Lambeou published his excelbent
first book - Fountain Pans, Vintege And Modarn - wihich, fot
the finst tieme in Ay pen book, gave some peomanenoe (o English
e ITSARUARCTLANETE.

By oarly 159594 the collection still pumbated some 2,000 kema.
e ek up of 550 Mabie Todd, 650 Contwary Sumwart, 00 De
La Fue, 100 or 50 stylosfink pencils and 100 Parker. the mest of
then Parkeess and all of the Waterman's and ‘othess” having been
soid or traded away in the inberwening six pears

It was Edwand Eklred’s photocopied, spialbr-bound Fsterman's
in England (01993 wolume, o compilnison of extracts and
aclveris (and not just Watesman's) taken ficm the stationery
trnde peess that gave e the sdom and the impetus, daring tbe
mid-19008, 1o concentiate on reesarch (ot the expense of

callecting, 1o some extent). | spent a great deal of time and

ey duging Uhis pericd sesking out and cbeaining phobooopies
of items from the stationory teode press, incloding soma
inpuastic dovails of leaser-known English pen makes {wiho no-
ot il Binve hoasd of Baloael], a8 well a5 4 weallh of micemation
on the Big Theee and impaorted pens. The resulis of this
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eottensivn reseanch bane insit in the many amscles publsshod in
thd WES Journals froen the mid-T000s (bo the peesent), as well
a5 in my book, co-nuthoned with Mike Bryan, on The Mepoune
Pon: A Hiztory of Burge Warren & Ridgk (2009,

Duning 1999 and 2000 [ wiote & series of monographs (about
80 im all - Potted Histories, Pen Paoneess, Pen Classics, Pen
Mystories, Pon Scandals, Pen Cusicesties oi) thas | intended
te publish in an all-embeacing, definitive history (including
imports) of the English Fountain Pen Industry, 18751575
Herweirved, aftos penning some 600000 woeds, 1 ssem 1o have
experienced writer's block in mid-2000 when trying to puat
togethor & detmdled (and very iMPOILaRY peocis, using savaral
soiarces, of the circumstancss surmsunding the sak of Thomas
D La Rue & Co Lid in 1921, This book remains wnfinshed,
though seweral of the monographs (in extended form) have
appeaced in ecent WES Journals, and [ intend getting back
o it i the yeass ahesd (afver Books on the Omoto and Makie
Toadd)

[ was made redundant in May 2004 and decided to make a
BLATE an A ook dotailing the history of Comsay Stowar.,
| managed to got quste & bat of detail wrtten but, shot of
ongh, [ leund apsthar b and did not have the time bo dedscate
Lo thie ook Ancthor redundancy in Al 2008 aparmed me on
ngain o g the ook completed. 1 bope you enjoy the result!
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The Comway Pump-Action Pen

{ Frank Jarvis - Managing Director and Salesman Supreme

Chapter 1: 1905-1918 —~
pter h%}[}
The Early Years \"}}( ®

Paternoster Row

Early Business

[ Cash Beok |

George Shand Lid

Why Conwway Stewart?

‘Their First Pen - The Tmprowved Post

Their First Factary
| Vulcanite |

Howard Garner — Sleeping Partner?
A Cloge-Enit Community in Shepherds Bush
The Great War



19515118 Tha Early Tears

Thair Furst Factory

Al around the time of the company's incorpoenticn as o limitod
liability company in 1903, when the authorised capital
consisted of U000 cedinsry L1 shares and 000 predoponos
of L1, Frank larvis's beother, Stanley. jotned the Brm on
& lalk-vims bass Some cieme altes this, in ampund 1912, Conway
Steveart oocupied o small (nctory in Southweark Street. Lomndon
SEL Southwark Breet is only a stont's throw [rom Westo
Stppat, Hermondsyy, S5, the hoame of Mabee Todd & Co's liat
Lemdan factony o ]190E)

The factory was at 23 Southwark Strest, listed in 1916 &8 tha
lcaticn of Thames Side Pen Works Led, a company that was
almost cortaindy wholly or partly swned by Cormvay Stivwart
Hiée & small stafl was accommodated to maks and assemble
pana. presumably im the aamae Syhes and lof the aamss type of
cusiomer that they had handled carlior, Productson contsnond

e umtal & beaat 1021

CHBoes wese still maintamed in the Crty, thowogh by 1912 they
o o 33 Paverncstes Row, the former then
cupled by W May Lid, postoasd publishers wha, cortaindy
6. wose ales invahed in the marisctome ard sale of
fountain pens

haed sncreesd |

Corway Stowearts fanh in chein syringe-fllenpump-esticn
pen, which had been muoch disoredsted whon they flost took it

n. pabd oll and it repoitedly bacams ané of the “most sakis
-toey lines of pons avor put on the meagket”, It was the prob-
ably the ficst ol the range of pens to be made at the South
WilK SUhebl ERCtofy and, wih GlherE i the if's tandd. wWas
targeted at the masses; advertising particular styies of pens
I price was ol Conway Suewan's Gelkd. VG (hall &
guineal, in those days a geeat doad of monery, was tha mongnised

&t | i

LAl pEsce 167 & ‘standacd fountain pon. Unlike thair magor
competitors, thay balipaed Lhat thair expartiss lay in
marudacturing pens for and supplying them in bulk to the
tenchy, mchor tha By schearisandg and petailineg i s products,
a palicy they mgedly adhened (o unkll TEFES

B Tt Thaemess Sida Pen Works, o192
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Chapter 2: 1919-1929 ) ig}
The Roaring Twenties MTAE

Thres Mew Directors
! The Firat Lever-fillers
31 832 3hoe Lane and Goswell Road
Speedy Fhil
The Pixie, the Universal and the Durs-Poiot
SPATA, Conway Stewart and the Sporting Ballot
Horario Bottomley, British United Pen Works and John Bull
N The Dinkie
Harry Worth - Chief Traveller
| Casein |
T5-22 5Shoa Lane
ﬂ Tha Dandy
The Duro
‘COrevr-Brand' (or imprint’) Pens
Gold Starry
An Extensive Range of Fountain Pens and Pencils
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Casain, a by-peoduct of milk. was supplicd by & spocialisy plas-
stuner, British Xylonite (BX) in oods i

i beie) AL Dbl BoaE Peoducad (h O Of DWW Wass altlbr B s

1o’ manude opposed Lo

straightionward extrusion process, aithes in mono or b

any coloul coniBguration obwvicusly Deing longe
other method involeed making & bliock. P
ahil. peions And bBabids ol caBbin wWedd koacsd & péuas
ardd subescted 1o & pressund of Lwo Lons per squace inch. The
mesultant biock, waighing about 2.5 hundredesight was then
b inAG fods using & singhe fing cutter, & [Eidy lengthy pros-
o=, but necessanly so bearing in mind the soft nnkuns of the
pan-peocessed cabkin. By warving the thickness, colous, o
and amounts of the unseasoned material poing into the block
& considarabde and sl
oould ba obtaired and, of ¢
obtakired by axtnesion. The rod (nom both procEERes Wks
it (hasderssd) by immensnon in dibats eemakdelneds bofiors
baing despaichod o customess whe Boted oul the contze of
thie oo and peoliled and otherwise machinesd the exberios 1o
their cwn requisemonis.”

variely ol colo

arss quikte diffes

BEX's production of cas

ot thad ssang i Dlock and wonh “1ha

had &n cvecall mottled configumation in simphe o multi-ookour
mEliapes. A thin, bl

K o other wiggly lengitudingd ling in the
1o winhdl indicabe

bpchnecinn in the Enowiedgenbio Dopding of piEmsents and

ollesd aganis

The foed was ot to length, drilksd thres times o e Coffecs

fr diamseter and depth and the resuliant cap and bareel
whagt thaoadad - of thid inaise of the cap and the catssde of tha
Earrel. Th ciscular gooowe insscde Lhe barpel 1o take the leves
WiinD TENg Wis lso cut At this fime. The ofds of 0&ch paet Wi
ehaged and the bamel milled for the bever slot badars thiry wese
PRmoel In m ey KEn foz @ porkodd o stakilisa tha mntozisl abues
all this machining

Cacssin wiss ooy Lo mnaching, though somenviaat bk il undue
pressute wns beought to boar in the wiong place ar ot the
wTeng time, whilat Drasching out’ the levet alot, fof inatance
Druging the 19608 thes mstegial was peremndly wsed in the chasage
midala (Fuch as tha 15167 ard Y53 ) and was typically

available in Black and thaes mottled, or marbled, pattocns - a
difforent. pattorn for esch moded type - with green. red and
Edus e peedominant colouans

e Thuh dubaini! fooden i) ey Dkt oM Basdd Bt Moo Lk i 1-11)
afti e Pragaiod rnamsbess 10 incloabe T pusiferm fioul nol e codourk, Plan
Eapbziarind] Chrnkdain Sftin Ml @ "G o, Tl firddl Colour fulrmi (102 14 -
peared in adverising from aboul 1828 whilst oiher oolowr nasmes [15-18)
B i ey ey bemarnel easliogd ar M plhien ot Do of D 408
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British Pens & Writing Sets.
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Owarlays and Hallmacks: 19081941

The Sret Comway Stowart ‘ovorladd’ (o fully-mounted) pens
bl introduoed soon afver the end of e Gaest War. Known as
Preseninticn Pons’ thay wars inicially availabds aa ED-T1lkds in
atogling sibver and colled gold, eithar Bligree or engime-tumned
mrd motadled &y 15/

Iaring Uhe peeaic] Croen thes eady 15208 urtal 1934, when Comaney
Stewart segistered thear own makers matk, oo ‘gokd and silved
mcunbers of ‘workers”, were invohved in providing molled gold
and peocious meetal ovatlays on Doy SHEWart pens, whilst
two others, in the late 19205 and daring the 1930
mEpectively, made salid gold mounts, o bands

Widimsrg Lidd - Foandesd in 1802 s kesowen ms Widmaoes Lid in
1916, Harry Alphonse Widmes was & ditector of the company
which opesated from I3 Clotkenwall Rond, ECL. Widmar's
makef's maik was WSLD {eegisteced in Lomdon in 1918 and
s pigristored i 1923 which i8 to bo lound on both Dinkie and
Presanlation hvec-Slling pens Sct and stozlingl. as well s
Onndy-size ELS. during the peacd 1922 w0 1529

A WELD et Londan 1R22

T

Ermibs Valentins Jarry - Baorm in 1870 amd living in Crickhewoesd,
London M, Jarry was & ‘mansges, bullion reflnery” in 1911 and
a dimsstar of Rschard Buckland Lid in August 1024, when he
rngiatarsd his maker's maik, az EV.J). in Londen. Ha was
described as o gold and sibver worke® with o business sddness
ot Hadyn Pank Woaks, Askew Road, Shephesds Bush, Loadon
W, Jdarey had sold his business apdior premises (o Johnson
Batthey (who cotupied the Hadyn Park Warks foc manmy years)
by 28 Fabiuary 1950, whan hiz makes's mark was canoalhed
Jammy's mark is often found on sclid 180t gold cap and barcol
bands of the kate 15208

& BV 1801 London 1528

Johnson Matthey & Co Lid = Dates back to 1817 when Peschnl
Marton Johnsshn 6t up in Business at 70 Hattas Ganden
EC1 nssaying and efining peeciows metals for the pesalleny
teace. By the 1920s the company wene making small pans
Ior English pon and poncl manudaciarers. Hovwewver, they did
mat register thedr own meaker’s mark, JME&Co, in London until
1550 and cheir mark is often Mound on Solid 9t and 161 gold
cop and bareel bands

& WELD Sharkng London 1923

Willsnm John Ayms - Based in Claglsnwall, EC1, William John
Agies: book v James Aoees's business in 19053, when his maket's
mark. WA, was mgesteged in London. WA maks are to b
found on the precipas matal vorlays of Dinke, Dandy and
largat modals Mo the early 19208 until about 1940

& WLIA Hierling London 1834

i JMECo Dt London 10036

Ini Septermber 1804 Coney Steweart finally cegistensd Chear
i menken s matk in London, OS80a which ia often dound on
cap and barnel bands during the peasod 1934-1941. The CSECH
matk wag aled regietaied At the Birmingham Assay Ofice, &n
June 1839, and is w0 be found on the Conway Stewnat Mo 60
Pl i steilang sibeer, made or Cornwr Seevant By Wim Colliss
al Birmingham

& GELCD 18] London 1940
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Dandy In Stwing 1504; Dandy in BG ¢1908; RO ution-fle 1008
Losnd-Hill (biTh il evre-nd]) in Sherking WA 1904 Lorvsr-filles in
Ginrng YWLAA 1805 Mo 60 Pencl in Seding G300 Binringtam 1909 ¥ /i Preseniation Pen in Boi WA 1831




" The Pen with the Marvellous Nib

Chapter 4: 1935-1938
Going Public

Conversion: Private to Public
Sale Prospectus

Profitability

Sale of the Shares

New Directors

Bab Fry

More Pencils

New Models and Colours + 4
Cracked lce

' Sectet of Success ﬂ.ﬁ-‘j
1936 Results

An Interesting Pen Lecture

The Ink Visible

. How to be a Successful Fountain Pen Retailer

brings a
Promise of new records in

the Sale of (onway Stewart

Pens and Writing Sets

EARTY THANKS TO ALL OUR FRIENDS
IN THE STATIONERY TREADE EAR Tucio |l
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Siaterasty DanD Wmipind

B Tha Corveiny peend, © 1930 1037
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Chapter b: 1939-1948 e
War and Post-War: Restrictions and Rationing %"i_@

The Pen of Pens

Fartress Shoe Lana
Limitation of Supplies Orders from the Board of Trade
Purchase Tax
The Blitz
A Brave and Vigilant Fire Watcher
Further Restnctions
Export ard Overseas Distributors
Improved Supply?
: The Fountain Pen Manufacturers’ Association
i Approved Modal Range
Pancils and Other Products
Munitions’ Production
Anticipated Post-War Trade
Marking Timel
. Changes to Approved Model Range

A British Intelligence Report on the German Fountain Pen
Industry in 1946

- Howard Gatner Retires

!.. Contimuing Bestricticns
1‘.I.Infair (7] Competition and the Last of the Austerity’ Models
«New Dinkie Factory




Chapter 6: 1949-1954
New Products And A New Factory

The New Range

‘The Death of Kennath Jarvis

The Last Days at Shee Lang

The Mew Factoryin Copperfield Road, Mile End
[ Cellulodd |

Metal and Vulcanite Pars

Gold Nibs

Assembly and Finishing

Hilda Gregory - My Time-at Conway Stewart |
Packing and Despatch

Security at Copperfield Road

Another Pan Robbery?

High Days and Holidays

Ethos

Gresham Pen Store

The 100 and Other New Pens

|
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Chapter 9. 1975
Finis
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How they wrote ‘finis' to a famous fountain pen
_Act One

.J_Iu:r. Two
. _Act Three

;T Postscript - Answer from the Valleys
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