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How the journey works

MapyMath’s questions are grouped at fi rst by 

the six world regions on the left of the page. 

Under every region, you’ll solve one question 

for each of the fi ve subjects: Geography, 

Society, Government, Economics, Multi-Topic 

(two or more of the other subject areas).

In total that’s 30 interesting math questions 

about the world.

Start by thinking carefully about what each 

question is asking, show your logic and answer, 

and check it using the separate Answer Key. 

Keep track of your success with this booklet’s 

Scoring Summary, and enjoy the journey!

What’s inside

this booklet?
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 1   Suriname is South America’s smallest country. 49⁄50 of its land is 
dense forests – which is the highest share in the world! What part of every 1 
km² of Suriname, in decimal format, does not have forests?

Question 2   100 years ago, Las Vegas had only 1,000 people, but it has grown 
quickly. Now the city is home to 581,000 people! On average, how many 
people has Las Vegas increased its population by each year? Hint: cancel “0s” 
where you can.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 3   The US Constitution has seven original sections called “Articles”, 
as well as 27 changes called “Amendments” – out of the 11,700 attempts to 
amend it since 1789! What fraction of attempts to amend the US Constitution 
has been successful? Simplify as much as possible. Hint: divide by nine to 
simplify.

Question 4   Canada’s money is nicknamed the “Loonie” for the loon bird on 
its $1 coin – though it’s the penny, each worth $0.01, that’s created debate. 
Canada spent 1.6 times its value to create one penny. Now it’s out of use. What 
was the cost in dollars to produce one penny? Hint: you’ll need three decimal 
places.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 5   1⁄6 of average income in the US is spent on healthcare – the 
world’s highest level. The average income per person is $54,000. How much 
does an average American spend per year for healthcare? Hint: it’s easier if you 
start by ignoring the “000”, and add it at the end.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 6   Russia’s Lake Baikal is the world’s largest and oldest lake. The lake 
has 23,000 km³ of fresh water – 0.2 of every 1.0 km³ of the world’s fresh water. 
How many km³ of total fresh water are in the world? Hint: it’s easier if you start 
by ignoring the “000”, and add it at the end.

Question 7   Most countries have one mother tongue: France’s French, 
Germany’s German, Italy’s Italian, etc. But Switzerland is complex! For 1⁄5 of 
Swiss people it’s French, three times this fi gure German and 0.8 million people 
Italian. Switzerland has 8.0 million people. How many people have another 
mother tongue?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 8   Sir Winston Churchill was famous as UK Prime Minister in 
World War II, but also for changing political parties! After eight years as a 
Conservative, Churchill spent 20 years as a Liberal. He ended his career 
as a Conservative for 10⁄7 of his 28-year career before then. How long was 
Churchill’s career?

Question 9   People with assets like cash, properties and businesses that total 
>$1 billion are considered “billionaires”. There are 1,250 billionaires globally; 25 
fewer than 1⁄10 of them live in Russia. How many billionaires are Russian?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 10   Ireland has the world’s highest rate of Internet use: 98 out 
of every 100 people can access the Internet. Ireland in total has 5.0 million 
people. How many don’t have Internet access?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 11   The Gobi Desert, which is partly in China and partly in Mongolia, 
is the world’s third-largest desert at 1.3 million km². China’s total area is 9.6 
million km², and Mongolia’s total area is 1.6 million km². How many “Gobi 
Deserts” could fi t fully in the total area of China and Mongolia?

Question 12   Australia’s Indigenous population – the fi rst people to live in 
Australia – have been in the country for more than 50,000 years. Today, there 
are 0.6 million Indigenous Australians, out of the country’s 24 million total 
population. What fraction of Australians are Indigenous? Simplify as much as 
possible.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 13   Japan has had four Emperors over the past 150 years: Meiji for 
45 years, Taisho for 31 years fewer than Meiji, Hirohito for 49 years more than 
Taisho, and Akihito who has served since Hirohito and still does today. How 
long has Akihito been Japan’s Emperor?

Question 14   China produces more energy than any other country, at 2.61 
billion barrels of oil per year. It also uses more energy than any other country, 
at 3.02 billion barrels. How much more is China’s use than its production, 
which is what it needs to buy from other countries?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 15   For every 10 people living in the Philippines, there’s one person 
of Philippines origin living in other countries. Many send back some of their 
income to their families in the Philippines – totaling $30 billion out of its $300 
billion economy. What part of every $1.00 comes from people living abroad?   

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 16   The Aral Sea, which spans Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, was once 
the world’s fourth-largest lake at 68,000 km². Since the 1960s, 0.9 of every 1.0 
km² of the lake dried-up because water evaporated or fl owed into rivers. How 
many km² dried-up in total?

Question 17   Most countries have a similar number of males and females. 
India, though, has the highest ratio of males to females in South Asia: 108 
males for every 100 females. What fraction of India’s people are female? 
Simplify as much as possible.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 18   The fi rst and only time a women led a Central Asian country was 
Kyrgyzstan’s Roza Otunbayeva. She became the Prime Minister after the “Tulip 
Revolution” caused the previous leader to leave. She started on April 7, 2010 
and ended on December 1, 2011. How many full months did she serve?

Question 19   India’s government has $19.5 billion of savings in gold – one of 
the world’s highest. The country has 1.3 billion people. What value does India’s 
government have of gold saved per person? Hint: “billions” cancel each other 
out when dividing.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 20   The Maldives, made up of 1,200 islands in the Indian Ocean, is 
one of the world’s least crowded countries. Its 400,000 people live on 1⁄6 of the 
islands (“inhabited”). The rest have nobody living on them. On average, how 
many people live on every one of the inhabited islands? Hint: cancel “0s” where 
you can.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )



10 of 14MapyMath  |  Age 10-11  |  January 2018

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 21   Algeria is Africa’s largest country, with an area of 2.4 million km². 
5⁄6 of the country’s area is the Sahara Desert. This desert spans across multiple 
countries, and its total area is 9.2 million km². How many km² of the Sahara 
Desert is outside Algeria?

Question 22   Niger has among the world’s youngest populations; 60 out of 
every 100 people are under 20 years old! If its population age <20 is spread 
evenly across 20 years, how many out of every 100 people are 10 years old?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 23   Rwanda has the world’s highest representation of women in 
parliament at 64 out of every 100 members. What’s the ratio of men to women 
in Rwanda’s parliament? Simplify as much as possible.

Question 24   Many people face diffi  culty fi nding jobs, and that’s true for 
Mauritania more than for any other country: 30 out of every 100 working-age 
adults have no job. The country has 2.0 million working-age adults. How many 
are unemployed?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 25   Burj Khalifa tower in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, is the world’s 
tallest building. It’s 815 m tall, with 163 fl oors! How high is the Burj Khalifa’s 
average fl oor?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Question 26   As the continental plates in the Earth’s crust shift slowly apart, 
the Atlantic Ocean grows wider by 10 cm each year. In how many years will the 
Atlantic Ocean become 1 km wider? Hint: there are 100 cm in 1 m, and 1,000 m 
in 1 km.

Question 27   There are 7.2 billion people on Earth. It increases annually by 60 
million people. How many people will live on Earth in 10 years? Hint: 1 million 
is equal to 0.001 billion.

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Question 28   The Hague, Netherlands-based International Criminal Court 
started in 1998, and had 92 countries as members by 2003. In 2008, the 
number of members had increased by 4⁄23. It added another 14 members by 
2013, and there are two more members today. How many members does the 
Court have today?

Question 29   $200 billion is spent each year globally on toys and games. The 
ratio of the money spent on video games to all of the other toys and games is 
3:5. What is spent on video games each year?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Question 30   The world’s largest ocean is the Pacifi c Ocean. Across the ocean 
the length is 19,800 km, which is half of the complete distance around the 
world. What’s the total distance around the world?

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )

Answer: Correct +2 (   )     Partially Correct +1 (   )     Incorrect +0 (   )
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Here’s where you’ll add-up and track your score! Please see the Answer Key for 

correct answers and suggested logic.

+2 means the answer and logic are correct. +1 means the answer is correct but 

logic is unclear or missing; incorrect answer but correct logic; an error in units; or 

another partially-correct response. +0 means the answer and logic are incorrect.

Americas
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