
The nine who decide in the US
The country's Supreme Court has great power in matters of the law

Question 1  There are nine judges on the Supreme Court of the United 

States. In a court case, the side that gets the support of the majority of 

judges wins. How many judges does it take to have a majority?

Question 2  49⁄50 of the federal legal cases in the United States are resolved 

by courts below the level of the Supreme Court. Out of every 100 cases, 

how many does the Supreme Court resolve?

Question 3  In its 232 year history, 17 judges have served as Chief Justice 

of the Supreme Court of the United States. On average, how many years 

has each Chief Justice served? Round your answer to the nearest full year.

Question 4  The Supreme Court of the United States hears 80 cases per 

year for one hour each. If it takes 0.5 minutes to ask a question and 2.5 

minutes to respond, how many questions are asked each year? 
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 5 judges

Solution. 9 - 5 = 4. 5 > 4.

Question 2 Answer. 2 cases

Solution. 1 - 49⁄50 = 1⁄50 = 2⁄100

Question 3 Answer. 14 years

Solution. 232 ÷ 17 = 13.6, which rounds to 14

Question 4 Answer. 1,600 questions

Solution. 80 x 60 ÷ (2.5 + 0.5) = 4,800 ÷ 3 = 1,600

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

The Supreme Court of the United States has nine judges

It takes a majority of judges' support to win a case

2% of federal legal cases are decided by the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court has been active since 1789

It's had 17 Chief Justices since its founding

The Supreme Court spends one hour to hear arguments in each case

It hears on average 80 cases per year

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about the 
Supreme Court of the United States.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 

to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 

your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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