
The mighty US Dollar
It isn't just used in the United States; the US Dollar has global infl uence!

Question 1  Out of all of the money that central banks of countries around 

the world hold, three-fi fths of it is in US Dollars! How would you write this 

as a fraction?

Question 2  There are more US Dollars circulating abroad, $1.1 trillion, than 

in the US, $0.9 trillion! If you add up these two numbers, is it necessary to 

keep a decimal point in the number?

Question 3  $1 bills last fi ve years on average, since they're used often; 

$100 bills last 300% the time of $1 bills; and coins last 2⁄3 longer than $100 

bills, even though they're used often. For how long does a coin last?

Question 4  40 million bills are printed daily! The number of $1 and $100 

bills is equal; the number of $2, $5, $10 and $50 bills is equal; the ratio of 

$1 to $2 bills is 6:1; and 1⁄5 are $20 bills. Is total value possible to compute?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 3⁄5

Solution. n/a

Question 2 Answer. No

Solution. 1.1 + 0.9 = 2.0 = 2

Question 3 Answer. 25 years

Solution. 5 x 3 = 15; 15 x 2⁄3 = 10; 15 + 10 = 25

Question 4 Answer. Yes

Solution. 12($1) + 12($100) + 2($2) + 2($5) + 2($10) + 2($50) + 8($20) satisfi es the ratios

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

3⁄5 of money in the world's central banks are US Dollars

$2.0 trillion of US Dollars are in circulation

$1.1 trillion circulates outside the US and $0.9 trillion in the US

$1 bills last fi ve years; $100s 25 years; coins 40 years

40 million bills are printed daily

12 million of each of $1s and $100s are printed daily

Eight million $20s and two million of each of $2s, $5s, $10s and $50s are printed daily 

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about the US 
Dollar.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 

to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 

your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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