
Swiss watches: just on time!
Switzerland is known for precise timepieces and timeliness

Question 1  Out of every 10 Swiss-made watches that are exported—sold 

abroad—two go to China, one to the United States and smaller numbers 

elsewhere. Is the share that go to China and the United States over 1⁄2?

Question 2  Switzerland's watch exports fell from 21.72 billion Swiss Francs 

in 2019 to 16.98 billion Swiss Francs in 2020. What was the diff erence in 

the value of exports between 2019 and 2020?

Question 3  In a typical year, Switzerland's watch exports average 20 

billion Swiss Francs, and the average watch is worth 1,000 Swiss Francs—

the world's highest. How many watches does it export annually?

Question 4  If the price of a Swiss watch is x, an American watch 0.15x, 

and a German watch 2⁄3 of an American watch, what fraction of the value 

of a Swiss watch is the value of a German watch?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. No

Solution. 10 ÷ 2 = 5. 2 + 1 = 3. 3 < 5.

Question 2 Answer. 4.74 billion Swiss Francs

Solution. 21.72 - 16.98 = 4.74

Question 3 Answer. 20 million watches

Solution. 20,000,000,000 ÷ 1,000 = 20,000,000 or 20 million

Question 4 Answer. 1⁄10

Solution. 0.15 x 2⁄3 = 0.1. 0.1 ÷ 1 = 1⁄10.

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

2⁄10 of Swiss watches are exported to China, the world's highest

1⁄10 of Swiss watches are exported to the United States

Switzerland's watch exports were 21.72 billion Swiss Francs in 2019

Its watch exports were 16.98 billion Swiss Francs in 2020

The average Swiss watch is sold for 1,000 Swiss Francs

American watches are sold for 15% of Swiss watches on average

German watches are sold for 10% of Swiss watches on average 

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about Swiss 
watches.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 

to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 

your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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