
Ottoman Empire's Sultans
From its base in modern day Turkey, Sultans ruled the Ottoman Empire!

Question 1  The Ottoman Empire had 36 diff erent leaders called Sultans. 

What's this number rounded to the nearest 10?

Question 2  Suleyman I held offi  ce for 46 years—the Ottoman Empire's 

longest-serving leader. Its fi rst leader, Osman I, served for 27 years. Did 

Osman I serve more years, or fewer years, than half of Suleyman I's time?

Question 3  Over its 623 years from 1299 to 1922, the Ottoman Empire 

had 36 Sultans. What's the average number of years over which each 

Sultan held offi  ce, rounded to the nearest full year?

Question 4  Three Ottoman Sultans served during two periods—shown by 

x years, then y years: Murad II for x = 23, y = (x-3) ÷ 4; Mehmed II for x = 30, 

y = x(10%); and Mustafa I for x = 1, y = x. What's their total years in offi  ce?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 40 leaders

Solution. The fi nal digit, 6, rounds up, so 36 rounds to 40

Question 2 Answer. More years

Solution. 46 ÷ 2 = 23. 27 > 23.

Question 3 Answer. 17 years

Solution. 622 ÷ 36 = 17.3, which rounds to 17

Question 4 Answer. 63 years

Solution. 23 + ((23-3) ÷ 4) + 30 + (30 x 0.1) + 1 + 1 = 23 + 5 + 30 + 3 + 1 + 1 = 63

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

The Ottoman Empire was led by 36 diff erent Sultans

The fi rst Sultan was Osman I, who served for 27 years

The longest-serving Sultan was Suleyman I for 46 years

The Ottoman Empire lasted 623 years (1299 to 1922)

Murad II served for 23 years, then later for fi ve years

Mehmed II served for 30 years, then later for three years

Mustafa I served for one year, then later for one year

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about the 
Ottoman Empire's Sultans.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 

to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 

your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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