
New Zealand's pioneering leader
Jacinda Ardern is one of New Zealand's youngest ever Prime Ministers

Question 1  Jacinda Ardern became involved in New Zealand politics at 
the age of 17. Two decades later, she become Prime Minister. How old was 
she when she became Prime Minister?

Question 2  Jacinda Ardern's Labour Party received 46 seats in New 
Zealand's 120-member legislature in the 2017 election. How many 
members from other parties needed to support her to control a majority?

Question 3  By giving birth to a baby girl in 2018, Jacinda Ardern became 
the fi rst leader of any country in 7⁄25 of a century to do so while in offi  ce. 
When was the last time a country's leader gave birth while in offi  ce?

Question 4  While Jacinda Ardern's party elected 46 members to New 
Zealand's 120-member legislature in 2017, it received 36% of the vote. Was 
its percent of members higher or lower than its percent of votes? 
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 37 years

Solution. 17 + (10 x 2) = 17 + 20 = 37

Question 2 Answer. 15 members

Solution. (120 ÷ 2) + 1 - 46 = 61 - 46 = 15

Question 3 Answer. 1990

Solution. 2018 - 100 x 7⁄25 = 2018 - 28 = 1990

Question 4 Answer. Higher

Solution. 46 ÷ 120 = 38%. 38% > 36%.

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

Jacinda Ardern became involved in politics at the age of 17

She become New Zealand's Prime Minister at the age of 37

She gave birth to a baby girl in 2018

It was the fi rst time since 1980 a leader gave birth while in offi  ce

Her Labour Party received 36% of the vote in 2017

It received 46 seats in the 120-member legislature in 2017

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about New 
Zealand's pioneering leader?

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 
to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 
your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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