
Kazakhstan's energy-fueled economy
This Central Asian giant powers its economy from under the ground

Question 1  7⁄10 of the money that Kazakhstan earns from exports—what 
it sells to other countries—comes from energy. How many cents out of 
every $1 of Kazakhstan's exports are sales of energy?

Question 2  Kazakhstan sells energy and other goods to many countries, 
with its largest buyer, China, representing just $12.50 out of every $100 of 
exports. What share of every $100 of exports go to other countries?

Question 3  Exports are essential to Kazakhstan, representing $80 
billion out of its $180 billion economy. What are exports as a percent of 
Kazakhstan's economy, rounded to the nearest 1⁄10 of 1%?

Question 4  In 2020, one US Dollar equaled 400 Kazakhstan Tenge. The 
Tenge strengthens if oil prices rise, so fewer are needed for one US Dollar. 
If it becomes 100% stronger, how many are needed for one US Dollar?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 70 cents

Solution. 7⁄10 = 70⁄100

Question 2 Answer. $87.50

Solution. 100 - 12.50 = 87.50

Question 3 Answer. 44%

Solution. 80⁄180 = 4⁄9 = 44.4%

Question 4 Answer. 200

Solution. 400 ÷ 2 = 200

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

Energy represents 7⁄10 of Kazakhstan's exports

China buys 12.5% of Kazakhstan's exports—its largest buyer

Kazakhstan exports $80 billion of products per year

The country's economy totals $180 billion per year

In 2020, 400 Kazakhstan Tenge equalled one US Dollar

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about 
Kazakhstan's economy.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 
to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 
your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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