
Japan's innovative economy
It's among the world's economic powers, from cars to electronics and beyond!

Question 1  The world's top three car makers are China at 24 million per 

year, Japan at 16 million fewer than China and Germany at one-quarter of 

China. Which country makes the second most cars: Japan or Germany?

Question 2  Japan has high-end technology because each year it spends 

one hundred fi fty-six million, one hundred thousand dollars on research 

and innovation—the third highest globally! What is this in numeric form?

Question 3  Japan sends things it makes all across the world with its 3,800 

ships—the world's third most! If 10% of them are in Japan's ports loading 

items, and 10% are offl  oading at their destinations, how many are at sea?

Question 4  All of Japan's innovation and exporting make the country the 

world's third largest economy at $4.875 trillion per year! The country has 

125 million people. What's Japan's average annual income per person?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. Japan

Solution. 24 - 16 = 8. 24 ÷ 4 = 6. 8 > 6.

Question 2 Answer. $156,100,000

Solution. n/a

Question 3 Answer. 3,040 ships

Solution. 3,800 - (3,800 ÷ 10) - (3,800 ÷ 10) = 3,800 - 380 - 380 = 3,040

Question 4 Answer. $39,000

Solution. 4,875,000,000,000 ÷ 125,000,000 = 4,875,000 ÷ 125 = 39,000

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

Japan makes eight million cars per year

Its research and innovation spending is $156.1 million per year

The country has 3,800 ships

Its economy is $4.875 trillion per year

There are 125 million people in Japan

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about Japan's 
innovative economy?

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 

to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 

your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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