
India's incredible languages
No country has more diversity of languages and dialects than India!

Question 1  While India has hundreds of dialects of languages, currently it 

has 22 offi  cial languages—an increase of eight from the number it initially 

called offi  cial languages. Did the number of offi  cial languages double?

Question 2  Very few people in India consider English as their mother 

tongue, but three of every 10 people speak English as their 2nd 
or 3rd 

language! What fraction of India's people don't speak English?

Question 3  40% of India's people speak Hindi as their mother tongue, and 

1⁄4 speak Hindi as their 2nd or 3rd language. What percent of India's people 

speak Hindi as one of their languages?

Question 4  India's top mother tongues are Hindi at 40% of people; 

Bengali at 8%; Telugu, Marathi and Tamil each at 7%; and Urdu and Gujarati 

each at 1⁄20 of the population. What percent have other mother tongues?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. No

Solution. 22 - 8 = 14; 14 x 2 = 28; 22 < 28

Question 2 Answer. 7⁄10

Solution. 1 - 3⁄10 = 7⁄10

Question 3 Answer. 65%

Solution. 40% + 1⁄4 = 40% + 25% = 65%

Question 4 Answer. 21%

Solution. 100% - 40% - 8% - (3 x 7%) - (2 x 1⁄20) = 100% - 40% - 8% - 21% - 10% = 21%

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

India had 14 offi  cial languages initially

It has 22 offi  cial languages today

3⁄10 of people speak English as their 2nd or 3rd language

40% speak Hindi as their mother tongue

1⁄4 speak Hindi as their 2nd or 3rd language

Aside from Hindi, 39% speak one of six other mother tongues

21% speak another mother tongue not noted above

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about India's 
languages.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 

to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 

your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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