
The Gulf's oil riches
More energy comes from the Middle East than any other region

Question 1  Out of the world's top 10 producers of oil, fi ve are in the 
Middle East's Gulf region: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait. Is this more than, less than or equal to half of the top 10 countries?

Question 2  The Gulf's largest oil source, Saudi Arabia, produces 12.3 
million barrels per day. Iran, Iraq, United Arab Emirates and Kuwait 
combined produce 15.5 million. What's these countries total production?

Question 3  Saudi Arabia has 17.2% of world oil reserves—oil that's still in 
the ground. Iran has 9.0%, Iraq 8.5%, Kuwait 5.9% and United Arab Emirates 
5.7%. What percent of oil reserves is in the rest of the world?

Question 4  If the Gulf's oil production is "p", its reserves is "r", new reserves 
found is "n" and the year is "y", what's the error in this formula for the 
change in reserves from year 1 to year 2: r(y2) = r(y1) + n(y1) + p(y1)?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. Equal

Solution. 5⁄10 = 1⁄2

Question 2 Answer. 27.8 million barrels per day

Solution. 12.3 + 15.5 = 27.8

Question 3 Answer. 53.7%

Solution. 100% - (17.2% + 9.0% + 8.5% + 5.9% + 5.7%) = 100% - 46.3% = 53.7%

Question 4 Answer. It should be - p(y1), not + p(y1)

Solution. Reserves change annually by oil discovered - oil produced

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

Five of the world's top 10 oil producers are in the Middle East

They're ranked as follows: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, UAE and Kuwait

Saudi Arabia's daily oil production is 12.3 million barrels

Iran, Iraq, UAE and Kuwait combined produce 15.5 million barrels

Saudi Arabia has 17.2% of the world's oil reserves

Iran has 9.0%, Iraq 8.5%, Kuwait 5.9% and UAE 5.7%

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about the Gulf's 
oil riches.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 
to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 
your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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