
Gold's great value
It's been the world's key symbol and store of wealth!

Question 1  Out of every 100 g of gold produced annually, 75 g comes 

from mining new gold from the ground. The rest comes from recycling 

existing gold. How many out of every 100 g of gold come from recycling?

Question 2  49⁄100 of the gold mined each year is made into jewelry, 

especially in India, China and the Middle East. What fraction shows the 

share of gold used for other purposes?

Question 3  All of the gold ever mined could fi t into one cube container, 

with each edge measuring 2,100 cm. How would you express the volume 

of this container in m³?

Question 4  Across history, 190,000 tons of gold have been mined! If all 

of the world's 7.6 billion people shared it equally, how many grams of gold 

would each one get? Hint: 1 ton = 1,000,000 g.
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 25 g

Solution. 100 - 75 = 25

Question 2 Answer. 51⁄100

Solution. 1 - 49⁄100 = 100⁄100 - 49⁄100 = 51⁄100

Question 3 Answer. 21 m³

Solution. 2,100 ÷ 100 = 21

Question 4 Answer. 25 g

Solution. (190,000 x 1,000,000) ÷ 7,600,000,000 = 1,900 ÷ 76 = 25

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

75% of the world's new gold each year comes from mining

The rest of the gold is produced from recycled gold

49⁄100 of the world's gold production is used in jewelry

All of the world's mined gold could fi t into 21 m³

190,000 tons of gold have been mined across history

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about gold.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 

to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 

your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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