
Canada's immigration story
With people coming from everywhere, it's a country of true diversity

Question 1  Out of 35 million people in Canada, 8 million are immigrants 
(born outside Canada). If the number of immigrants increases by 1 million 
every 6 years, in how many years will Canada reach 10 million immigrants?

Question 2  22 out of every 100 residents of Canada were born outside 
Canada—one the world's highest share of immigrants. Is the share of the 
population born in Canada greater than or less than three-quarters?

Question 3  62% of the people who immigrate to Canada annually move 
there for economic reasons. 13⁄31 of this number move there to unite with 
family. The rest are refugees. What percent of immigrants are refugees?

Question 4  28% of immigrants to Canada settle in Toronto; settlement in 
Montreal is half of Toronto; and the ratio of settlement in Vancouver to the 
sum of Toronto and Montreal is 6:21. What percent settle in these cities?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 12 years

Solution. (10 - 8) ÷ 1 x 6 = 2 x 6 = 12

Question 2 Answer. Greater than

Solution. 100 - 22 = 78. 100 x 3⁄4 = 75. 78 > 75.

Question 3 Answer. 12%

Solution. 62 x 13⁄31 = 2 x 13 = 26. 100 - 62 - 26 = 12.

Question 4 Answer. 54%

Solution. 28 + (28 ÷ 2) = 42. 6:21 = 12:42. 42 + 12 = 54.

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

Canada's population is 35 million people

8 million of Canada's population is immigrants (around 22 per 100)

The immigrant population increases by 1 million every 6 years

28% settle in Toronto, 14% in Montreal and 12% in Vancouver

62% of immigrants to Canada move there for economic reasons

26% of move there to unite with family

12% of immigrants to Canada are refugees

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about 
immigration to Canada.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 
to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 
your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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