
Bhutan's happiness policy
The kingdom's leaders are guided by measures of happiness

Question 1  Bhutan's government measures happiness to improve its 
activities. Out of every 100 people, nine say that they're unhappy; 48 are 
slightly happy. The rest are very happy. How many are very happy?

Question 2  Happiness in Bhutan is higher in urban areas—where the 
score in its survey is 0.811 (out of 1)—than in rural areas—where the score is 
0.731. What's the diff erence between urban and rural happiness scores?

Question 3  Bhutan measures the country's happiness by surveying 
8,000 people, out of its total 0.8 million population. What percent of the 
population is surveyed?

Question 4  Bhutan's Happiness Index considers weighted average scores 
across nine areas like health, education and culture. If scores increased for 
fi ve areas and decreased for four, can you tell if happiness increased?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 43 people

Solution. 100 - 9 - 48 = 43

Question 2 Answer. 0.08

Solution. 0.811 - 0.731 = 0.08

Question 3 Answer. 1%

Solution. 8,000 ÷ 0.8 million = 8,000 ÷ 800,000 = 0.01 = 1%

Question 4 Answer. No

Solution. You need to know the amount by which each score increased or decreased

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

Bhutan's Happiness Index surveys 8,000 people

The country's total population is 800,000

43% of people are very happy, 48% slightly happy and 9% unhappy

The Happiness Index considers scores across nine areas

The average urban areas happiness score is 0.811 out of 1

The average rural areas happiness score is 0.731 out of 1

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about Bhutan's 
happiness policy.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 
to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 
your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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