
Beyond 7 billion
The world becomes more crowded every year

Question 1  There are so many people on Earth that it's diffi  cult to count! 
Most say that it's 7.8 billion people, but others say 7.7 billion or 7.9 billion. 
How would you list these estimates from smallest to largest?

Question 2  The world had a 1.0 billion population in 1800 and 0.7 billion 
more by 1900, after which it grew rapidly to 7.8 billion today. How many 
more people does the Earth have today than it had in 1900?

Question 3  The world's population, currently 7.8 billion, grows by 0.08 
billion per year. How many years will it take to reach 10 billion? Hint: The 
answer isn't a whole number of years.

Question 4  The world's population in 1970 was 3.7 billion, growing at 2% 
annually, whereas in 2020 it was 7.8 billion, growing at 1% annually. Did 
the population grow by a higher number in 1970 or 2020?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 7.7, 7.8, 7.9 billion people

Solution. n/a

Question 2 Answer. 6.1 billion people

Solution. 7.8 - (1.0 + 0.7) = 7.8 - 1.7 = 6.1

Question 3 Answer. 27.5 years

Solution. (10 - 7.8) / 0.08 = 2.2 / 0.08 = 27.5

Question 4 Answer. 2020

Solution. 3.7 x 0.02 = 0.074; 7.8 x 0.01 = 0.078; 0.078 > 0.074

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

The world's population is estimated to be 7.8 billion

It currently grows by 80 million annually

The growth rate in 1970 was 2%

The growth rate in 2020 was 1%

The world had 1.0 billion people in 1800

It grew to 1.7 billion people by 1900

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about the world's 
population.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 
to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 
your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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