
15 for all: the UN Security Council
These countries decide global peace and security

Question 1  The United States, the United Kingdom, France, Russia and 
China are permanent members of the UN Security Council. There are two 
rotating members for each permanent one. How many members rotate?

Question 2  The President of the UN Security Council rotates every month 
among its 15 member countries. What simplifi ed fraction shows the share 
of countries that serve as President each year?

Question 3  Nine of 15 UN Security Council members must vote yes for a 
resolution to pass, without any of the fi ve permanent ones voting no. How 
many rotating members must vote yes if a permanent one does not vote?

Question 4  10 of the UN Security Council members rotate every two 
years—the other fi ve being the permanent members. How many years 
would it take for all of the world's 195 countries to serve one full term?
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Answers & solutions

Question 1 Answer. 10 countries

Solution. 5 x 2 = 10

Question 2 Answer. 4⁄5

Solution. 12⁄15 = 4⁄5

Question 3 Answer. Five rotating members

Solution. 9 - (5 - 1) = 9 - 4 = 5

Question 4 Answer. 38 years

Solution. 190 ÷ 10 x 2 = 19 x 2 = 38

Now turn the tables around!

Stretch your thinking and unleash your creativity! You’ll see below some facts used to 
make up questions you answered. How could you combine and apply these facts to 
create interesting question(s)?

There are 15 UN Security Council members

Five of the members are permanent

10 of the members rotate every two years

The President of the UN Security Council changes every month

Nine yes votes are needed to pass a resolution

However, any no vote by a permanent member means it fails

Can you dig deeper?

Ready to take it even further? Find out more and discover exciting facts about the UN 
Security Council.

Check out online and other sources, write down the facts you fi nd, and use the numbers 
to develop interesting new questions for family or friends to fi gure out. Perhaps even write 
your own mini-research report fi lled with exciting facts!
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