
Overnighting in Guatemala City: 
Here are Keith and Barbara's favorite accommodations near La Aurora Airport in 
Guatemala City (if you need a night on either end of your visit to Lake Atitlan to catch a 
shuttle or a flight on time. A better option than late night travel for many travelers): 
 
Patricia's Hotel http://www.patriciashotel.com/ (includes free airport shuttle service!) 
Quetzalroo Hostel  http://www.quetzalroo.com/ 
Both options have excellent reviews on TripAdvisor.com! 
 
 
 
Traveling to Lake Atitlan from La Aurora Airport in Guatemala City: 
 
If you arrive in Guatemala City on March 2nd, you can catch a 3.5 hour shuttle to the 
lake that same day or consider a stay overnight near the airport (see our airport hotel 
recommendations) and catch a shuttle to the lake on the morning of March 3rd.  
 
We will be arranging large shuttles to pick up Keith's guests at two time slots at the La 
Aurora airport (these times are TBA, one late morning and one later in the afternoon on 
March 3rd). We recommend arriving in San Marcos before 7 or 8 pm on March 3rd if 
possible, so that you can navigate easily and locate your hotel while venues are still 
open and the village is still awake. (Please Note: it's typically quite dark by 6 or 6:30 pm 
year-round so please bring an LED headlamp and/or LED flashlight that use AA or AAA 
batteries, as these replacement batteries are most easily found at the Lake) 
 
*If you absolutely must arrive late in San Marcos, we will ensure that there is someone 
available in our group to greet you and help you get settled in (Keith has said he would 
do this himself if needed. What a guy!) 
 
Private or small group (up to 4 passengers) airport to Lake Atitlan shuttle service 
that we trust and recommend: 
Mario Antonio Batz Hernandez (via FB messenger) Price is 600 Q for one passenger 
and 900 Q shared between 4 passengers, so if you are travelling in a small group to or 
from the La Aurora Airport, this is a great option! *Make sure you have some 
Guatemalan currency before you leave the airport in Guatemala City. 
 
 
 
 
Best Private Accommodations in San Marcos La Laguna closest to La Paz  
Eco Hotel (our main gathering place for the week): 
 
Hotel Quetzal  https://hotelquetzalatitlan.com/ 
Hotel Paco Real https://www.facebook.com/pacorealhotel/ 
Bosque Encatado http://www.hotelposadaencantado.com/ 
Lush Hotel https://www.lushatitlan.com/  



 
We have also seen many great rental options on AirBnb for San Marcos La Laguna, 
Guatemala. Don’t delay booking one of these if this is your preference, as they will likely 
get booked up by our global group!  
 
*PLEASE NOTE: Our recommendation is staying in a place on the lake side of the main 
road that parallels the lake shore, as when you go "above" that main road, you'll likely 
be climbing steep hills at night to get back to your place, which may not be ideal for 
some folks. Perhaps explore these sites and see what feels best to you. If you want a 
second opinion about a particular accommodation venue, please ask us. 
 

 
One of many “lancha” boats that will zoom us across Lake Atitlan to visit nearby 
indigenous communities 
  
 
 
Guatemalan Currency – Quetzales: 
Please consider your options for acquiring the local currency of Guatemala: 
 
You can bring Guatemalan Quetzales with you from your local global bank (100 Q notes 
or smaller are best, as many places cannot give change for larger bills) OR bring your 



VISA credit card (Keith recommends a VISA over a Mastercard to avoid issues) for use 
at the local ATMs. You must look up the conversion rate to your country’s local currency 
and order Quetzales ahead of time so they arrive at your bank before your leave on 
your journey. Contact your local bank for info, as this varies. 
 
*You WILL need some cash Quetzales for food, souvenirs, shuttles, tuk-tuk rides, boat 
rides at the lake, tips and more. We recommend a minimum of $2,000 Quetzales for the 
week, some folks will need more and some less, but best to be prepared. The shuttle 
from the airport to the lake is going to require that you have SOME Quetzales in hand 
upon arrival at the airport. Please plan ahead accordingly. 
 
 
 
Traveling back to La Aurora Airport from Lake Atitlan: 
 
We will be arranging a group shuttle from Lake Atitlan on the morning of March 10th for 
those departing that day, and for departures after March 10th, we are happy to help you 
arrange a ride to the airport if needed, so please ask us closer to that date. 
 
Do you know basic Spanish? 
Although this is not crucial for an enjoyable visit to Guatemala, you will find knowing 
some basic phrases very helpful in getting around and exploring the villages around 
Lake Atitlan. We recommend the fun app called DuoLingo (it’s FREE!), available on 
iPads and Smartphones. Basics like “please”, “thank you”, “where is the bathroom?”, 
simple food and drink names, etc will be fun to learn using this App. Many folks in the 
tourism industries in Guatemala know basic English, so between all of us, we will be 
able to get along great! You may also encounter local indigenous people around the 
lake who do not speak much Spanish, as their native languages vary and sound nothing 
like Spanish, so do not be surprised it this happens in some of the remote places 
around Lake Atitlan! A smile is universal though…so Go To Glow, as Keith says! 
 
What should I bring with me? 
Closer to the date of this gathering, we will be sharing with all registered guests our 
recommendations for the best local cafes, useful local resources and helpful tips, and 
we will share a “what to bring” list for those of you who have not had the immense 
pleasure of visiting Lago de Atitlan and may not know what to pack!   
 
A little heads up about the magical climate at Lake Atitlan: it’s pleasantly warm and 
sunny most days, but not steamy and sweaty like the tropics (except for the day that we 
all trek into the steamy tropical mountains to hug the cacao trees!).  
Average daily highs in March are 28C/83F and the nighttime lows are averaging 
12C/53F, so you’ll want varied layers of clothing with you to stay comfortable. Stay 
tuned for more details soon!  


