
 

Use a Nail Knot to attach backing to fly line or leader to fly line using the following method. 

 

1. Place the knot tool in the palm of either hand and grasp the 
tool with the fingers, placing the thumb on top of the tool 
THUMB DETENT, keeping the CHANNEL & SLOT of the tool 
exposed. 

 

 

2. Place leader butt through CHANNEL / SLOT so that leader 
butt material extends approximately 6 inches beyond TIP & 
SLOT. Use thumb to secure line over THUMB DETENT. 

 

 

3. Pull leader butt material downward into SLOT and wrap a 
tight coil of 4-5 turns, we recommend 5 turns. Wrap back 
around Knot Tool TIP towards thumb using forefinger to hold 
turns in place. 

 

4. From the thumb side, thread end of leader butt material back 
into CHANNEL under all turns and out through CHANNEL & 
TIP. 

 

 

 

5. Insert fly line from SLOT end of Knot Tool through wraps. Give ‘tag end’ of leader a light 
jerk towards SLOT end of tool, this causes the knot to slide off Knot Tool TIP onto fly line. 
Inspect and adjust wraps before securing knot completely. Tighten knot to secure to fly 
line, trim off excess material. 

The Nail Knot allows for the  backing/line and line/leader connections to easily pass 
through the rod guides and it is an effective way to tie any size monofilament to your fly 

line, providing a smooth and secure knot that grips more as it gets tighter. 
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