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WHAT KIND OF BEES ARE 
AVAILABLE TO THE ALBERTA 
BEEKEEPER FOR 2020?
Use this information in conjunction with “What Kind of Hive to Purchase” 
to get started in beekeeping.

TYPE 3LB PACKAGE OF BEES

WHAT

A 3 lb package of bees is 2.2 lbs of live 
bees, a wooden shipping box or tub and 
a feeding can. The queen is isolated in a 
cage around which the bees cluster. There 
are no frames, hive boxes, or anything else 
besides the bees and queen!

Hiveworld package bees come with:
• 2.2 lbs (1 kg) bees
• Approximately 7,000 bees
• Mated Carniolan queen bee in isolation cage
• Feeding can

BEES
Hiveworld’s package bees come from world renowned StongBee in Chile. 
StrongBee is well known for their excellent quality of bees, mated queens 
and shipping practices. Hiveworld is the Alberta supplier for StrongBee.

WHY

We recommend package bees for commercial beekeepers who have 
experienced overwintering losses or beekeepers who use Warre or Top 
Bar hives. We do not recommend package bees for new beekeepers 
starting a colony, here’s why:

1. Package bees are available early in the season and take some 
knowledge and expertise to establish. April can bring variable weather, 
and package bees are very vulnerable until the queen has begun to lay 
and new brood begins to hatch 21 days later. 

2. Because a package of bees is not a ‘swarm’, it is a very unnatural 
beginning for bees. Approximately 40% of packages placed in a hive 
will lose their queen in the first 30 days. The bees age too quickly and 
fail to keep the queen alive. There are strategies to mitigate this from 
happening, but it requires experience. 

3. After 21 days, the bees are put in a stressful situation. Normally bees 
live for 3 to 4 weeks in a hive. With a package of bees, the bees are 
working hard to establish a new colony, but are growing older as they 
do. At the 21 day mark, there are not enough new bees to take over the 
tasks of rearing brood, and more importantly – attending to the queen. 
The queen requires royal jelly produced by the glands of new bees. As 
the bees near the end of their life, it diminishes their ability to feed the 
queen, and she begins to fail. The queen’s ability to produce pheromones 
is reduced and it triggers a response in the bees to replace her. 
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TYPE 3LB PACKAGE OF BEES

AVAILABILITY Hiveworld’s package bees are available in April for shipping or pick up on 
set dates.  

PRICING Package bees start at $240.

PAYMENT

Orders can be placed September onwards (for the upcoming season). 
Package bees normally sell out by Easter (mid-April). Each year we sell 
out earlier and earlier, so we encourage you to place orders as soon 
possible to avoid disappointment. Place orders on hiveworld.ca. 

For larger orders for commercial operators, call us.

As soon as you order the bees, it is confirmed. If we are unable to fulfill 
your order due to weather or supply, we will refund you in full by May 30, 
2020.

DELIVERY

Shipping! We can ship package bees to you anywhere in Canada! We 
ship bees through Canada Post. Our live bee guarantee insures your bees 
arrive healthy to your door.

You can add additional insurance for 30 or 90 days to guarantee normal 
colony development. Note: insurance does not cover the loss of a queen, 
queen swarming or queen absconding.

All options are available on hiveworld.ca when you place your order. 

Pick up your package bees in the following locations: Edmonton, Calgary, 
Red Deer, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Grande Prairie and Fraser Valley. 
There is no flexibility for alternate pick up dates once confirmed. Pick up 
dates will be confirmed in March.
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