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Approximate weight of a
producing colony

A
p

p
ro

x
im

a
te

 p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
 - #

 o
f b

e
e

s in
 y

o
u

r E
sta

b
lish

e
d

 C
o

lo
n

y
 

Approximate population -
# of bees in your Established Colony 

New Colonies

65

60

55

50

80

75

70

45

40

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0

Brood 1

1

2

1

2

Brood 2 Brood 1

Brood 2
2

12

1

2

First �ow from 
Willows, Pussy 
Willows, Catkins 
produce nectar 
and abundant 
pollen.

Trees and 
Bushes

Honey
Boxes
Removed

Wax built during 
dandelions �ow 
is bright yellow. 

Fields of 
Dandelions
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Bees in lower 
brood 1 box 
rearing a new 
generation 
of bees to 
overwinter 
the queen.

Brood box 1 and 
Brood box 2 are 
switched so the 
colony can build 
upwards.

Canola and 
alfalfa are 
the main 
honey �ow 
plants from 
late to mid 
August or the 
�rst frost.  

New colonies establish in April from 

Package Bees or in May from a 5-Frame 

Nuc quickly grow to the same size as 

overwintered colonies. 

Hive is wrapped with 

tar paper (black) to 

provide protection 

from rain and snow 

but collects winter 

sunshine to warm 

the inside of the hive.

Low winter sunshine on the black exterior of your hive 

warms the hive just enough to give the bees some ability 

to move around to access stores. 

Regardless of the outside temp., 
the bees keep the queen at a constant 28 ºC

Bees feed on stores left for them - bees need approx. 100lbs of 
food (honey) or sugar syrup fed to them prior to winter.

New bees purchased by beekeepers for coming season.
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Queen

Bees and Queen


