
Time Travelers Activity Based History Study:  
THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION THROUGH  
THE GREAT DEPRESSION            Grades: 3rd – 8th 
Scope and Sequence 

 
The Industrial Revolution through the Great Depression offers an in depth, hands-on view of 

the period of American history from after the Civil War all the way through to the Great 
Depression nearly seventy years later. Students investigate many of the important people, 
events and disasters from the era, as well as the transcontinental railroad, the purchase of 
Alaska and the gold rush that followed, the wars with the Native Americans in the Wild 
West, the Gilded Age, the Progressive Era, American involvement in World War I, the 
Roaring Twenties, and the Great Depression. The unit is designed to teach students 
through kinesthetic means, utilizing the senses and motor skills. Where younger students 
may need more guidance and assistance with the projects, older students should be able 
to handle the majority of the unit independently. Each lesson contains text and a generous 
amount of projects providing flexibility of choice to fit each range of grade levels. This is 
done with the understanding that not all of the projects are required to be completed, a 
factor that varies with each situation and is also heavily influenced by the age of the 
students. One lesson also does not necessarily constitute one day — although many can 
be done in a day, projects chosen will determine the length of each lesson. There is also 
an additional resource list of books, videos, and audio to add to the study if desired. 

 
Key: 
- Italics indicates title and topics within the text of each lesson 
- Asterisk indicates a project 
- Parentheses contains number of the lesson it can be found in 

 
 

I. History / Social Studies (Cultural Studies) 
 
a. Transcontinental Railroads (1) 

 
i. The Transcontinental Railroad booklet* (1) 

 
b. Purchase of Alaska (1) 

 
i. Seward’s Folly booklet* (1) 

 
c. “Black Friday” / Fisk and Gould corner the gold market (1) 
d. The great Chicago fire (1) 
e. The Chicago World’s Fair postcards* (1) 
f. Wars in the West (2) 

 
i. The Long Walk (2) 

ii. Battles of Sand Creek and Black Kettle Island (2) 
iii. The Bozeman Trail (2) 
iv. Little Big Horn (2) 
v. The Dawes Act (2) 

vi. Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce (2) 
vii. Wounded Knee (2) 

viii. The Indian Wars pocket* (2) 



 
g. The Gilded Age (3) 

 
i. Business tycoons / “Robber Barons” (3) 

1. Business Tycoons* (3) 
 

ii. The Brooklyn Bridge (3) 
1. Build a suspension bridge* (3) 

 
iii. Make trade cards* (3) 

 
h. Innovations and Inventors (4) 

 
i. Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison, George Eastman, etc… 

(4) 
ii. Make a flip book* (4) 

iii. Make a Wright brothers “flyer”* (4) 
iv. Henry Ford and the Ford Motor Company booklet* (4) 

 
i. Immigration in America (6) 

 
i. Entering America (6) 

ii. The Statue of Liberty (6) 
iii. Ellis Island (6) 
iv. Angel Island (6) 
v. Things  that an immigrant would see when arriving* (6) 

 
j. Sweatshops and child labor (7) 
k. Orphan Trains (7) 

 
i. The orphan trains* (7) 

 
l. Unions, Strikes, and Riots (7) 

 
i. Haymarket Square Riot (7) 

ii. Homestead Strike (7) 
iii. Pullman Strike (7) 

 
m. The Arts (8) 

 
i. Era Architects (8) 

1. Frank Lloyd Wright (8) 
2. Biltmore Estate (8) 

 
ii. Era musicians and composers (8) 

1. Scott Joplin, Aaron Copeland, “Fanny” Crosby, etc… (8) 
 

iii. Painters and Artists (8) 
1. Norman Rockwell, Mary Cassatt, Winslow Homer, etc…(8) 

 
iv. Authors (8) 



1. Mark Twain, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Emily Dickinson, etc… 
(8) 
 

v. A Norman Rockwell “Cover”* (8) 
vi. Get to know Frank Lloyd Wright* (8) 

n. Homestead Act (9) 
o. Oklahoma Land Rush (9) 
p. Pikes Peak gold rush (9) 
q. Alaskan gold rush (9) 
r. New statehoods between 1850 and 1920 (9) 
s. People of Interest (11) 

 
i. P. T. Barnum and James A. Bailey (11) 

ii. Buffalo Bill Cody (11) 
iii. Harry Houdini (11) 
iv. Dwight L. Moody (11) 
v. Billy Sunday (11) 

vi. Samuel Porter Jones (11) 
vii. Father Edward J. Flanagan (11) 

viii. “Jim” Thorpe (11) 
ix. “Lou” Gehrig (11) 
x. “Babe” Ruth (11) 

xi. “Jesse” Owens (11) 
xii. Rachel Louis Carson (11) 

xiii. Helen Keller (11) 
xiv. Booker T. Washington (11) 
xv. William Edward Burghardt Du Bois (11) 

xvi. Amelia Earhart (11) 
xvii. Fan deck of people of interest* (11) 

 
t. The Spanish-American War (12) 

 
i. Teddy Roosevelt (12) 

ii. The “Rough Riders”(12) 
iii. Commodore George Dewey (12) 
iv. The Spanish-American War* (12) 

 
u. The Progressive Era (13) 

 
i. Women’s Suffrage (13) 

ii. Women suffragists* (13) 
iii. Elizabeth Cady Stanton (13) 
iv. Lucretia Mott (13) 
v. Susan B. Anthony (13) 

vi. NAACP (13) 
vii. The “Square Deal” (13) 

viii. The Federal Reserve Act (13) 
ix. 16th-19th Amendments (13) 
x. The Amendments* (13) 

 
v. The Changing of Fashion* (13) 



w. Panama Canal (14) 
x. Mount Rushmore (14) 
y. Empire State Building (14) 
z. Robert Peary and the North Pole (14) 
aa. Richard E. Byrd (14) 
bb. “Turn of the Century Scenes” game* (14) 
cc. The Johnstown Flood (16) 
dd. The San Francisco Earthquake (16) 
ee. The sinking of the Titanic (16) 
ff. The influenza epidemic of 1918-1919 (16) 
gg. The Hindenburg Disaster (16) 
hh. Near extinction of the Bison (16) 
ii. Disasters booklet* (16) 
jj. Boxer Rebellion (16) 
kk. American military action in Central and South America (16) 
ll. Plessy vs. Ferguson (racism law suit) (16) 
mm. World War I (17-18) 

 
i. “What can we do for home and country?” postcards* (17) 

ii. Advances in weaponry (18) 
1. Military weaponry* (18) 

 
iii. WWI ammo belt* (18) 
iv. Mini-timeline of WWI* (18) 
v. WWI registration card* (18) 

vi. Treaty of Versailles (18) 
1. Victory medal* (18) 

 
vii. Pocket bible* (18) 

viii. WWI Poetry* (18) 
ix. WWI propaganda posters of WWI* (18) 
x. Sgt. Alvin C. York (18) 

1. Sgt. Alvin Cullum York card* (18) 
 

xi. When and how to display the flag* (18) 
 

nn. The Roaring Twenties (19) 
 

i. Jazz music (19) 
ii. The Prohibition (19) 

iii. The Scopes Trial (19) 
iv. The serum run to Nome (19) 

1. The serum run to Nome trifold booklet* (19) 
 

v. Create a filmstrip report on the Roaring Twenties* (19) 
 

oo. The Stock Market Crash / “Black Tuesday” (21) 
  

i. FDR and the “New Deal” (21) 
 

pp. “Get Your Kicks on Route 66” game* (21) 



qq. The Great Depression (22) 
 

i. Stock market crash booklet* (22) 
ii. The Second New Deal (22) 

iii. “The Dust Bowl” (22) 
1. Oklahoma dust bowl* (22) 

 
iv. The “March of Dimes” (22) 
v. The rise of Hitler (22) 

 
rr. Notebook Timeline: “America’s Progress into the 20th Century”* (1-4, 6-

9, 11-14, 16-19, 21-22) 
 

ss. Grandma’s Goodies (era recipes)* (5, 10, 15, 20, 23) 
 

II. Language 
 
a. Penmanship – “Men and Women who Made America”* (1-4, 6-9, 11-14, 

16-19, 21-22) 
 

b. Creative Writing 
 

i. Newspaper – “The Industrial Times”* (1-4, 6-9, 11-14, 16-19, 21-
22) 

ii. Create a WWI Journal* (17) 
 

c. Reading  
 

i. (Lesson texts) 
 

d. Languages and Terminology 
 

i. Factfile cards (vocabulary flashcards)* (5, 10, 15, 20) 
 

III. Geography 
 
a. America Grows: Map the new states* (9) 
b. Map of Europe in 1914 during WWI* (18) 

 
IV. Science 

 
a. An Edison experiment: Make a dancing octopus* (4) 

 
V. The Arts 

 
a. Art 

 
i. Lapbook* (24) 

ii. The Art of Decoupage* (6) 
iii. Make a “Penny Rug”* (12) 
iv. Make WWI “Silk” postcards* (17) 



v. Make a “Yo-Yo” quilt* (19) 
 

b. Music 
 

i. Prohibition songs* (19)  
 
 

***The study ends in Lesson 25 with the “Depression-Era Dinner” to bring the unit to a close. Although optional, 
this allows the child(ren) to display their projects, play the games, and create the recipes offered in the unit. 
Suggestions for food, décor, invitations, and more are provided. 
 


