
CAPSTONE LIGHTS: BUYER’S GUIDE



Most quality capstone lights off ered today are LED. This 
is due to the energy effi  ciency and the longevity of the 
technology.  

LEDs last much longer than other forms of lighting but they 
do not last forever. Many capstone lighting manufacturers 
assume that their customers will no longer be living at the 
same location when the LED fails. Because of this view, 
they do not consider replacement cost or time and eff ort; 
nor do they talk about it. Their customers sure talk about 
it. All you need to do is do some research on capstone 
light replacement and you will see that it is generally a big 
ordeal.  

Haven Home Lighting has manufactured a capstone light 
that enables easy replacement (in under 60 seconds 
vs. 6 hours and many special tools and know-how). We 
have made this all possible thanks to a hidden integrated 
connector that stores away inside the capstone light itself 
concealing itself during normal operation.  

Without this connector, replacing a light that has failed for any reason is a big production. It involves popping up the 
capstone. Assuming you do not crack or break the capstone, then you will need to use a grinder to grind away the glue 
or mortar that was keeping the capstone in place. Now, all you need to do is get the wire out cleanly without damage 
and splice it to the new light before you start to glue or mortar the new capstone light back into place. All of this takes 
between 4-6 hours if you are an experienced expert. 

This guide is to help you select the proper capstone lighting design, capability, and construction for your needs. 
The article is arranged in items that are asked the most to the least. However, they are all very important and deserve 
attention. We hope this helps guide you to making an educated decision in your landscape lighting and gives you the 
background to help you ask the proper questions.

Section I. Capstone Life / Replacement Costs

Replacing a light:

TOOLS REQUIRED:

TIME REQUIRED: 45 Seconds

MATERIALS REQUIRED: None

TOOLS REQUIRED:

TIME REQUIRED: 4-6 Hours

MATERIALS REQUIRED: Mortar or Glue, An extra 
capstone (in case you break one)

THE COMPETITION



In order to increase their profi tability many competitors use 
a few LEDs. While the LEDs provide an adequate amount 
of light, they cause “hotspotting” (bright spots) when they 
are mounting next to a wall or step (which most capstone 
lights are mounted this way). The hotspots are generated 
by the LEDs not being consistent across the length of 
the light. This causes the light to be brighter in the areas 
where the LEDs are located versus where they are not 
located inside the light. The capstone lights, by nature, 
are mounted next to a wall so this brightness diff erence 
is very noticeable. Make sure you have a consistent light 
spread across the light when you are selecting your brand 
of capstone light.

The advancement of LED technology has allowed for the 
implementation of full color capstone lighting. While only 
a select few manufacturers have off ered this technology, it 
can be a creative way to create a unique beautiful look to 
your capstone application. This technology usually requires 
an LED control system of some sort that determines the 
color of the capstone lights.

The more advanced LED lighting controllers come 
complete with wi-fi  capability which allows you to connect 
it to your home network and control the lights with your 
smartphone. This allows for home automation control with 
your phone and to schedule events like turning on white at 
sunset and off  at midnight. Once you have this capability, 
the choices of control are limitless.

Section II. What Are Those Bright Spots?

Section III. Full Color 
Capstone Lighting

Section IV. Home Automation
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