
Bill Dyer has been a California winemaker of note for over 30 years. During that time his considerable talents and 
experience have been applied to crafting award-winning Napa Valley Cabernets as well as consulting on the development 
of wines and wineries both domestically and internationally. 

Bill was born in Berkeley, CA and holds a degree in Philosophy from the University of California at Santa Cruz and 
a Master’s degree in Enology from University of California at Davis.  In 1976 Bill started as Cellarmaster at Sterling 
Vineyards – where he worked until 1996 -- moving up to Winemaker in 1985 and VP Winemaking in 1989. Recognizing 
the importance of the vineyards to premium quality wines, he was responsible for developing their single vineyard 
wines, including a Cabernet Sauvignon from Diamond Mountain that received generous attention and praise in the early 
1980s.  

Since 1996 Bill has consulted for Frog’s Leap and Spring Mountain wineries in Napa Valley, and Burrowing Owl 
Vineyards in British Columbia.  He was drawn to the Okanagan Valley in BC in 1998, fascinated by the dynamic growth 
and massive replanting that was occurring there.  Working with the start-up Burrowing Owl, Bill made some of BC’s most 
successful vinifera wines. Currently he is working with the Marimar Estate in Sonoma’s Russian River Valley (where he 
helped select and develop a Pinot Noir vineyard in Freestone), the Sodaro Estate Winery in Napa Valley, and Church & 
State Wines in Victoria, B.C.  

In 1993 Bill and his wife Dawnine, an acclaimed winemaker in her own right, planted a small Cabernet vineyard in the 
prestigious Diamond Mountain district of the Napa Valley and began making wine from their estate vineyard in 1996. 
Now in its ninth release with the 2004 vintage, about 400 cases of Dyer Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon are produced 
each year. Bill hand selected the plant material, focusing on clones and rootstock to best match the site, and continues 
to oversee all vineyard activities.   

He and Dawnine are also partners in Meteor Vineyard. In 2005 they teamed up with former America Online Inc. 
chairman and chief executive Barry Schuler and his wife Tracy to create a Cabernet Sauvignon blend called Meteor 
Vineyard, made from grapes grown on the Schuler’s 22-acre vineyard in the Napa Valley’s historic Coombsville region. 
The hilltop vineyard, which sells its grapes to acclaimed Napa Valley labels including Dyer, Arietta, Etude and Vineyard 
29, released its first vintage in 2008. U.K. wine authority Steven Spurrier commended the Meteor team for its 2005 
vintage after sampling the wine at a barrel auction. In a Decanter article he described the blend as having “smooth, 
spicy fruit” and “plush tannins.” 

Bill has served on the Board of Directors of Napa Valley Wine Technical Group, which provides an open forum for Napa 
Valley winemakers to share technical information. He has also been a board member of the Napa Valley Wine Library, 
an organization formed by James Beard and MFK Fisher in 1963.  

An amateur mycologist, Bill can frequently be found in the woods of Napa & Sonoma during the mushroom season.
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