
Barry Martin Schuler is an American internet entrepreneur best known for the seven years he spent at America 
Online Inc., two of which he served as its chairman and CEO. He is acknowledged for his leadership of the AOL 
team that simplified the online service provider’s user interface, making it possible for millions of consumers to 
gain easy access to the Internet.

Barry grew up in West New York, New Jersey. After graduating from Rutgers University in 1976 with a B.A. in 
psychology he started directing commercials and industrial films. He also befriended a group of fellow computer 
hobbyists enthusiasts who were developing software applications for home computers. In 1979, he created CMP 
Communications, a company focused on providing advertising and marketing services to high-tech clients. Ten 
years later, he became president and CEO of Cricket Software, where he oversaw breakthroughs in the development 
of Macintosh graphics software for business presentations and color imaging. When the company was sold to 
Computer Associates International, Barry relocated to California with his wife, Tracy.  In 1990, the couple teamed 
up with David Goldman and founded user interface design company Medior Inc. In 1994, Medior launched one of 
the first online shopping services, 2Market, in a joint venture with Apple Computer Inc. and AOL. 

In 1995, Medior was acquired by AOL. Barry signed on with AOL, eventually becoming president of its Interactive 
Services group in 1998. During this time, he oversaw the design team that integrated an Internet browser directly 
in AOL’s proprietary user interface, making it possible for millions of computer users to have easy access to online 
content. In January 2001, Barry was appointed chairman and CEO of AOL after its merger with Time Warner was 
announced. He stepped down from the post in 2002 and officially resigned from AOL in 2003. 

Shortly after, Barry was among a group of American entrepreneurs recruited by the U.S. government’s Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) to help commercialize new technologies of national interest, among 
them ultrashort pulse lasers. A form of optoelectronics, the laser emits short pulses of highly concentrated energy 
that can be used to break down atoms.  In 2004, Barry started Raydiance Inc. to develop commercial applications 
for ultra-short pulse lasers that can be used for tumor ablation and tattoo removal, among other things. Barry is 
also managing director of the Draper Fisher Jurvetson Growth Fund and serves on the boards of UBMatrix, Hands 
On Mobile, UU See, Synthetic Genomics, and Visto. Revisiting his early interest in filmmaking, Schuler is a partner 
in Adirondack Pictures. He co-produced and helped finance the film Look, a surveillance camera drama written 
and directed by Adam Rifkin that won the Grand Jury Prize at the 2007 CineVegas Film Festival. 

Barry lives in Napa, California, where he co-founded The Blue Oak School. He and Tracy co-own Meteor  
Vineyard with well-known Napa Valley winemakers Bill and Dawnine Dyer. Barry is a member of Rutgers Hall of  
Distinguished Alumni.
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