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9 Beauty Editors of Color Share Their Favorite
Sunscreens for Dark Skin Tones

By MAYA ALLEN

unsereen and brown skin: Ler's talk abour it One of the biggest misconceptions in
S beauty is that if you have extra melanin in your skin, vou don't need sunsereen. The

melanin in our skin can do a lot of magical things, but protecting us from the sun is
not ene of them. For years and vears, sunsereens were terribly formulated and would leave
an ashy residue on dark skin tones. The selection of sunscreens in the market that are
completely sheer on dark skin tones is extremely limited. To this day, it's still a challenge
finding 2 variety of sunsereens that are brown skin—friendly.

Acvording to the American Academy of Dermatology, "People of color have s lower risk

than whites of getting skin cancer. But they still have a risk. Monthly skin self-exams can

help you find skin cancer early when a cure 1s likely.” To reduce your risk of skin caneer,
the organization highly suggests wearing sunsereen that has broad-speetrum protection, is

SPF 30 or greater, and is water-resistant.

I reached out to the women in my circle, who happen to be beauty editors of coler, to see
which sunscreens they depend on for sheer, hydrating, and SPF protection. Ahead, you'll
see an array of beautiful, dark skin tones and the sunsereens that were surely made with
#BlackGirlMagic in mind.

Coola Sport

1 ($36)

"When it comes to sunscreen for the body, I've really been in love with Coola's offerings
for the last few years. They have a Tropical Coconut SPF 30 spray that's so bomb! It's
lightweight, settles into my brown skin clean, and smells delicious. It's a beach bag staple
that many melanated queens would appreciate!”

a (532)

"I bave dark skin, 5o trying to find 2 sunscreen, to put it simply, has been 2 total bizch. I've
wralloed around with my face looking like Ashy Larry—my mother, whe made sure T was
moistarized svery single day, would be ashamed. T've used tinted sunscreens T thous)
for melanared fofks, but turned outjust being slightly Jsss ashy than the ones not mads for
dark skin. It's as if people don't realizs thar some fafks are darker than beigs. T stroed

wearing SFF 30 evesy day a: 25 yeass old, 5o it's definitely Seen 2 journey with toas of trial

wers

and error.

Kish!'s ultra facial moistusizer was my go-to in my younger & it car. make youa

Little too dewy sometimes. Mow, the Coola Sport "White Tea SFF 50 sunscreen is a favorite

of mine. It makes me glowy, and it lexves not sven z linde bit of a race of residus. The glow
isBEAL Like I put it om, and I don't sven need 2 highlighter.”



