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INFORMATION BULLETIN – 1/2017 
 
Welcome to the first Regimental Headquarters Information Bulletin of 2017 which is being 
produced to keep members of The Coldstream Guards Association up to date with what is 
happening in the Regiment.  We hope to keep you informed of Regimental events that have 
happened or will be happening.   
 
This Information Bulletin is also available to read on the RHQ web-site 
(www.coldstreamguards.org.uk) where I hope it will attract the attention of those former 
Coldstreamers who do not live close to one of the 29 Branches of the Association or those 
working overseas but who nevertheless retain an interest in what the Coldstream Guards 
are up to. 
 
REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS COLDSTREAM GUARDS 
 
Colonel of the Regiment:   Lieutenant General Sir James Bucknall KCB CBE 
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel:  Brigadier R C N Sergeant 
Regimental Adjutant:              Colonel (Retd) D D S A Vandeleur 
Assistant Regimental Adjutant:      Captain (Retd) R W C Matthews 
Recruiting Officer/Assistant 
Equerry to HM The Queen:      Captain J C Olley 
Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant:  WO2 R Holland 
Regimental Clerk:                                LSgt M Strudwick 
Station:     Wellington Barracks, London 
 
REGIMENTAL BAND 
 
Director of Music:    Major S Haw 
Bandmaster:     W01 L Stead 
Band Sergeant Major:    WO2 D Wright 
Station:     Wellington Barracks, London 
 
1ST BN COLDSTREAM GUARDS 
 
Commanding Officer:     Lieutenant Colonel J H F Thurstan 
Adjutant:      Captain H C Codrington 
Regimental Sergeant Major:    WO1 J Jarvis 
Station:      Victoria Barracks, Windsor 
 
The start of 2017 saw a continuation of the busy dual ceremonial and light infantry role that 
characterised the end of 2016. With No. 3 Company back from Belize and onto the Forecourt, No. 1 
Company deployed to the South Atlantic for two months as the Falkland Islands Roulement Infantry 
Company (FIRIC). The platoons formed a three-way rotation: QRF, live fire platoon attack ranges, 
and long distance patrols, with each phase lasting two weeks. During the QRF phase the platoon 
was based at the Mount Pleasant Complex (MPC), the large RAF base 30 miles west of Stanley, the 
capital of the Falkland Islands, on East Falkland.  At MPC they took part in a section level 



competition, eventually won by a section from the Battalion’s recce platoon. The range package was 
conducted at Onion Ranges to the north of MPC. This enormous range area gave the Company the 
freedom to conduct 360 degrees firing with naval gunfire, anti-tank missiles, and mortar fire from the 
Battalion’s mortar platoon. The third and final part of the rotation was the patrols phase, which gave 
a fantastic opportunity for the section commanders to assume complete command and control of 
their sections as they patrolled hundreds of miles from Company Headquarters. 
 
                                                                 

   
 
Above and below: LSgt Parkes and Sgt Stephenson motivating members of their platoon through 
the bayonet assault course 
 

                       
 
 In addition, during the patrols phase, the sections engaged with the local civilian population, giving 
assistance to the farmers on whose land they were patrolling. This varied and independent phase of 
the deployment was found by the majority of the Guardsmen to be the most enjoyable phase. 
 



Before flying home, the Company deployed on a company level exercise, Ex CAPE BAYONET on 
Onion Range, a challenging exercise made even more demanding by the full force of the South 
Atlantic weather. It was a good climax to No. 1 Company’s time in the Falklands. 
    

       
                                            Falklands Islands – Exercise CAPE BAYONET 
 
Back home, No. 2 Company deployed to Longmoor training area for one week where they practised 
fighting in the urban environment. Operating from a Forward Operating Base, the first few days 
consisted of urban warfare lessons focusing on the tactics, techniques, and procedures needed to 
operate in the urban environment, as well as familiarising the Guardsmen with new specialised kit 
and equipment. The lesson phase finished with day and night time section house clearances which 
were a great success. The Company then redeployed to platoon harbour areas and conducted a 
series of rural advance to contacts before a synchronised dawn raid on Longmoor village.    
 
February saw No. 3 Company running a two-day range package focusing on close quarter 
marksmanship with the Glock 17 pistol and SA80 rifle. These shoots trained the firer to quickly and 
accurately engage multiple targets from a wide range of fire positions.  
 
The Corps of Drums deployed for a week to Aldershot training area to hone their machine-gun skills. 
This included rolling gun lines, ambushes. and patrolling during night and day.  No 3 Company had 
the pleasure of visiting the respirator testing facility in Pirbright. The annual test requires all soldiers 
to be current and competent in using their respirators in any environment. The theory and practical 
lessons require the solider to don his respirator within nine seconds. The much-anticipated practical 
lesson works through all the possible dress states that need to be worn in the escalation of 
Chemical Biological Radiological and Nuclear threat levels. Skills include changing the air filters, 
drinking water, and consuming food, to adopting fire positions and casualty evacuations. The day 
culminates with all individuals removing their respirators to inoculate themselves with the CS gas; 
the soldiers are then asked a variety of questions after stating their ‘Number, rank, name’ – some 
lasting longer than others! 

 
No. 2 Company deployed to Thetford on Ex WINTER PLUME. The platoons conducted recce patrols 
for a deliberate attack, siting and occupation of an ambush, as well as clearing the area with large-
scale advance to contacts. March saw the return of No. 1 Company and the deployment of seventy 
two members of the Battalion on Ex COCKNEY CARVER, the annual skiing trip.  
 



     
                                            Sgt Goodchild taking off!!! 
 
 

                                       
                                                             Early morning ski navigation 
                                          

                                        
              Time for some Apres Ski!! 
 



Two, week long packages located in the French resort of Val Thorens gave forty eight 
Coldstreamers the chance to gain their Ski Foundation (SF) Level 1 and twenty four to be awarded 
their SF2. This was greatly enhanced by having three fully qualified instructors from within the 
Battalion: Maj Coleby, Lt Deering, and CSgt Steele.  
 
The Major General Commanding The Household Division, Major General B J Bathurst CBE, 
inspected the Battalion on 25 March.  The Battalion departed on Easter Leave on the 10th April and 
returned refreshed and ready for the busy summer ceremonial.  inevitably Queen’s Guard took up 
much of its time but Guards of Honour for a variety of visiting military and political visitors to London 
broke the monotony!!  The Battalion provided streetliners for the Queen’s Birthday Parade on 17th 
June and on 21 June they provided the Guard of Honour with the State Colour being carried by 
Lieutenant Tennant-Bell when Her Majesty the Queen opened Parliament.  
 
On the sporting front the Battalion has played a full part in a number of sporting events and 
individual members have represented either the Battalion or the Army in a variety of sports. WO2 
Burnett, a sea angler, represented both the Battalion and Army and is the Inter Services Team 
Champion.  Last weekend Gdsm Slater represented the Army at Hayling Island and claimed the title 
of Infantry Champion at the Army Open Championship 2017.  In boxing Gdsm Plummer has been 
selected for the British Army Boxing Team and in the Armed Forces Boxing Championship his bout 
ended in a split decision, and he was declared runner up in the middle weight category and Gdsm S 
Blackburn has been selected for U.K Armed Forces development cricket after a convincing win for 
the Army Cricket Development XI in the Inter Services T20. 
 
 
 

   
                       WO2 Burnett 
 
 



                                  
 Gdsm Slater 
 
 

 
                                              Gdsm Plummer (centre) 
 
 

 
          Gdsm Blackburn  
 

 



COLDSTREAMERS AT SALERNO 
by  

WO2 (CSM) K GILL 
 

In 1943, near the Port of Salerno, thousands of Allied soldiers waged a fierce campaign against 
German forces. One of the bloodiest encounters was on the now infamous Hill 270. The Grenadier 
Guards had already been engaged in a ferocious battle with the German Panzer-Grenadiers, but 
had been rebuffed. On 25th September 1943, 3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards were sent forward 
with the intention of launching an attack at midday. It was hoped that 3this would be an audacious 
assault, using a line of trees near the base of the hill as cover, followed by a two-company assault 
onto the hilltop position. 
 
As the attack went in, German forces offered strong resistance. The Coldstreamers suffered heavy 
casualties as they came under a barrage of German small arms fire and mortar shells. 
Nevertheless, the position was captured.  It was during this encounter that Lance Corporal Ronald 
Blackham was to make the ultimate sacrifice for his country, aged only 21. 
 
 

                                                                  
                                                                     LCpl Ronald Blackham 
 
His body was to be lost for decades, until it was rediscovered by a team of Italian historians, using 
metal detectors. They also discovered the bodies of two other Coldstream Guardsmen. LCpl 
Blackham's regiment was identified by the buttons and cap badge that once adorned his 
uniform.  On 16th March 2017, over 70 years after the battle for Hill 270, a small group of 
Coldstream Guardsmen formed the bearer party for the 3 deceased soldiers.  
.  



                   
                                                              CSM Gill and the Bearer Party  
 
I had the privilege of being one of the team of representatives from the Coldstream Guards, asked to 
lay LCpl Blackham, and the two unknown Guardsmen, in their final resting place 
 
 

                        
L-R. Gdsm Blackburn, Branford, J Bazeley, Dmr Pitman, RSM Pickersgill, Rev  
Caldwell, Alma Williams, Lt Col Thurstan, CSM Gill, Gdsm M Bazeley, Leese and 
Louw 

 
The ceremony was conducted by the Battalion Chaplain, Reverend Jacob Caldwell. During the 
service, he reflected on the sacrifice these men had made, as they fought for the 'purposes of 
peace' in Europe.  They were given a full military burial in the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission Cemetery in Salerno.  



 
Around 20 members of Lance Corporal Blackham's family were also in attendance, including his 
sister Alma Williams. It was particularly moving to see how much the formal burial meant to them. It 
is not hard to imagine the feeling of relief that his sister must have had upon seeing her brother 
buried, over 70 years after losing him. She spoke of the closure she received, and it was a source of 
comfort to her as he was identified using the DNA of her living brother, Douglas Blackham. She 
described her brother and his sense of humour, recalling how he liked football and snooker.  She 
also spoke of the impact the loss of her brother made on her family in 1943; her mother suffered a 
stroke on hearing the news.   
 
Having Lance Corporal Blackham's family present helped to reinforce the importance of the 
occasion.  We were reminded that this young man was an individual with hopes, aspirations, family 
and friends.  Yet, all of this was sacrificed for a greater cause. His family's presence also reminded 
us that conflict has many casualties, not least those who are left behind when the ferocity of war has 
abated.  
 
It was a true privilege to be involved in the occasion. As the coffins were lowered in to the ground 
there was a palpable sense of connection with our regimental forebears.  The brave sacrifice of 
those who came before us lives on today in our regimental ethos, as we try to emulate the selfless 
example they have set and continue to strive to be truly ‘Second to None’. 
 
 

         
                                         Reverend J Caldwell conducting the ceremony  
 
NUMBER 7 COMPANY COLDSTREAM GUARDS 
 
Company Commander:   Major R P Hanking-Evans 
Second in Command:   Captain H Barttelot 
Company Sergeant Major:   WO2 R Mathews 
Station:     Wellington Barracks, London 
 
 
Number 7 Company has had a relatively quiet start to 2017 with a steady stream of Queen’s Guards 
and Windsor Castle Guards.  This has allowed for a catching up with military annual training tests in 
preparation for Op TEMPERER, a Military Aid to the Civil Power task and some adventure training. 
 



In late January the Incremental Companies deployed to Val Thorens, France to conduct Ex 
COCKNEY CARVER, the annual skiing expedition.  It is a great opportunity for the members of 
Number 7 Company to either ski for the first time and gain their SF1 qualification, or to improve their 
skiing and gain SF2 or SF3 qualifications. 
 
At the end of February all three platoons deployed to Barossa Training Area to conduct low level 
platoon training.  It was a back to basics exercise, to refresh green soldiering skills, predominantly at 
section level.  There were a number of section attacks by day and night, section patrolling and a 
section night navigation exercise.  The platoons also conducted an ambush by night and an 
advance to contact as the culmination of the week.   
 
In the run up to Easter leave, the company conducted Military ATraining Testss training including an 
ACMT and an AFT, as well as Ex COCKNEY RANGER.  Ex COCKNEY RANGER saw the Gdsm 
moving around the various railway stations that they will occupy if Op TEMPERER is called, using 
overground public transport.  Once at each location, there were a number of questions to answer, so 
that should Op TEMPERER be called, all members of the company are familiar with the locations. 
 
No. 7 Company then turned its attentions to field craft, tactics, and marksmanship. The culmination 
of this was the annual live firing range package in Brecon, Ex COCKNEY ROAR.  With opportunities 
to conduct green training few and far between, all members of the Company were looking forward to 
replacing tunics and bearskins with body armour and helmets and spending some time out of the 
hustle and bustle of London.   The aim of the week was to conduct a series of progressive ranges 
designed to test the Guardsmen’s physical robustness as well as their marksmanship. Live fire 
tactical training starts from individuals acting on their own, engaging short range targets, before the 
challenge develops with the individuals’ skills and confidence. Over the course of the week they 
manoeuvred as pairs, sections, and onwards to platoon level attacks.  After the cobwebs 
accumulated during the summer season were blown out there were some good section attacks 
conducted on the dreaded C Range.  Most of the Company found the best cover was offered only by 
a river that wends its way across the range; the officer running the range maintains that this was 
purely incidental.  The highlight of the week was the opportunity to take part in fire team night 
attacks. A complex task with the limited build-up time, and one made more realistic by the use of 
battlefield inoculations set up by the range staff, but as ever the Guardsmen rose to the challenge 
and executed some very high calibre attacks.   
 

             
            Guardsmen Powell (61) scans his arcs on live ranges in Sennybridge.  



                                                   
                                                              2Lt Balfour delivers QBOs to his section commanders.      
 
Following the success of the live firing week in Brecon, No 7 Company moved to Barossa training 
area in February on Ex COCKNEY CUB. The focus was on giving the platoons an opportunity to 
deploy individually to develop team cohesion and routines, laying the groundwork for a company 
level exercise in the late summer.  Much of the exercise was spent reminding the company of basic 
section level drills, the basis of all infantry operations.  Sections were tested on navigation, field 
craft, and were also put through a series of demanding section attacks, advance to contacts, and 
ambushes. Again, the Guardsmen seized the opportunity to learn new skills and practice old ones, 
enjoying the chance to escape ceremonial duties in London. The Guardsmen once again 
demonstrated their versatility, with an ability to carry out high tempo, difficult exercises whilst still 
being able conduct ceremonial duties to the highest standard. 
 
Despite the large number of duties and time spent in the field, a good part of the Company deployed 
on Ex COCKNEY CARVER, the Public Duties Incremental Companies ski trip to Val Thorens.  With 
perfect skiing conditions, we could make the most of the resort; both its testing ski slopes as well as 
some extra-curricular activities later in the day.  
  

                        
                                              Members of the Company out on the slopes. 



 
Skiing is still a very popular Adventurous Training activity, and with many soldiers gaining their initial 
qualification, it won’t be long until several Coldstreamers qualify as instructors.  In addition, activities 
have included providing other units with additional manpower in deployments and training. A 
section, led by LSgt Van-Heeswyk, went to the assistance of No. 1 Company of the 1st Battalion by 
bolstering their numbers in the Falkland Islands on Op FIRIC.  With unseasonably warm weather, 
the section was surprised to find that sunburn turned out to be a greater threat than frost-bite, a 
rarity as those who have been to the Falklands will understand!  

 
After a busy start, No. 7 Company turned its attention once again to delivering State Ceremonial and 
Public Duties over the summer. Having passed the Major General’s Inspection with flying colours, 
the Company looked forward to preparing for the Queen’s Birthday Parade where they made up No 
6 Guard. All the usual rehearsals took place in Wellington Barracks, at Pirbright and on Horse 
Guards Parade and then it was time for the Major General’s Review with the Colonel’s Review the 
following week being taken by HRH The Duke of Cambridge KG, Colonel Irish Guards.  Both passed 
off without a hitch and finally it was time to parade in front of our Sovereign and Colonel in Chief.  
Unsurprisingly all the reports were good and and the agreed opinion is that Number 7 Company 
upheld the high standards expected of Coldstreamers. 
 

 
  Major Hanking-Evans giving his words of command  (Picture Credit: Jonathan Brady/PA 

  
         Guardsmen from Number 7 Company on the Queen’s Birthday Parade  
                    (Picture Credit: Ben Stevens/ PA) 



 
The Army took to the streets after a number of terrorist attacks in England and Number 7 Company 
supported the police in London. 
 

O  
 
In June, a Company from Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry came to London to share the 
duties of the Queen’s Guard in London and Windsor and history was made when the Guard was, for 
the first time ever, commanded by a female officer, Captain M Coutto.  The picture below shows 
Major Hanking-Evans, Captain of the Old Guard handing over to Captain Coutto Captain of the New 
Guard.  

                                 



              
LCpl Robson stepped up to lead a team of Coldstreamers in a very tight cricket match, with the 
Coldstream XI proving too much for the Falkland XI. Individuals have also assisted other units with a 
myriad of tasks from dog handling to running around shopping centres in Dudley acting as the 
civilian population. More recently, the Company has conducted its Annual Combat Marksmanship 
Test in Pirbright.    
 
THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS 2017 
 
Major W J Tower was awarded the MBE in the 2017 Queen’s Birthday Honours List. 
 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS   
 
On 25th March The Major General Commanding the Household Division, Major General B J 
Bathhurst CBE, carried out his annual inspection of 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards, in Victoria 
Barracks, Windsor.  After the parade he presented the following members of the Battalion with 
Certificates of Commendation: 
 
Major C E B Starkey    -   Commander Field Army Certificate of Commendation 
Captain S Taylor          -   Commander Field Army Certificate of Commendation 
Captain N Allen            -   General Officer Commanding 1st(UK) Division Certificate 
                                         Of Commendation 
Gdsm ?? Rothwell        -  General Officer Commanding London District Certificate of 
                                         Commendation  
 
THE COLDSTREAM GUARDS ASSOCIATION CUP – YORK RACES 
 
The race meeting will take place on Saturday 14th October.  The York Branch of the Association will 
be gathering for the meeting, as they did last year. The Band of the Coldstream Guards will be there 
to add a little colour to the occasion. Regimental Charitable funds will sponsor the final race of the 
day, the Coldstream Guards Handicap Stakes.  You will need to purchase a (discounted) entry ticket 
for the day from the York Racecourse Booking office (01904-620911) 
https://www.yorkracecourse.co.uk/racing-fixtures.html.  
          
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
  
2017 
 
14 October      - The Coldstream Guards Association Handicap Stakes, York Races 
9 November    - Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey 
12 November  - Remembrance Sunday 
 
2018 
 
21 April        -  Her Majesty the Queen's Birthday 
23 April        -  St George's Day 
13 May         -  Black Sunday 
26 May         - Queen’s Birthday Parade (Major General’s Review) 
    2 Jun        - Queen’s Birthday Parade (Colonel’s Review) (Colonel Coldstream Guards) 
6&7 Jun       - Beating Retreat 
    9 Jun       - Queen’s Birthday Parade (1st Bn providing Escort to the Colour 
6-12 Aug    -  Coldstream Civic Week   
 
BAND CONCERTS 
 
The Regimental Band will give concerts in Leicester on Thursday 12 October 2017 at the de 
Montfort Hall on 12th October (www.demontforthall.co.uk), in Hull  City Hall on Friday 13 October 



2017 (https://www.hulltheatres.co.uk/whats-on/year)  and they will play at York Racecourse on 
Saturday 14 October 2017. They will also give a concert in Lincoln Cathedral on 20th October 2017.  
 
Leicester and Lincoln concerts are in aid of  ABF the Soldiers’ Charity and Hull City Hall in aid of 
Combat Stress. 
.  
NORTHERN IRELAND VETERANS ASSOCIATION SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE  
 
This year’s service will be held at 11.30am on Saturday 16 September 2017 at the National 
Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas, Staffordshire.  The service will commemorate and remember all 
those who lost their lives in the service of the Crown as a result of the conflict in Northern Ireland. 
The service will be followed by a parade down to the Ulster Ash Grove for the laying of wreaths.  
 
Following the laying of the wreaths, there will be a 20 minute pause before the parade forms up for 
the return march to the visitor centre during which the guest of honour will take the salute. 
The service is open to all and for further information please visit the Northern Ireland Veterans’ 
Association website at:   www.nivets.org.uk 
 
 
THE COLDSTREAM GUARDS ASSOCIATION - ONLINE MEMBERSHIP  
 
It has become obvious that there are many former Coldstreamers who for one reason or another are 
not members of The Coldstream Guards Association.  Regimental Headquarters has now set up a 
database for those who would like to keep up to date with what is happening within the Regiment 
and the wider Regimental family but do not want or are unable to take on the formal commitment of 
joining one of the 29 Branches of the Association. 
 
Anyone who would like to take advantage of this scheme should complete the attached form and 
send it to me at Regimental Headquarters but please note that this facility is only available to those 
with an email account.  This option is not open to current members of TCGA Branches who will 
continue to receive news and information through their Branch Secretary.   
 
2018 REGIMENTAL DIARIES 
 
The 2018 diary is a one week to view leather bound diary, with the Coldstream star and ‘2018’ 
embossed in gold on the cover and will cost £7.50 (incl p&p).  An order form is attached which 
should be submitted to RHQ with the necessary payment. No orders will be accepted after 6 
December 2017.  
 
MY REGIMENT AND ME – A BOOK BY LES WALKLIN 
 
Former 3rd Battalion man Les Walklin has written a book detailing his experiences as a 
Coldstreamer in the UK and the Suez Emergencies 1951-1956.  A flyer for the book is attached and 
copies can be purchased from the PRI Shop or from Les himself at a cost of £9.99p. 
 
IN MEMORIAM 
 
Sadly, I have to report the names of those Coldstreamers who have passed away since the  
last Information Bulletin:- 

                                                                
  

Number Int Name Date of Death 
22598114 J Fish Jan-17 

 S M Haigh 05-Jan-17 
22817116 R Green 13-Jan-17 
22302305 J Wiggan 17-Jan-17 



 P W Phillips 18-Jan-17 
Major S B Fraser 27-Jan-17 
Major Sir Fergus Matheson of Matheson Bt 27-Jan-17 
Captain J Alderson - Smith MC 31-Jan-17 

2660658 W Coverley 02-Feb-17 
 G Wearmouth 13-Feb-17 
 A D A W Forbes MBE 19-Feb-17 

23274356 W R Edgington 19-Feb-17 
2669460 J W Earle 21-Feb-17 

22302031 T Caress 27-Feb-17 
22302909 J Dillon 09-Mar-17 
24000859 D A Bell 12-Mar-17 

 C N Perry 19-Mar-17 
Major  R N F Sweeting 28-Mar-17 
24440015 T Wiseman Apr-17 
22659066 D R Goodman 02-Apr-17 

 A W Fenwick 08-Apr-17 
Captain S G Brooksbank 13-Apr-17 
23270459 J Tucker 16-Apr-17 

2670538 P   Baker 28-Apr-17 
Major D H J Glisson MBE 05-May-17 

 N J Fitzherbert 06-May-17 
 J Vestey 10-May-17 

23650303 J Gledhill 16-May-17 
Captain J Robinson 24-May-17 
Captain Sir Alistair Horne CBE 25-May-17 

220517 P Hill 25-May-17 
23650731 R A Naden 30-May-17 

2668128 H Beckman 02-Jun-17 
24000862 C   Robertson 07-Jun-17 

 T Rampley 22-Jun-17 
 A Burfoot 23-Jun-17 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

R W C MATTHEWS 
Captain 
Hon Sec TCGA 
 
Wellington Barracks 
Birdcage Walk 
London  
SW1E 6HQ 
 
0207414 3263 
 



aracoldmgds@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

www.coldstreamguards.org.uk 
 
 

2018 REGIMENTAL DIARY 
 

 
PRI SHOP 
REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 
COLDSTREAM GUARDS 
WELLINGTON BARRACKS 
BIRDCAGE WALK 
LONDON SW1E 6HQ 
 
(: 020 7414 3249 
E-Mail: coldstreamguardspri@hotmail.com 
 
The cost of the 2018 Regimental Diary is £7.50.  This includes Postage & Packaging 
 
Please send me ……….. diary/diaries. 
 
I enclose my cheque/postal order for £ ………………. 
 
The address for despatch is: 

RANK/TITLE: ___________________ 
 

INITIAL: _______________________ 
 

NAME: ________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
 
(: ___________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail: ________________________________________________ 



 
 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO “COLDSTREAM GUARDS CENTRAL BANK” 
        (ORDERS ACCEPTED UNTIL WEDNESDAY 6 DECEMBER 2017 ONLY) 
                                   
 

 
ONLINE MEMBER APPLICATION FORM – RHQ BRANCH, THE COLDSTREAM 
GUARDS ASSOCIATION 

 

Full Name: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Regimental Number: ………………………………………………… 

 

Enlistment Year: …………………………… 

 

Discharge Year: …………………………... 

 

Rank on Discharge: ………………………………………………… 

 

Post Nominal Honours (If applicable): 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Post Code: ……………………………… 

Contact Telephone Number: …………………………………………………………………… 

 

E-Mail Address: 
……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please Return to: 
Hon Secretary 
The Coldstream Guards Association 



RHQ Coldstream Guards 
Wellington Barracks 
Birdcage Walk 
London  
SW1E 6HQ      aracoldmgds@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MY REGIMENT AND ME 
 

 
Nulli Secundus 

 
 

 
 

LES WALKLIN 
 

Published by Honeybee Books NETHERBURY DT6 5LP 
The Coldstream Guards in UK and 

the Suez Emergencies 1951-1956 
 The author enlists in the Coldstream Guards in 1950 and progresses through the fearsome Guards Depot where he endures harsh drill and physical training before 
passing out as a fully trained guardsman. 
 Before long due to riots and terrorist activity in Egypt the 1st Battalion is hurriedly shipped out to Cyprus aboard HMS Illustrious and shortly afterwards to Port Said. 
Told in words and pictures, the story covers postings on 'active service' to Cyprus and Egypt during the Suez Canal Zone Emergency from 1951 - 1954 and the 1956 Suez 
Crisis preparations. 
 Using soldier's terminology and NCO's vocabulary the book provides a living history of the time with descriptions of the Celebration of Ramadan, the Cyprus 'Troubles' 
and Hanging the Brick at Xmas. It comments on veterans living in basic camps, enduring boredom, and activities such as guard duties, driving in the desert, cable cutting 
patrols, searching villages and safeguarding personal and military kit from the ever present  'klefti wallahs'. 
 On a more serious tone the activities of murderous terrorists are outlined. These include ambushes, sniping and attacks on civilians, riots at the Tel el Kebir Railway 
Station and firefights with well-armed Egyptian Police at the Bureau de Sanitaire in Ismailia. The 3rd Battalion is flown to Fayid from Tripoli as part of a task force of 20 
000 reinforcements and based at Tel-el-Kebir before moving later to Fanara until returning to UK. 
 On its return to UK the 1st Battalion takes up Public Duties and trains Reservists in Norfolk. These are described together with amusing reflections. 
 Preparations for the 3rd Battalion involvement in the 1956 Suez Crisis are outlined as are how the 'It's on' - false alarm -'No, it's off' indecision affect its readiness to 
join the conflict. 
 The final chapter contains a carefully researched and recorded account of the '1956 Suez Crisis' provided by Patricia Jezzard, President of the 'Canal Zoners 
Association that gives a factual picture of the whole distressing incident. 
 
TO ORDER A COPY PLEASE SEND YOUR NAME & ADDRESS BY E MAIL to leswalklin@talktalk.net  
OR POST ADDRESS with a CHEQUE for £9.99 payable to ‘L. WALKLIN’ to:  
21 Charlton House Court, BLANDFORD FORUM, DT11 9NT 
Or pay by INTERNET BANKING to:  
Lloyds Bank: Account name: L W WALKLIN  
Sort Code: 30-90-92   Account No: 16029068  
Reference: please ENTER YOUR SURNAME (for identification purposes) 
 
Any queries please telephone Les Walklin on 01258 454270 



 


