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SOUTH East creative agency 
hello Friday has its sights 
firmly set on the July 1 release 
of Australia’s first children’s 
farming story app on the iTunes 
market. 

Development of the George 
the Farmer character and story 
began 18 months ago when 
Penola and Mount Gambier 
based hello Friday directors 
Simone Kain and Ben Hood 
set about creating a character 
which they found was missing 
in the children’s story and app 
market - an Australian farmer.

Both directors grew up on 
farming properties and have 
a passion for country Australia.

Coupled with Simone’s hus-
band working on the family 
farm, inspirational and edu-
cational story lines of farming 
in Australia which are real, 
relevant and generally humor-
ous were plentiful.

“With three sons under four, 
I easily identified a noticeable 
gap in this genre within the 
book and app market,” she 
said.

“I found that along with there 
not being any Australian farm-
ing content for children with 
Australian accents and termi-
nology, there also wasn’t a true 
farming character worldwide.”

The stories, penned by 
Simone and creatively illus-
trated by Ben, focus on George, 
who is everyone’s friend.

With his trusty dog Jessie by 
his side, George tackles the day 
to day activities of Australian 
farming life with enthusiasm, 
a “can-do” attitude and most 
importantly a big smile.

Although Australian in 
nature, the hello Friday duo 
believes the character has 
international appeal.

George’s personality is 
inherited from a combination 
of traits of local identities.

He has an obsession with 
football and cricket which often 
plays havoc with him not being 

able to finish jobs off in their 
entirety.

Lucky for George, his beauti-
ful and talented wife Ruby is 
always there to lend a helping 
hand.

The challenges that face 
George and Ruby in each story 
closely reflect and make fun of 
the daily tasks that make up 
farming life, making the stories 
amusing not only for the two 
to eight age group, but adults 
alike.

The app includes the first 
story of the series, which 
follows George as he plants 
a wheat crop, as well as two 
games and an activity where 
children can sing along to the 
George the Farmer song, which 
has been written, performed 
and produced by Ben.

“I really enjoyed pulling the 
song together, using repeti-
tive lyrics and major chords to 
appeal to young ears,” he said.

“My children and other 
friend’s children were used as 
guinea pigs and it was amazing 
to see their response, joining 
in singing the words after only 
hearing it a couple of times.”

The talents of well-known 
South Australian radio pre-
senter, actor, director and 
current host of radio program 
The Evening Show on 891 ABC 
Adelaide Peter Goers OAM 
were secured as the narrator 
of the stories. 

“Peter’s voice and accent 
typify a rural Australia that 
we were really wanting to 
capture,” Simone said.

“He’s a very talented and 
generous man who has great 
enthusiasm in every word 
spoken and on sending through 
details of the project, along with 
the story, to Peter, he simply 
replied with ‘very interesting. 
Call me’.

“He could see the potential of 
the project and the enormous 
benefit of teaching children 
about daily farming activities, 
which was heartening.”

The app will be released on 
July 1.

More information can be 
found on the George the 
Farmer website at www.
georgethefarmer.com.au or by 
following GeorgetheFarmerAU 
on Facebook or Instagram.

CREATIVE APPROACH: hello Friday production duo Ben Hood and Simone Kain have created a story 
app for mobile devices telling the story of George the Farmer, complete with a song and games.

Creativity app-lauded
South East agency to launch children’s 
farming story on smartphone platform

A FRIEND FOR ALL: George the Farmer is set to prove popular with 
children after being created in the South East.

THE George the Farmer character 
reflects South East life.

Born on April 7 in Panoola, South 
Australia, George grew up on his 
family farming property where they 
grazed cattle and sheep.

He attended St Joseph’s Primary 
School followed by The Sacred Cross’ 
High School, where he excelled in all 
sports, except table tennis.

His dream of captaining the 
Australian cricket team was crushed 
after finishing school when he injured 
his shoulder in a motorbike accident 
while chasing a mob of pesky sheep.

His love of sport failed to diminish 
and he went on to captain his local 
cricket and football teams, which 
included six premierships.

His knowledge of sports is widely 
known and he is asked to contribute 
regularly to sporting conversations 
on the local ABC radio.

George took over the management 
of the family farm, Telford, from his 
parents on their retirement nine 
years ago.

At this time he moved into the 
family homestead with his beautiful 
wife Ruby.

George the Farmer synopsis

Foodbank is an independent South Australian not for profit 
association that sources donations of food and groceries from the 
food industry for distribution to welfare agencies.

We put over 2.2 million meals a year on the tables of hungry people, 
many of them elderly and children.

As times get tougher, we need your help. 
Every dollar we receive is invested in 
ongoing programs to buy needed foods. 
Your donation or bequest will continue to 
generate food long after we are all gone.

Foodbank Mt Gambier branch services 
the Limestone Coast and Western 
Victoria region.

To donate  visit www.fbsa.org.au

We are  for 
money to feed
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At an Information evening at 
the Oak Tree Room at The Barn

747 Punt Rd, OB Flat 
on Wednesday June 18th  at 7.30pm (SA time)

       
  

T: 03 5572 1355
E: admissions@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 

www.hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au

   Come and see who

64
86

47


