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It has been a while since our previous newsletter and so this will be something of 
a bumper edition and will touch on some topics not found elsewhere. There are 
many whisky newsletters, both for the trade and the consumer, and very often 
they are simply repeating company press releases. We never do that. Instead, we 
try and bring unusual reports, first-hand experiences, and a fresh eye to 
contemporary matters. 
 
VISIT TO SCOTLAND 
 
MyWhiskyJourneys director Philip Morrice had the good fortune to travel to 
Europe in the fourth quarter of 2022.  He has shared the highlights of time spent in 
Scotland. 
 
Since the pandemic and various associated lockdowns had interfered with my 
annual visit to my native Scotland since 2019, there was much ground to make up  
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when I went there in September 2022, including catching up with old friends and 
family. My main points of call were Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Speyside and 
various places in between. I will restrict myself to three particular whisky related 
highlights. 
 
The first was a tour of an old favorite of mine, Royal Lochnagar, which was 
appropriate as it took place just shortly after the death at Balmoral Castle of the 
Queen. Royal Lochnagar sits one mile from the castle and has had a mixed history 
with the latter’s owners, including a period when the Royal title was removed 
allegedly as a result of a dispute with the late Prince Philip over effluent disposal 
from the distillery, but has since happily been back in place for some decades. The 
distillery was undergoing quite extensive maintenance and so was not actually 
distilling but the very competent guide, a gentleman of Mauritian origin who 
spoke eloquently about his beloved distillery but with a distinct French accent, 
gave us an excellent presentation. This simply added to the romance of the place 
and reminded me that a former chairman of United Distillers (as it was at the 
time) had Royal Lochnagar as his chosen favorite from amongst the wide range of 
malt whiskies within that company’s portfolio. And this is, of course, a part of 
Scotland that is very much associated with the monarch and the royal family and 
so the solemnity of recent events was very much in evidence but did not detract 
from our visit which was rounded off by taking away some very handy samples of 
the product rather than drinking them on the spot. Incidentally, royalty’s 
association with Scotch whisky is a long and happy one and I will expand on that 
in the next newsletter. 
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Another distillery visit and one to which I had not been for many years, was 
Aberfeldy in Perthshire, long the home of Dewar’s and, since 1998, the property 
of the Bacardi-Martini group. It was not so much the distillery itself, which is a 
fairly conventional Highland malt operation, that attracted me, but more the 
admirable Dewar’s World of Whisky which is an excellent educational experience 
for the whisky student since it contains many original materials relating to the 
establishment, development and success of the Dewar’s brand going back several 
generations. There is also a comfortable lounge/café area where one can enjoy a 
simple meal as well as a selection of Dewar’s whiskies. I think it is one of the best 
presentations of a particular Scotch brand that I have seen and could be a good 
example for others to follow. Of course, Tommy Dewar was quite a Showman, 
being a great promoter of his product and a strong believer in the value of 
advertising, hence there are many historical examples of the latter on display in 
celebrating the success of this iconic brand. 
 

 
 
Not to be outdone, the Johnny Walker Experiences in Edinburgh’s Princes Street is 
an absolute must for anyone even only vaguely interested in the world of whisky. 
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Just the place, as I found, to spend a chilly afternoon in the Scottish capital and, in 
contrast with most whisky related presentations, this one is in the hands of a 
young, talented and artistic band of promoters – or should I call them influencers 
– who not only know their stuff about whisky and, of course, Johnny Walker, but 
present it all with a panache and warmth which is both attractive and endearing. 
The selection of whiskies to try and how they are mixed in so many different ways 
just shows what a versatile product it really is and how far it has moved from its 
original concept, as once presented by the famous striding man, although he is 
still around albeit in a somewhat updated version. 
 
 

 
 
I could go on about just how much whisky and Scotland have come together to 
present the product and the country jointly to visitors, but the three examples 
above will suffice for the moment. There’s just so much more to explore which, of 
course, will take me back to my homeland - hopefully on an annual basis once 
more. 
https://www.johnniewalker.com/en-gb/visit-us-princes-
street/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj6yVjbTG_QIVt5lmAh1SaAeAEAAYASAAEgJTofD_BwE 
 

https://www.johnniewalker.com/en-gb/visit-us-princes-street/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj6yVjbTG_QIVt5lmAh1SaAeAEAAYASAAEgJTofD_BwE
https://www.johnniewalker.com/en-gb/visit-us-princes-street/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj6yVjbTG_QIVt5lmAh1SaAeAEAAYASAAEgJTofD_BwE
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PROJECT INTREPID 
 
As we see the size of a typical bottle of whisky shrinking from 750 ml to 700 ml 
and even 500 ml, have you ever wondered what is the size of the largest bottle of 
Scotch in the world? 
 
Look no further than the Guinness Book of Records and you will learn that it is a 
bottle of Macallan whisky called The Intrepid and containing 311 litres of 32-year-
old Macallan single malt, distilled in 1989.  The artwork on the bottle features 
eleven of the world’s greatest explorers, intended to highlight upcoming 
expeditions and promote their charities. 
 
Standing 5 foot 11 inches tall, the bottle was presented at Duncan Taylor Scotch 
Whisky in Huntly, Scotland on 9 September 2021 and subsequently sold at 
auction. 
 
The inspiration behind the record was Daniel Monk of Fai Mai Holdings Group Inc 
and Rosewin Holdings PLC who gathered together a group of whisky enthusiasts, 
including Philip Mussared from MyWhiskyJourneys, to fund the attempt on the 
world record.  The whisky had been distilled in Scotland and matured in two sister 
casks in The Macallan’s Speyside warehouse for 32 years, the bottle was crafted 
in the Czech Republic, and Duncan Taylor handled the bottling.  
 
The bottle was subsequently sold in mid-2022 at auction by Lyon & Turnbull for 
£1,105,000 (around AUD 2 million).  There had been speculation that it might 
obtain the highest price at auction for a bottle of Scotch but we believe that 
record still remains with a bottle of The Macallan 1926 60 Year Old which sold in 
October 2019 for £1,452,000. 
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TASMANIAN DISTILLED SPIRITS INDUSTRY BLUEPRINT 
 
The modern Tasmanian spirits industry began a little over thirty years ago.  Even 
10 years ago, the number of distillers could be counted on the fingers of two 
hands.  But the past decade has seen an extraordinary expansion of the 
Tasmanian industry– now over 80 distilleries producing over 2.6 million litres of 
spirits a year, employing over 300 Tasmanians, and generating record exports. 
 
In October 2022, the Tasmanian Premier, the Hon Jeremy Rockcliffe MP, and the 
President of the Tasmanian Whisky and Spirits Association, Cam Brett (of Spring 
Bay distillery), launched the Tasmanian Distilled Spirits Industry Blueprint.  For 
those who have already discovered the great whiskies being made in Tasmania or 
for those who would like to know more about this emerging industry, the 
Blueprint sets out the roadmap for the future success of the industry – increasing 
demand, both in domestic and international markets. 
 
The Blueprint aims to support sustainable distilling growth, innovation 
advancements and the promotion and protection of the industry and the 
Tasmanian brand.  We commend the Blueprint to our readers. TWSA-Blueprint-
14-10-22.pdf 
 
At MyWhiskyJourneys we boast one of the biggest collections of Tasmanian 
whiskies no longer in circulation and invite you to familiarise yourself with our 
extensive selection of old gems at Tasmanian Whiskies – MyWhiskyJourneys 
 
GREG RAMSAY 
 
Greg Ramsay and Ratho Farm at Bothwell are both well-known and loved 
Tasmanian institutions.  And Greg is, of course, a mover and shaker in the whisky 
industry both in Tasmania and internationally.  We thought we would share the 
attached article from the Australian Golf Digest with our readers.  
 
https://www.australiangolfdigest.com.au/a-refreshing-approach-the-story-of-
tasmanian-golf-entrepreneur-greg-ramsay/ 
 
His latest venture is the renovation of a pub in Bothwell dating back to the 1830s, 
which will be complete with whisky lounge and piano bar.  
 

https://www.twsa.net.au/PDF/TWSA-Blueprint-14-10-22.pdf
https://www.twsa.net.au/PDF/TWSA-Blueprint-14-10-22.pdf
https://mywhiskyjourneys.com/collections/tasmanian-whiskies
https://www.australiangolfdigest.com.au/a-refreshing-approach-the-story-of-tasmanian-golf-entrepreneur-greg-ramsay/
https://www.australiangolfdigest.com.au/a-refreshing-approach-the-story-of-tasmanian-golf-entrepreneur-greg-ramsay/
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WHISKY AND THE MOVIES 
 
Continuing our practice of highlighting movies where whisky plays a role, the 
excellent Edward G Robinson film “Scarlet Street” released in 1945 is an early 
example of blatant product placement by what was then a popular Scotch in the 
US, namely Haig’s Dimple. It features halfway through the film when Chris Cross, 
played by Edward G, begins to realise that the love of his life is not all that she 
appears to be. A bottle of Dimple is introduced by the heroine’s friend as a sort of 
peace offering and is handled amongst the actors in a very distinctive manner and 
is on the screen for several minutes. Here are some shots to give you a feel for 
what is a rather clever way of getting your product in front of a large audience. 
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Apart from all that, it is a gem of a movie with Joan Bennett in support as the 
femme fatale who brings Edward G to his ruination. As one reviewer commented 
“Scarlet Street is a superb film. It’s a pulpy noir and an experiment in 
expressionism. It can also be read as a post-war parable of moral collapse. Yet 
what lingers is its tragedy”.  
 
MINIATURE COLLECTIONS 
 
At MWJ we do not deal in miniatures but we do recognise that it is a particular 
aspect of whisky collecting and investing which attracts those who do not 
wish to have the expense of buying the full bottle or simply do not have the 
space for a collection of them. One such collector is Jon Burton and we invited 
him to contribute an article to this newsletter explaining how he became 
involved in this particular aspect of the whisky phenomenon. 
 
ARTICLE BY JON BURTON 
“I began collecting whisky around 10 years ago, when my now wife bought me a 33 year old 
Glendronach single cask at The Oak Barrel in Sydney CBD. We were living in Sydney at the 
time, and I had been introduced to famed local establishments like the Baxter Inn on 
occasion, but my interest really grew once I started to dig into the history and the provenance 
of the bottles, brands and distilleries. My collection of standard bottles, although eclectic, 
focused on rare or unique offerings to the best of my knowledge at the time and included 
purchases such as:  
 

-          Ardbeg Galileo 
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-          Chateau Montifaud 1898-1904 Héritage Maurice Vallet Fine Petite Champagne 
Cognac (not a whisky but significant nonetheless) 
-          1938 Glen Grant 45 year old 
-          Karuizawa single cask 1999-2000 
-          Vintage Macallan 10 year olds  
-          A few unusual Japanese bottles such as the Nikka Northland from the 1970s 
-          A variety of Glendronach single casks and older core bottlings (12, 15, 18, 25 
year old), and one which I obtained from the late Richard Gooding collection (The 
Perfect Collection). 

It wasn’t until 2018 or 2019 that I really caught onto the miniature market. Although it is 
relatively niche, it gives the collector an ability to obtain rare, historic and sometimes 
mythological bottles at a fraction of the price of a full-sized bottle. Were my current collection 
to contain only full-sized bottles, I would hate to think of the procurement costs! I see the 
miniature market as a gateway for budding whisky historians and collectors.  
 
These days, my collection consists of mostly miniatures and they are what I will continue to 
focus on.  While the miniature collection is relatively modest in number (it doesn’t run into 
the hundreds), many are of significant rarity and notoriety in the whisky collector’s world. 
Each bottle tells a story, if not for the liquid in the bottle, then simply for the period in which 
it was born and of the time frame in which it matured, often spanning more than 5 decades. 
Importantly, the condition of the bottles is testament to the appreciation and care the 
respective owners have given them over their lifetime.  
 
Some standouts in the miniature collection include a trio of Dewar’s dating from the 1920s-
1950s, a pre-war Mortlach from the Book of Kells collection and a series of Macallan’s 
including a pre-war G&M bottling and a 1946 56 year old Fine and Rare (second in age 
statement only to the fabled 60 year old from the series).    
 

 
1. Dewar’s Miniatures – 1953 Coronation Spring Cap, Imperial Institute Finest Old 

Liqueur Whisky and Victoria’s Vat 
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2. Macallan Miniatures – 1946 56 year old Fine and Rare (Cask 46/3M), 1948 Select 

Reserve, 1951 and 1961 
 

 
3.       Mortlach Miniature – 1936 Book of Kells  

 
I’d like to personally thank Philip Morrice for giving me the opportunity to showcase and 
appreciate the significance of the collection. Without his passion and commitment to the 
industry, this would not be possible”.    
 
Any reader wishing to correspond with Jon, please email us at info@mywhiskyjourneys.com and 
we will forward your message to Jon. 

 
SCOTCH WHISKY EXPORT STATISTICS 
 
As something of a labour of love, our Swedish friend Louis Reps has been creating 
graphs on Scotch Whisky exports and production capacity drawing on data from 
the Scotch Whisky Association.  His book on the Pattison Crash  is available on the 
MWJ website at The Rise and Fall of Pattisons Whisky of Leith – 
MyWhiskyJourneys 
 

mailto:info@mywhiskyjourneys.com
https://mywhiskyjourneys.com/collections/biblioteca/products/the-rise-and-fall-of-pattisons-whisky-of-leith-x
https://mywhiskyjourneys.com/collections/biblioteca/products/the-rise-and-fall-of-pattisons-whisky-of-leith-x
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Louis has generously shared the link to his graphs on Scotch Whisky – the graphs 
can be found at https://repspect.se/swa_export_statistic_2022.html 
 
FEEDBACK 
We enjoy getting feedback from readers – positive or otherwise – but particularly 
if it is adding to our store of whisky knowledge. And so please feel free to 
comment or ask questions at info@mywhiskyjourneys.com which we shall gladly 
share with the rest of the readership. 
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