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Commodore 

Ahoy Mates! 

May was a fantastic month! We celebrated Cinco de Mayo, National Military Spouse Appreciation Day, and held 
our first Women Veterans Duffy Cruise in partnership with the Long Beach VA Hospital Women Veterans Pro-
gram. 
 
Our Cinco de Mayo party was a great success, with a sold-out crowd that enjoyed a delicious catered menu offer-
ing a variety of authentic Mexican foods. The DJ played tunes and the party-goers danced until closing time. I 
can’t wait until next year’s Cinco de Mayo fiesta! 
 
We celebrated National Military Spouses Day as part of our regular Friday night potluck. The evening was filled 
with tasty food and fabulous decorations. Members shared heartwarming real-life stories, and we ended with a 
special toast to all. 
 
Now let me tell you about our first Duffy Cruise in honor of women veterans. The excitement was over the top! 
The veterans and three program managers arrived in the morning and enjoyed fresh coffee donated by our local 
Coffee Bean Shop, with fresh blueberry muffins and fruit provided by our members. They spent two hours cruis-
ing Alamitos Bay in three Duffys loaned by our NYCLB members: Mo Nelson, Manny Harro, and Tony and Becky 
Rietdyk. Each Duffy was stocked with a tray of delicious snacks supplied through member donations. When the 
groups arrived back at the clubhouse they enjoyed a BBQ of hamburgers and hotdogs, with mouthwatering sides 
of salads and desserts. As a surprise for all guests, each veteran received a gift package containing several dona-
tions from our local merchants that randomly included $15 to $50 gift certificates and much more. The afternoon 
ended with the veterans in attendance expressing their appreciation for an enjoyable day. NYCLB was awarded a 
beautiful framed Certificate of Appreciation from the Long Beach VA Hospital—a huge surprise and honor for us. 
The certificate was presented by the hospital’s director of Women Veterans’ programs, Laurie Rudisill. The cer-
tificate is now hanging in our clubhouse for all to view.  Sunday, May 20, was a fantastic day, watching and hear-
ing our veteran guests sing, dance, laugh, and even cry a little. 
 
A big shout-out goes to Cindy Ramirez, the NYCLB member who gathered donated gifts from local merchants; our 
Duffy skippers; those who donated food; and all those in attendance. Those of you who could not attend really 
missed a rewarding experience. Check out photos of the event on our website: https://nyclb.org. 
 

Hope to see you soon! 
Becky Martinez 
Commodore 

https://nyclb.org
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Womens’ Veteran Duffy Cruise and BBQ 
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Hello from the Vice Commodore, 

I really don’t know where to start my article, but I’ll start with this. 

Mothers’ Day brunch was a success and the weather cooperated. At the start, it was a little cloudy but as the day went on, 
the sun came out and what wind we had at the start died down.  The Abbey, which is a local restaurant here in Seal Beach 
on Main Street, did the catering.  Tom the owner did a fantastic job of providing a great brunch.  We are trying to use local 
restaurants and when you are in the area, go to the Abbey for a great lunch or dinner.  The pictures are on our new web 
site at “NYCLB.org”. 

Moving on, I want to mention that Pam and I have been attending other clubs’ Opening Days.  This is a great time for our 
Bridge Officers to go visit other clubs and mingle with their bridge officers.  Also asking what they are doing in a positive 
way of keeping members.  We have heard many positive new ideas.  With that said we have been to 15 Opening Days, a 
couple in the San Diego area, four in Marina Del Rey, two in Dana Point, two in Newport Beach and also one up in the 
mountains for Lake Gregory Y.C. and the rest in our area.  I would like to see more of our Bridge attend the out of area 
opening days next year.  

Now, for what I think of as the sad news.  I’m sure many of you have heard that Pam and I are moving to Wyoming in a cou-
ple of months.  We leave with a heavy heart and are truly going to miss you all.  We have been members of NYCLB for over 
27 years.  We have so many memories of all the great times.  Now that’s not saying we will never be bac; we will pop in 
from time to time and especially NYCLB Opening Day. 

Pam is still volunteering to do some things for SCYA.  We will keep in touch through the Scuttlebutt. 

So, that brings up the question of whose going to be the Vice Commodore for the rest of the year?  That person will be Staff 
Commodore Tony Rietdyk who volunteered to help out, who better than someone that has been there once before.  Tony 
will be in charge of the Fathers’ Day event, which I think the flyer has already been sent out.   

I don’t want to end my article not on a sad note of leaving but on a positive note.  This club has really changed for the good 
in the past 6 years.  Our membership has grown when other yacht clubs are struggling to keep members.  That shows that 
when we invite perspective members, they like what they see.  They know that most of us have been in the military and 
I’ve seen many sharing war stories.  This is what we are and all are very proud of serving in the armed forces. 

With that all said, it has been an honor being your Commodore in 2014 and your Vice Commodore for the past 5 months. 

 

Victor & Pam 

Vice Commodore 

Victor Padilla 
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NYCLB’s  

Mother’s Day Brunch 
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Sunday, May 13, 2018 
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Rear Commodore 

Polly Mullen 

 
Hello Navy Yacht Club Members! 

 

Hope to see you all at the New Members Welcome Potluck on June 8th.  We will be welcoming 4 new mem-
bers; Forrest and Denise Peterson, Robert Armeson, Jennifer and Joshua Haynie, and Paul Abelquist.  Great 
new additions; please come make them feel welcome! 

 

Our events just keep getting better and better.  Please watch your emails for information of what is coming 
up!  We have Father’s Day, a couple of cruise-outs and, of course, 3rd of July. Don’t forget to come to the 
General Meeting with your votes for the Bylaw updates! 

 

We are right on track for bringing in new members.  Our Application is on our new website, www.NYCLB.org.  
Lots of fun, new people, so come join us for our Friday night Potlucks!  The sunsets have been amazing! 

 

 

Always my best, 

 

Polly Mullen 

Rear Commodore 

http://www.NYCLB.org


 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               9 

Jr. Staff Commodore 

Tommy Wheeler 

May weather was working favorably for us and we had some really nice club events. I won’t go into   

details, but I sure appreciate all the effort that was expended to make them successful.  

 

So, we now move into June. Coming on the 10th is our General Membership meeting and I would       

encourage as many of you to attend as possible. We need 15% of membership present to conduct   

business and I’d hate to think all the work that was put into this meeting going to waste. You should 

have received your ballots with sufficient time to read them and ask questions where clarification was 

necessary. There are a few ways to deliver your completed ballots. You can mail them to the address 

provided on the ballot, or drop them in the mail box at the club house, or bring them with you to the 

meeting and hand deliver them. Regardless of the method of delivery, the drop dead time is 4 PM on  

10 June.  

 

Following the general meeting, on June 17th, is our Father’s Day bash. We also have a cruise-out to Two 

Harbors scheduled for the weekend of the 22nd. Contact the Wheelers to RSVP. Please see the flyers in 

this addition for more details. 

 

Once again I thank all of you for being active and supporting members of our small club. None of this 

could happen without your efforts. 

 

Respectfully, 

Tommy Wheeler 

Junior Staff Commodore 
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Race Committee Chair 

Heinz Butner 
NYCLB conducted the Armed Forces Day Race on Saturday May 12.  This race was the second race of the Long 
Beach Harbor Series.  We had a light turnout with most of the competition in the A Fleet.  Winner in PHRF A was 
Dos Amigos Dos (C&C 110) followed by the J109s Shadowfax and Raptor.  The top finishers are now in a three-way 
tie for the Series lead.   In PHFR Non-Spinnaker Que Linda finished first.  Great sailing by all!! 
 
Tuesday Sailing continues. The races are a pursuit style race and goal is to finish close together. This is one of the 
easiest ways to go racing.  If you don’t have a sailing vessel just bring yourself – there is always a skipper in need of 
crew. The club website has the most recent NYCLB Senior Salty Sailors course chart:  26 February 2018.   
 
The Tuesday SS results follow:  
 
Tuesday May 8 Race: The majority of the J/fleet stayed at home along with their crews. The  
Two-boat race, was on course # 10, 7.2 miles, with wind in the 8 to 14.0 knot range.  In first place Macs, followed 
two minutes later by Green Dragon.  
 
Tuesday May 8: This week we had a five-boat race on course # 19, 7.5 miles, with wind in the 5.0 to 8.0 knot 
range.  In first place, with a horizon job on the fleet, Nui Koa (good job Bill, nice to see you sailing with us) followed 
by Macs, Green Dragon, with the J/109s bring up the rear, Shadowfax and Raptor. 
 
Tuesday May 15 Race: We had another five boat race on course # 4, 6.8 miles, with wind in the 8.0 to 14.0 knot 
range.  In first place, Shadowfax followed by Raptor (looks like the 109s need a bit of breeze) Green Dragon and 
Love & War, Macs DNS. 
 
Tuesday May 22:  Again, we had five boats race this time on course # 3, 6.5 miles, with wind in the 6.0 to 10.0 knot 
range.  In first place, Shadowfax followed by Raptor, Green Dragon, Macs and Little Macs. New this week was a 
YouTube video of the race taken from Shadowfax, thanks to Paul Sorenson for the camera work. Link for the show: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVeiNtSB3cY&feature=youtu.be 
 
Tuesday May 29: The noted highlight for this week was a battle of the 72 rated J/boats, with three boats race on 
course # 38, 5.6 miles, wind in the 6.0 to 9.0 knot range.  In first place, with a huge headsail, Macs, followed by 
Shadowfax and Green Dragon.Paul again provided a video from Shadowfax:  Link:   https://youtu.be/8Cr4mOw_z2o 
 
With Hideki Tsuda on Mac’s posting our races on Facebook Yacht Club and Paul providing a view of the race from 
Shadowfax you can always enjoy the race if you couldn’t make it on Tuesday.  Well, not the same as being there! 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVeiNtSB3cY&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/8Cr4mOw_z2o
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Fleet Captain 

   

Marie Stanec 

 
Ahoy members! 
  

June 22 – 24 – Two Harbors – Tommy & Sylvia Wheeler 
July 13 -15 - Newport – Tony & Becky Rietdyk 
September – Alamitos Bay – Dinghy Scavenger Hunt 
 
Other suggested cruise: 
Cabrillo Yacht Club 
King Harbor Yacht Club 
Shoreline Yacht Club 
Del Rey Yacht Club 
   
VOLUNTEERS are needed for the events to be a success.   
 
For any suggestions, questions or concerns, please call or email me. 
  
Mobile no. - (626) 833-5977   
Email address - mpstanec@gmail.com 
  
Thank you in advance for your participation in making this year a success. 
  
Sincerely 

Marie Stanec 
Fleet Captain 

mailto:mpstanec@gmail.com
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Anatomy of a DNF  -  By Ben Smith 

For several reasons, I decided to crew on a buddy’s boat instead of entering Renegade in the 2018 Newport to        

Ensenada.  So I found myself working the bow on board Onde Amo.  Onde Amo is a Beneteau First 40.7 and she liked 

the light but steady breeze at the start.  Shortly after our 1130 start, we were headed for a waypoint just outside of the 

Coronado Islands and averaging about 7.5 knots. 

The breeze held and even began to build.  We made a couple of sail changes as the wind shifted and maintained our 

average speed with occasional bursts above 8 knots.  Before dark the wind had built to over 15 knots and shifted to the 

right.  We changed the headsail to the A2 asymmetrical spinnaker and continued to make good time.  We had dinner, 

and at 2100, I went down to get some rest before the mid-watch.   

The watch schedule works a bit differently than I’m accustomed to and I came up for my watch at 0100.  We were still 

flying the A2 and doing well enough that I could see the Coronados.  It was a beautiful night with clear skies and nearly 

a full moon.  The moon was so bright, I could see it shining on the water.   

There were three of us on watch and the rest of the crew was sleeping down below.  At about 0230, we discussed 

whether we should gybe towards Ensenada and Stephen Ashley, the owner/skipper of Onde Amo, went below to 

check our position.  I was trimming the spinnaker.  At approximately 0238 and approximately 30 miles from Ensenada,  

I heard the driver state, “I have no helm.” 

Everything went into slow motion at that point.  It felt like I could still trim the spinnaker for a couple of seconds, but 

then the boat rounded up into the wind.  All we could do was hold on.  I was still hanging on to the spinnaker sheet, 

but now the spinnaker had passed through the fore triangle and was streaming behind the boat on the starboard side.  

Not a pretty sight.  I could hear Stephen inside the boat yelling, “All hands on deck!”  A few seconds later, there were a 

couple crewmates on deck to help douse the spinnaker.  I managed to ease the spin halyard and sheet slowly enough 

that the crew was able to pull the spinnaker in without ever touching the water.  The spinnaker was stuffed into the 

companionway and the boat immediately settled down. 

It was at this point that we could begin to investigate what had happened and what we needed to do to recover.  One 

crew member went below and opened an inspection port so that he could see the steering quadrant and the skipper 

went to fetch the emergency tiller.  It didn’t take long to determine that we had broken our steering cable.  The    

steering cable on Onde Amo is a 1/2” dyneema line with a minimum tensile strength of 22,500 pounds.  The crewman 

who went below, reported that the autopilot hydraulic ram was attached to the steering quadrant.  We quickly realized 

that we could steer with autopilot.  We engaged “Otto,” but Otto could not control the boat because we were dead 

into the wind and not making way.  We started the engine to get the boat moving again and Otto was soon driving the 

boat. 

It didn’t take long to realize that Otto could steer a better course than we could using the emergency tiller.  We knew 

at that point we were out of the race, so we pointed Otto at Ensenada and motor sailed the rest of the way.  We 

DNFed the 2018 Newport to Ensenada, but we also got one heck of a sea story! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

2 3 Salty Sailors’ Race 

Fireworks on  

the Bay 

4 5 6 Pot-Luck  -    Burn 

Your Own  - Share a 

dish  

7  

8   9 

 

10 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

11 Board Mtg. 12 13 Pot-Luck  -    

New Members Presen-

tation/Cruise-Out to NH 

14 Cruise-Out to  

Newport Harbor 

15 Cruise-Out to  

Newport Harbor 

16 17 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

18  19 20 Pot-Luck  -   

Prospective Members  

21 

22 23 24 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

25 26 27 Pot-Luck   

Birthdays   

28 

29 30 31 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

    

July 2018 

4  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Pot-Luck  - Burn 

Your Own -           

Share a dish 

2 

3 Victor & Pam  

Going Away Potluck 

4 5 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

6  7 8 Pot-Luck  -   

New Members  

Presentation 

9 

10 General       

Member-ship   

Meeting 3 PM 

11 12 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

13  Board Mtg. 14 15 Pot-Luck  

 Prospective Members 

 

16 

17 Catered by Abbey 18 19 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

20 21 22 Pot-Luck    

Cruise-Out to Two 

Harbors 

23 Cruise-Out to  

Two Harbors 

24  Cruise-Out to  

Two Harbors 

25 

 

26 Salty Sailors’ 

Race 

27 28 29 Pot-Luck    

  Birthdays  

30 

June 2018 
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2018 Flag Officers & Directors 
 

Commodore: Becky Martinez 
(951) 236-8198 

RMART57979@aol.com 
 

Vice Commodore: Tony Rietdyk 

(949) 522-5180 
TRIETDYK@SOCAL.RR.COM 

   
 

Rear Commodore: Polly Mullen 
(562) 760-9952 

POLLYAMULLEN@HOTMAIL.COM 
 

Jr. Staff Commodore: Tommy Wheeler 
562) 481-6355 

CWOWHEEL@AOL.COM 
 

Fleet Captain: Marie Stanec 
(626) 833-5977 

MPSTANEC@EARTHLINK.NET 
 

Directors: 
Chris Mewes 

Robbi Nagashima 

Kenneth Overfield 

Steve Stanec 

 

Staff 

 
Secretary                Sylvia Wheeler 
Treasurer               Sherrill Overfield 
Finance Committee Chair      Steve Stanec 
By Laws Committee Chair     Tamara Carbone, S/C 
Opening Day             Tommy Wheeler, S/C 
Chaplain                Norie Martin 
Publicity Committee Chair      Polly Mullen 
Judge Advocate            Kate Rinaldi 
Historian                Brandi Kulakowski 
Social Committee Chair       Tony Rietdyk S/C 
Bar Team Leads           Ken Overfield/Moti Cohen-Doron 
Ship’s Store              Robbi Nagashima 
Membership              Polly Mullen 
Scuttlebutt               Sylvia Wheeler 
Yearbook/Directory          Polly Mullen 
Webmaster              Monique Nelson 
Charity Regatta            Joyce Jackson 
Port Captain              Tony Rietdyk, S/C 
Race Committee Chair       Heinz Butner 
Fleet Captain             Marie Stanec 
Grounds/Facility/Improvement   Moti Cohen-Doron, Doug Wilson,   
                     Tony Rietdyk  
Quartermaster             Tony Rietdyk, S/C, Heinz Butner 
SCYA Delegates/Alternate     Tommy Wheeler, S/C, Heinz Butner 
ASPBYC Delegates/Alternate   Tony Rietdyk, S/C, Heinz Butner 
Sunshine Lady             Cathy Acevedo 
Events Permits             Manny Haro, Terry & Shirley Kyle 
Potluck Birthday Coordinator     Cindy Ramirez 

Dates to Remember 

Scuttlebutt 

Dates to Remember 

• June 3  -  Victor & Pam Going Away Potluck 

• June 10  -  General Membership Meeting 

• June 17  -  Father’s Day Event 

• June 22  -  24  -  Two Harbors Cruise-Out 

• July 3rd  -  Fireworks on the Bay 

• July 13  -  15  Newport Harbor Cruise-Out 
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Please Support Our NYCLB  2017-2018 
Membership Directory Advertisers  



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               23 



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               24 



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               25 



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               26 



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               27 



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               28 



 

The Scuttlebutt                                                                                                                               29 

Thank you for supporting our 
NYCLB  2017-2018 Membership  

Directory Advertisers  


