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Living with a large dog is very different from living 
with a small or medium-sized dog. Before you even 
bring the dog home for the first time, a lot of things 
need to be taken into consideration. Will the dog 
have enough room as it gets bigger? Can you afford 
to keep and care for it?

Dog lovers like big dogs for many reasons. Some 
people want them for protection. Others just love 
how big and cuddly they are. Training and caring  
for a large dog takes a lot of work, but it can be one 
of the most rewarding experiences of your life.

Large dog breeds include Dalmatians, German 
Shepherds, Great Danes, Newfoundlands,  
St. Bernards, Doberman Pinschers, Rottweilers,  
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Alaskan Malamutes, 
 Old English Sheepdogs, and many others.

In this guide, we’ll go over some of the basics of 
training and caring for a large dog. We’ll also explain 
some of the unique differences between keeping  
a large dog and a smaller-sized breed.

Introduction
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Just like with smaller breeds, training is important for living comfortably with your large 
dog, especially if you want to keep your home intact! Because they are so big, large breed 
dogs can be particularly destructive if they aren’t trained properly.

First, train you dog on the basics, like sitting, staying, and paying attention.  
Once you’ve got a good foundation, you’ll be ready to start more complicated  
types of training. Here are a few skills you should train your dog on as soon  
as you’re able:

1. Loose Leash Walking
2. Heeling
3. Training Not To Jump



Training Your Large Dog

1. Loose Leash Walking
There’s no denying it: Big dogs are strong. Walking a full-grown Newfoundland can feel 
like having a bear on a leash!

Without proper leash training, you run the risk of being pulled over by your large dog. 
Your dog’s raw power could also be a danger to other people, or themselves, especially  
as they get older. Consider using a harness instead of a collar, as the strength of your 
dog could cause them to choke.

Loose leash training will teach your dog not to pull on the leash when you go for a walk. 
It’s a challenge, but with repetition and a concerted effort, you can do it. It becomes 
harder to train your dog as they get older, so start loose leash training as soon as 
possible.

Here are a few techniques to teach your dog not to pull on their leash:

•	 Bring plenty of treats on your walk so you can reward your dog for good behavior.
•	
•	 Instead of a retractable leash, use a strong, thick leash that won’t snap or hurt  

your hands if your dog pulls.
•	
•	 Train your dog with the "watch me" of "focus" command to keep them on task.  

Give them a treat whenever they respond to your command.
•	
•	 If your dog pulls, issue a "stop" command and tell them to sit. Reward them  

for sitting.
•	
•	 Repeat these steps as many times as needed.
•	
•	 If your dog gets through an entire walk without pulling, reward them with  

a high-value treat like a natural chew or bully stick.
•	
It may take many walks for them to learn this skill. But if you’re patient and persistent, 
you’ll have one well-behaved walker!
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2. Heeling
Teaching your large dog to heel is another important step, both for taking successful 
walks and for obedience in general. "Heeling" means that your dog will walk directly next 
to you instead of in front of or behind you. 

It’s useful for keeping you and your dog safe on roads and for keeping them away from 
things they shouldn’t be getting into (such as the neighbor’s garbage). Without this skill, 
you may feel like your large dog is walking you and not the other way around! Like any 
form of training, it’s best to start as early as possible.

Here are a few techniques for teaching your dog to heel:

•	 Always keep plenty of training treats on hand. Use a training clicker or verbal cues 
to command your dog. You can use the exact command "heel," or one of your own 
invention, as long as you’re consistent.

•	
•	 Start your training in an environment with few distractions, such as a backyard  

or living room.
•	
•	 Establish your heel position (usually on the human’s left-hand side).  

Start with your dog sitting at the heel position.
•	
•	 Hold a treat in your hand close to the dog’s nose and issue your "heel" command.  

Take a few steps, giving your dog treats.
•	
•	 Once you can walk for a few yards using treats, cut down on the number  

of treats you use.
•	
•	 When walking long distances, use treats as necessary but gradually lower  

how often.
•	
•	 Repeat these steps as necessary, then add distractions such as walking your  

dog in your neighborhood. Take short walks using treats, then cut back on them.
•	
•	 Slowly add more distance to your walks and gradually remove treats from  

the equation. Eventually, you should be able to remove treats altogether.

If you find that your dog still breaks out of a heel, move farther back in the process  
and start over. Making the transition from a backyard to a neighborhood road can  
be challenging. But don’t give up! Keep a close eye on your dog’s body language, too.  
You can often anticipate when they’re tempted to break from the heel position.
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3. Training Not To Jump
It’s not uncommon for dogs to jump on guests when they enter your home.  
Lots of dogs also jump on their owners when they get home, too!

One explanation for this behavior is rooted in the way canines socialize with one 
another. Licking another dog’s muzzle is a way to show affection, de-escalate a tense 
situation, or invite them to play. When dogs jump on humans, they often lick their faces 
as well.

In smaller dogs, this behavior is often rewarded accidentally when a guest embraces  
a jumping dog or allows them to jump. In bigger dogs, this behavior can be problematic. 
When a large dog jumps on someone, their weight and strength can be overwhelming. 
They could knock down a small child or an elderly person, for example.

It’s best to start training your dog not to jump early on, while they are a puppy.  
When training, make sure you have plenty of training treats at hand. Here’s what to do:

•	 When you enter your door and your dog jumps up, stand still, look straight ahead, 
and fold your arms across your chest. 

•	
•	 Say off, or a similar command. You may also command your dog to sit. Don’t look  

at your dog when issuing commands.
•	
•	 When your dog’s front paws touch the floor, or when they sit, immediately give  

them praise and a treat.
•	
•	 If your dog jumps back up again, repeat the previous steps.
•	
•	 Eventually, reduce the number of treats you give and give your dog praise instead.
•	
•	 Once your dog stops jumping on you, enlist the help of a few friends. Repeat these 

steps with people who aren’t part of your household.
•	
•	 You can also use this technique for when people enter a room as well, not just the 

front door.

This technique is useful for dogs who jump to greet guests in a friendly manner. If your 
dog is aggressive towards people who enter your home, speak to your veterinarian about 
what you can do.
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Caring For Your Large Dog

Large dogs have needs that smaller-sized dogs don’t. Caring for them can be a big 
responsibility. It can also be expensive. Large dogs tend to need more calories in 
their diet. Their veterinary costs may be more expensive, too, as they are prone to 
more health problems.

But the joy they can bring into your home is insurmountable. Not all dog lovers  
can take on the responsibility of owning a large-breed dog, but every dog needs 
 a loving home.

Here’s what you need to know:

1. Health

If you’ve done any research into large and giant dog breeds, you’ve probably come 
across the issues of hip and elbow dysplasia. This is an abnormal formation of the 
bone socket that causes pain, lameness, and arthritis of the joints.

Dysplasia may present itself if your dog is walking or running abnormally. They 
may also show stiffness or pain shortly after exercising or after sleeping. It can  
be caused by genetic susceptibility, rapid weight gain and obesity, and nutritional 
deficiencies.1

It’s important to talk to your vet about dysplasia before it happens and if it 
presents itself. Your vet can also guide you on what preventative measures  
to take and how to care for your dog if they are having joint problems.

Other health issues to watch out for are:

•	 Panosteitis (bone inflammation)
•	 Dilated Cardiomyopathy (heart inflammation)
•	 Spondylolisthesis (aka "Wobbler Syndrome")
•	 Tearing of Cruciate Ligaments
•	 Arthritis

Speak to your vet about any possible diseases your large dog could endure  
and how to prevent them. While most can be prevented through proper nutrition 
and exercise, others may be genetic.2
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2. Nutrition

Large dogs generally eat more than smaller-sized breeds. Their nutritional  
needs aren’t that different from their smaller counterparts, but there are  
a few exceptions.3

Large and giant breed puppies need special care when they’re being fed. They grow 
quickly. If they don’t receive a balanced diet or they are nutritionally deficient, it 
could have a negative impact on their health. There’s no one-size-fits-all approach 
to feeding large dogs. Speak to your vet about your dog’s nutritional needs.

When it comes to long-lasting treats and chews, make sure your dog receives 
chewable treats that are large enough for them. Supervise your dog while they 
consume any treat. If they break the treat into pieces, it could become a choking 
hazard.

Large, thick bully sticks, antlers, pig and cow ears, and animal bones may all  
be good choices for your large dog, but speak to your vet before introducing  
new treats.  

8



3. Sharing Space

Just because you have a small living space doesn’t mean you can’t own a large dog! 
But you do need to make some arrangements to keep your dog comfortable and 
protect your stuff. Before bringing a large breed home, make sure you have time to 
train and play with them. If you don’t have a backyard, locate your nearest dog park, 
or any other space where your dog can get some regular exercise.

Here are some tips for sharing your space:

•	 Train your large dog. If you’re bringing a puppy home, remember that they’re 
going to get very large in a relatively short amount of time. Start training early 
to keep them from adopting bad behaviors.

•	
•	 Exercise your large dog regularly. Tiring them out will make them less likely  

to get overstimulated in the house, which in turn could save your furniture.  
Just be sure not to over exercise them.

•	
•	 Keep your large dog occupied when at home. Give them plenty of toys to play 

with. Let them occupy their time with large bully sticks, chews, and puzzle  
toys. You can even get low-odor and odor free chews to keep your home  
smelling fresh.

•	
•	 Establish a routine. Set times for going outside, feeding, exercise, playtime, 

and relaxation time. After lots of repetition, your dog will get in tune with your 
household’s comings and goings.

•	
•	 Give your large dog their own space. Even if you just have a crate, make  

it a safe place for them to go and relax.
•	
•	 Move fragile objects out of reach. Lamps, fine china, glassware, and other 

breakable items could get knocked over by your dog’s wagging tail or if they  
get too excited.

It’s best to prepare your home (and yourself) for a large dog before you adopt one. 
If you want certain areas to be off-limits to your dog, establish these boundaries 
from the start.
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4. Grooming

Many large dog breeds have long hair, but even the short-haired breeds have 
enough hair to deposit a thick layer on your sofa! Try to include grooming expenses 
into your budget before you bring your large dog home. Grooming can be expensive, 
but it’s worth it to keep your home clean and to keep your dog healthy and happy.

If you intend to groom them at home, make it a part of your routine. Give your large 
dog regular nail trimmings so they don’t scratch up your carpets (or your friends).
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Fall in Love With a Large Dog

Big dogs are just as lovable as their smaller cousins -- if not more so. This guide 
should give you a basic understanding of what you need to do to live a happy, 
hassle-free life with your large dog. If you need more information, always refer  
to a veterinarian or adoption specialist.

And don’t forget to pamper your new friend! Large-breed puppies like to chew just 
like any other pup. As their teeth and jaws develop, they’ll get even stronger.  
So, make sure you have plenty of toys, bully sticks, and other chewables on hand  
to reward your dog and help them entertain themselves.
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We’re Dog People First and Foremost

About Our Treats

We started AllNaturalBullySticks.com in 2009 because we love dogs and we care 
about the treats we give them. All of the high-quality products we carry on our site 

are vet-approved and are either organic, all-natural or additive-free. 

We know what it means to want the best for your dog and that’s why we only sell 
the natural products we stand behind with our 100% satisfaction guarantee.

Our bully sticks are categorized as either "ODOR FREE" or "naturally scented."

Our trusted suppliers never use any sort of chemical, preservative, or additive 
during the manufacturing process.

We go above and beyond to make sure that our treats are clean and safe for your 
pet. Our warehouse fully complies with the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act 

(FSMA), which are measures we take to prevent contamination of the treats and 
chews we distribute.

We send a sample from every batch of all treats and chews to a third party lab  
to test for the presence of Salmonella or E. coli, which are common pathogens.

Toll-Free Phone: 877-687-5364
E-mail: info@allnaturalbullysticks.com
www.AllNaturalBullySticks.com

Hours of Operation:
8:30am - 5:00pm Mountain Time
Monday-Friday


