
Selected pages shown

All added content in addition to the U.S. Constitution
& Declaration of Independence is shown.



This constitution was proofed word 
for word against the original Constitution 
housed in the Archives in Washington, D. C.  
It is identical in spelling, capitalization and 
punctuation and is sized in accordance with one 
produced by President Thomas Jefferson.

“If, to please the people, we offer what we our-
selves disapprove, how can we afterwards defend 
our work? Let us raise a standard to which the 
wise and honest can repair. The event is in the 
hand of God.” 

— George Washington 
to Constitutional Convention delegates
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Adherence to the spirit and intent of our 
Constitution was so important to our Founding 
Fathers that one of the first acts of the First 
Congress in 1789, was to pass the verbiage for 
the Oath or Affirmation of office in compliance 
with Article VI of our Constitution. 

George Washington was administered the 
Oath or Affirmation of office, as prescribed 
by Article II Section 1, on April 29th, 1789, 
to which he added: “So help me God.” He then 
made a few brief remarks: 

“I shall take my present leave; but not without 
resorting once more to the benign Parent of the 
human race, in humble supplication, that since 
He has been pleased to favor the American people 
with opportunities for deliberating in perfect 
tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding with 
unparalleled unanimity on a form of Government 
for the security of their union, and the advance-
ment of their happiness, so his divine blessing 
may be equally conspicuous in the enlarged 
views, the temperate consultations and the wise 
measures, on which the success of this govern-
ment must depend.” 

Sadly, with the passing of time, the Oath or 
Affirmation of office has become perfunctory. 
It has lost its meaning to many of our elected 
leaders.

It is hoped that this publication will awaken 
a desire within the inhabitants of this nation to 
restore to the Constitution the eminence given 
it by our Founders, that we may as a nation be 
blessed with continued freedom, security and 
happiness.

— Ronald M. Mann, Deputy Director
Commission on the Bicentennial

of the United States Constitution
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“The federal Constitution [adoption process]..., 
should everything proceed with harmony and 
consent according to our actual wishes and 
expectations..., will demonstrate as visibly the 
finger of Providence, as any possible event in the 
course of human affairs can ever designate it.”

— George Washington

“[Concerning] my devotion to the 
Constitution..., I regard it as the work of the 
purest patriots and wisest statesmen that ever 
existed, aided by the smiles of a benignant 
Providence...; it almost appears a divine 
interposition in our behalf.”

— Daniel Webster

“I have so much faith in the general 
government of the world by Providence, that 
I can hardly conceive a transaction of such 
momentous importance to the welfare of 
millions...should be suffered to pass without 
being in some degree influenc'd, guided and 
governed by that omnipotent, omnipresent and 
beneficent Ruler.”

— Benjamin Franklin

Observing the Hand of Providence
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“I am committed...to the Constitution of the 
country.... And I am committed against every 
thing, which, in my judgment, may weaken, 
endanger, or destroy it...; and especially against 
all extension of Executive power; and I am 
committed against any attempt to rule the free 
people of this country by the power and the 
patronage of the government itself....” 

— Daniel Webster

“It is hardly too strong to say that the 
Constitution was made to guard the people 
against the dangers of good intentions.... There 
are men, in all ages...who mean to govern well; 
but they mean to govern. They promise to be 
kind masters; but they mean to be masters.... 
They think there need be but little restraint 
upon themselves.... The love of power may sink 
too deep in their own hearts....” 

— Daniel Webster

“In questions of power, then, let no more be 
heard of confidence in man, but bind him down 
from mischief by the chains of the Constitution.” 

— Thomas Jefferson

“I first saw the Constitution of the United 
States in a foreign country.... I read it with great 
satisfaction, as the result of good heads prompted 
by good hearts.... I have repeatedly laid myself 
under the most serious obligations to support the 
Constitution.... What other form of government, 
indeed, can so well deserve our esteem and love?”

— John Adams

“I, however, place economy among the first 
and most important republican virtues, and 
public debt as the greatest of dangers to be feared. 
To preserve our independence, we must not let 
our rulers load us with perpetual debt.... I am for 
a government rigorously frugal and simple.”

— Thomas Jefferson

Preserving the Principles
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“Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom. 
As nations become corrupt and vicious, they have 
more need of masters.”

— Benjamin Franklin

“Our Constitution was made only for a moral 
and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to 
the government of any other.”  

— John  Adams

“The sum of all is, if we would most truly 
enjoy the gift of heaven, let us become a 
virtuous people; then shall we both deserve 
and enjoy it. While, on the other hand, if we 
are universally vicious and debauched in our 
manners, though the form of our Constitution 
carries the face of the most exalted freedom, 
we shall in reality be the most abject slaves.”

— Samuel Adams

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead 
to political prosperity, religion and morality 
are indispensable supports. In vain would that 
man claim the tribute of patriotism who should 
labour to subvert these great pillars of human 
happiness, these firmest props of the duties of 
men and citizens. The mere politician, equally 
with the pious man, ought to respect and to 
cherish them.... Let it simply be asked, where is 
the security for property, for reputation, for life, 
if the sense of moral and religious obligation 
desert the oaths which are the instruments of 
investigation in courts of justice?”

— George Washington, Farewell Address

“We in America do not have government 
by the majority—we have government by the 
majority who participate.... All tyranny needs to 
gain a foothold is for people of good conscience 
to remain silent.”

— Thomas Jefferson

Guarding Virtue & Freedom
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“A well-instructed people alone can be perma-
nently a free people.”

— James Madison

“A primary object...should be the education 
of our youth in the science of government. In a 
republic, what species of knowledge can be equally 
important? And what duty more pressing...than 
communicating it to those who are to be the 
future guardians of the liberties of the country?”

— George Washington 

“I know of no safe depositor of the ultimate 
powers of society but the people themselves; 
and if we think them not enlightened enough 
to exercise their control with a wholesome 
discretion [freedom of choice], the remedy is not 
to take it from them, but to inform their discretion 
by education. This is the true corrective of abuses 
of constitutional power.”

— Thomas Jefferson

“Say...whether peace is best preserved by 
giving energy to the government, or information 
to the people. This last is the most certain and the 
most legitimate engine of government. Educate 
and inform the whole mass of the people. Enable 
them to see that it is their interest to preserve 
peace and order, and they will preserve them. 
And it requires no very high degree of education 
to convince them of this. They are the only sure 
reliance for the preservation of our liberty.”

— Thomas Jefferson

“The good sense of the people will always be 
found to be the best army. They may be led astray 
for a moment, but will soon correct themselves.”

— Thomas Jefferson

Educating the People
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES



SIGNERS OF THE CONSTITUTION





In Convention 
Monday September 17 th 1787.

Present
The States of 





Preamble to the Bill of Rights

* On September 25, 1789, Congress transmitted to the state 
legislatures twelve proposed amendments, two of which, 
having to do with Congressional representation and 
Congressional pay, were not adopted.  Th e remaining 
ten amendments became the Bill of Rights.



AMENDMENTS
TO THE CONSTITUTION

OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



Amendment XXVI*
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United 

States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to 
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XXVII**
No law, varying the compensation for the ser-

vices of the Senators and Representatives, shall 
take effect, until an election of Representatives 
shall have intervened.

*The Twenty-Sixth Amendment was ratified July 1, 1971.

**Congress submitted the text of the Twenty-Seventh 
Amendment to the States as part of the proposed Bill 
of Rights on September 25, 1789.  The Amendment was 
not ratified together with the first ten Amendments, 
which became effective on December 15, 1791. 
The Twenty-Seventh Amendment was ratified on 
May 7, 1992, by the vote of Michigan.
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Action of Second Continental Congress, 
July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen 
united States of America

When in the Course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the powers of the 
earth, the separate and equal station to which the 
Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a 
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, 
 That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, 
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate 
that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accord-
ingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are 
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, 
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when a long train 
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new 
Guards for their future security.   Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is

THE
DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE
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Georgia
Button Gwinnett

Lyman Hall
George Walton

North Carolina
William Hooper

Joseph Hewes
John Penn

South Carolina
Edward Rutledge

Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton

Massachusetts
John Hancock
Samuel Adams

John Adams
Robert Treat Paine

Elbridge Gerry

Maryland
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone

Charles Carroll of Carrollton

Virginia
George Wythe

Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson

Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.

Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton

they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, 
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do 
all other Acts and Things which Independent States 
may of right do. And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection 
of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

SIGNERS
OF THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION
According to the Authenticated List printed by 

Order of Congress of January 18, 1777
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Pennsylvania
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush

Benjamin Franklin
John Morton

George Clymer
James Smith

George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross

Delaware
Caesar Rodney

George Read
Thomas McKean

New York
William Floyd

Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris

New Jersey
Richard Stockton

John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson

John Hart
Abraham Clark

New Hampshire
Josiah Bartlett

William Whipple
Matthew Thornton

Rhode Island
Stephen Hopkins

William Ellery

Connecticut
Roger Sherman

Samuel Huntington
William Williams

Oliver Wolcott



INDEX
TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

& AMENDMENTS
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April 19, 1775: Battle of Lexington, Mass. A 
British attack at dawn started the war for 
independence.

July 4, 1776: Declaration of Independence adopted 
by Congress.

October 19, 1781: Cornwallis surrenders at 
Yorktown, Virginia, ending British military action.

September 3, 1783: Treaty of Paris signed. Great 
Britain recognizes colonists' independence.

May 25, 1787: The Constitutional Convention 
opens with a quorum of seven states in 
Philadelphia to discuss revising the Articles of 
Confederation.

July 13, 1787: Congress passes the Northwest 
Ordinance.

September 17, 1787:  All 12 state delegations approve 
the Constitution. Of the 42 delegates present,
39  sign it and the Convention formally adjourns.

June 21, 1788: The Constitution becomes effective 
for the ratifying states when New Hampshire is 
the ninth state to ratify it.

March 4, 1789: The first Congress under the 
Constitution convenes in New York City.

April 30, 1789: George Washington is inaugurated 
as the first president of the United States.

June 8, 1789: James Madison introduces proposed 
Bill of Rights in the House of Representatives.

September 24, 1789: Congress establishes a 
Supreme Court, 13 district courts, three ad hoc cir-
cuit courts, and the position of Attorney General.

September 25, 1789: Congress approves 12 
amendments and sends them to the states for 
ratification.

February 2, 1790: Supreme Court convenes for the 
first time after an unsuccessful attempt February 1.

December 15, 1791: Virginia ratifies the Bill of 
Rights, and 10 of the 12 proposed amendments 
become part of the U.S. Constitution.

Remembering Significant Dates
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To commemorate the September 17, 1787 
signing of the Constitution of the United States,  
Congress has designated September 17th of each 
year as Constitution Day and September 17-
23 of each year as Constitution Week.

In 2004, Public Law 108-447, Section 111 was 
passed requiring the following:

"Each educational institution that receives 
Federal funds for a fiscal year shall hold an educa-
tional program on the United States Constitution 
on September 17 of such year for the students 
served by the educational institution.

"...each Federal agency or department shall 
provide educational and training materials 
concerning the United States Constitution to each 
employee...on September 17 of each year."

In keeping with these congressional mandates, 
recent presidents have solicited help from federal 
and local government leaders as well as civic and 
religious leaders to hold events to commemorate 
the occasion.

We encourage all citizens to use their influence 
to organize and support programs that honor 
the Constitution. Resources for holding such a 
celebration may be found at www.nccs.net.

Celebrating the Constitution
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