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STU DY GU I DE 9

DECE IVE D
S IG N S , WON DE RS , AN D TH E COU NTE R FE IT CH R I ST

When the “dead” visit us, who is really communicating? | Revelation 16:14

The Bible says that the dead cannot communicate with us, and that God uses 
the “law and the testimony” rather than mediums and witches to reveal His 
will to us. 

THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST

What will be Satan’s final deception on the world? | 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10

Satan will “be revealed” and counterfeit the “coming” of Christ. This super-
natural manifestation will be accompanied by “all power and signs and lying 
wonders.” He will be transformed into an “angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14).

What was Satan’s original name in heaven? | Isaiah 14:12

Satan’s original name was Lucifer, which means “light-bearer.” He shone not 
with his own light, but merely reflected God’s glory as a covering cherub next 
to God’s throne (Ezekiel 28:12-15). When Lucifer rebelled against God, he se-
lected the brightest object in creation to represent himself, and since then sun 
worship has been the world’s most common form of idolatry. His counterfeit of 
Christ will convince those from all religions that the “sun god” has appeared.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Read 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11. How can we recognize and resist Satan’s deceptions?

Read Matthew 4:4. How did Jesus meet and counter Satan’s temptations?

MY RESPONSE

____ I recognize that the Bible is the only way to avoid spiritual deception.

____ I choose to live by faith in what the Bible says, not through the 
“evidence” of my senses.
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N 1. In what way is God challenging me to live by faith in my life?

2. What is most frightening about doing what God wants me to do?

3. What is most exciting about following God’s leading?

4. What experiences in my past give me confidence that it is safe to 
trust God with my life?

RESCUE IS 
AROUND THE CORNER
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W hat would you do if a dead relative appeared and talked 
with you? How would you respond if you saw sick people 
healed, or witnessed a supernatural sign? The Bible reveals 

how we can know the difference between true and false miracles. 

SEARCHING FOR FAITH

What will Jesus be looking for when He returns? | Luke 17:8

Jesus asked if He would find true faith on earth when He returns. Faith is “the 
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1), and His question suggests that at 
the end of time true, Biblical faith will be rare. The story of Abraham, the “fa-
ther of the faithful” (Romans 4:3, 11),  gives us a picture of what true faith is.

What did God command Abraham to do? | Genesis 22:1-2

On what must have been the worst night of Abraham’s life, God told him to of-
fer his son Isaac as a burnt offering on a mountain. Like any good parent, Abra-
ham recoiled at the thought of killing his child, and may have asked God for a 
sign to confirm that this was really God’s will. However, no sign was given.

What did Abraham’s faith lead him to believe about God? | Hebrews 11:17-19

Abraham believed God would raise Isaac from the dead, but when this test came 
to him, no person had yet been raised from the dead! He even told his servants 
that he and Isaac would return from the mountain (Genesis 22:4-5). God prom-
ised Abraham great blessings for his faith and obedience (Genesis 22:18). God’s 
servants at the end also live in faith and obedience to God (Revelation 14:12).

SIGNS AND WONDERS

How will all the world be brought to worship the beast? | Revelation 13:11-14

Most people in the world at the end of time will base their decisions and actions 
on signs and wonders—the evidence of things that are seen. The Bible identifies 
three types of signs and wonders that Satan will use to deceive people and lead 
them to accept the mark of the beast.

False Gifts of the Spirit

What are the true gifts of the Spirit? | 1 Corinthians 12:28

The true gifts of the Spirit include the gifts of prophecy, teaching, miracles, 
healing, helps, administration, and tongues. God gives these gifts for the 
“perfecting of the saints” and to bring His people into “the unity of the faith” 

(Ephesians 4:12-13). The false gifts resemble the true gifts, but they come from 
Satan rather than the Holy Spirit, and their purpose is to unite people in error 
rather than truth and faith in God’s Word.

What is the test to know if miraculous “gifts” are real? | Matthew 7:22-23

The test that reveals the genuineness of a spiritual gift is not the gift itself, but 
whether that person teaches, and lives in, obedience to God’s law. 

False Unity

How will the world be unified at the end of time? | Revelation 16:13-14

The Bible says that demons will eventually gather the world into a false unity, 
and that they will accomplish this through miracles and three “frog-like” 
messages. In Revelation, God’s true end-time message is depicted as being 
shared by three angels that share the everlasting gospel. These “frogs,” there-
fore, must represent a false gospel that is preached to the world—one that says 
God will save people in their sins, rather than from their sins (Matthew 1:21).

What is true unity based on? | John 17:20-21, 14, 17 

Jesus did pray and promise that His disciples would display unity, but He prayed 
that first they would be separated from the world by their acceptance of the 
truths of the Bible. This is the only basis for true unity.

Communicating with the Dead

Should we try to communicate with the dead? | Deuteronomy 18:10-11

The Bible warns against attempting any communication with the dead. The 
reason is simple—according to the Bible, the dead don’t know anything and 
cannot communicate with the living. The Bible explains very clearly what hap-
pens to us when we die:

• Our bodies return to the dust (Genesis 3:19).
• Our thoughts perish (Psalm 146:4; Ecclesiastes 9:5).
• We do not remember God (Psalm 6:4-5).
• We cannot praise God (Psalm 115:17).
• We cannot visit the living (Job 7:9-10).
• We “sleep” in the dust until the resurrection at Christ’s second coming 

(John 11:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

How will God communicate truth to us if not through the dead? | Isaiah 8:19-20

God will not talk with us through wizards, mediums, and those that claim to 
speak with the dead or the spirit world. Instead, God uses His Word—the law 
and the testimony—to communicate with us.


