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STU DY GU I DE 7

U N MASKE D
R E VE L ATION’S PROPH ETIC POWE RS , PART 1

CHANGING TIMES AND LAWS
What does the little horn attempt to do to God’s law? | Daniel 7:25

The little horn attempts to change God’s “times and laws.” The fourth com-
mandment about the seventh-day Sabbath is the only part of God’s law that 
talks about time. This change of the Sabbath to Sunday has been openly ex-
plained in official Catholic publications, such as the catechism below:

+  Q. Which is the Sabbath day?  
A.  Saturday is the Sabbath day.  
Q.  Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?  
A.  We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the  
 Catholic Church transferred the solemnity from  
 Saturday to Sunday.

The Convert’s Catechism of Catholic Doctrine

Most Christians worship today on Sunday because human traditions and hu-
man laws have been substituted for God’s law. The “little horn” may be small, 
but the Bible was right when it predicted it would be powerful and influential. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Read Matthew 23:27-33. Why do you think Jesus spoke so openly about 
the religious leaders of His day? What prompted Him to do this?

2. Read 1 John 4:8. How do Bible prophecies such as those in Daniel and 
Revelation reflect God’s love for us?

MY RESPONSE

____ I recognize that the Bible reveals earth’s history and its future, as 
well as God’s way of salvation.

____ I choose to follow the Bible, not human traditions or ideas.
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N 1. In what ways might I be living in either outright rebellion against 
Christ, or perhaps more subtly by substituting His power and au-
thority with something else?

2. How do I act toward people that think, live, or worship differently 
than I do? Would they be drawn to my beliefs based on my words 
and actions?

RESCUE IS 
AROUND THE CORNER
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T he book of Revelation predicts that earth’s final events take 
place under the influence and control of a “beast” that emerges 
out of the sea. Who or what is this entity that exerts worldwide 

power and eventually leads earth’s inhabitants to accept the mark of 
the beast? Let’s find out what the Bible says!

BEASTS OF PROPHECY

What does John see rising out of the sea? | Revelation 13:1-2

John sees a strange beast resembling a lion, bear, and leopard emerge “out of 
the sea, having seven heads and ten horns.” The dragon gives this beast power, 
a throne, and great authority. Bible scholars have long recognized the similari-
ties between this beast and the “little horn” predicted in Daniel 7. The points of 
similarity are numerous:

• Both emerge from water and are associated with other beasts resem-
bling a lion, bear, and leopard (Daniel 7:1-7; Revelation 13:1-2).

• Both rule for a period of 1,260 days, or three-and-a-half prophetic 
years (Daniel 7:25; Revelation 13:5).

• Both speak in blaspheme (Daniel 7:8, 25; Revelation 13:6).
• Both wage war against the saints (Daniel 7:25; Revelation 13:7).

What do the animals in Daniel’s vision represent? | Daniel 7:1-7

Nearly 600 years before John wrote the Revelation, Daniel received a vision re-
vealing the future of the world from his day until Christ’s second coming.  The 
beasts he sees emerging from the sea resemble those seen by John in Revelation 
13—a lion, a bear, and a leopard. Christians have long understood that these 
beasts represent a succession of kingdoms from Babylon to Rome. Here is how 
Hippolytus, an early Christian, explained the vision:

+  “[T]he lioness denoted the Babylonians; …the bear, represented 
the Persians and Medes; …the leopard, meant the Greeks, …and 
the beast dreadful and terrible, expressed the Romans, who hold 
the sovereignty at present.”

Hippolytus, On Christ and Antichrist

THE LITTLE HORN

What does Daniel see emerge out of the fourth beast? | Daniel 1:8

The “little horn” in Daniel’s vision plays a large role in Bible prophecy, and 
becomes a dominant political and religious force in the world. It has numerous 

identifying characteristics, many of which are shared by the beast power of Rev-
elation 13. A thoughtful investigation of these characteristics reveals that these 
prophetic symbols can only point to the papacy of the Roman Catholic Church:

1. It is part of the fourth beast, or Rome (Daniel 7:8). As one historian 
noted, “The mighty Catholic Church was little more than the Roman 
Empire baptized.”1

2. It assumes power after western Rome divides in ad 476 (Daniel 7:24). 
The Roman Bishop (or Pope) was declared head of all churches by 
Emperor Justinian in ad 533, and began exercising that power in ad 538 
after driving the Ostrogoths from their siege of Rome.

3. Its kingdom is small in geographic area (Daniel 7:8). Today Vatican 
City, the “seat” of the Papacy, occupies only 108 acres in Rome.

4. It has a man at its head (Daniel 7:8). The pope rules the Roman Cath-
olic Church, and The Catholic Encyclopedia explains the history of the 
pope’s title this way: “As regards the title Pontifex Maximus, espe-
cially in its application to the pope, there was further a reminiscence 
of the dignity attached to that title in pagan Rome.”2

5. It speaks in blasphemy (Daniel 7:25; Revelation 13:5). The Bible 
defines blasphemy in two ways—when a human claims power to 
forgive sins (Mark 2:5-7) or claims to be equal to God (John 10:30-33). 
The Roman Church has made both of these claims. For example, one 
catechism explained, “Does the Priest truly forgive the sins, or does 
he only declare that they are remitted? The Priest does really and 
truly forgive the sins in virtue of the power given to him by Christ.”3   
Another official Catholic publication made this claim: “The pope is not 
only the representative of Jesus Christ, but he is Jesus Christ, Himself, 
hidden under the veil of flesh.”4

6. It persecutes and kills God’s servants (Daniel 7:21; Revelation 
13:7). History records that millions have died as a result of following 
their conscience rather than the dictates of the Roman Church.  In the 
Spanish Inquisition alone, over 30,000 people were killed.

7. It rules for a “time and times and the dividing of times” (Daniel 
7:25), or 42 months (Revelation 13:5). A “time” equals a prophetic 
year of 360 days, so three-and-a-half prophetic years represent  1,260 
literal years. The papacy exercised religious and political sovereignty 
for 1,260 years from 538 to 1798. In 1798 Napoleon’s army took the Pope 
captive and the Papacy appeared to be finished as a political power.  

1 Alexander Flick, The rise of the mediaeval church, p. 148.
2 Joyce, G. “The Pope,” The Catholic Encyclopedia (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1911). 

Retrieved April 19, 2013 from New Advent: http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
3 Joseph Deharbe, S.J., A Complete Catechism of the Catholic Religion (New York: Schwartz, 

Kirwin & Fauss, 1924), p. 279.
4 Catholic National, July 1895.


