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N 1. What do I look forward to the most about Christ’s return?

2. What do I fear the most about the second coming? Why do I have 
these fears?

3. What should I be doing in my life right now to prepare for this 
event? What in my life might prevent me from being ready?

pure  gold appear translucent. This is a large city about 1,400 miles in circum-
ference! The gates look like massive pearls, and through them the nations walk 
toward the River of Life and the Tree of Life in the center of the city. 

What will life on the new earth be like? | Isaiah 65:17-25

People often dismiss the idea of living in heaven as boring and monotonous, 
unless you like sitting on a cloud and playing a harp! The truth is very different 
from this popular notion, however. The Bible tells us that life on earth made 
new will be full of useful and satisfying activities and work. It will also present 
experiences that seem impossible now—such as ferocious beasts of prey play-
ing with innocent little lambs.

+  “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.”

1 Corinthians 2:9

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Read Nahum 1:9. How can God promise that sin will never rise again? 
What does this promise reveal to you about Christ’s character?

2. Read John 14:1-3. Why does Jesus promise to return and take us to 
heaven? What kind of mansion do you think He has prepared for you? 

3. Read Jeremiah 29:11. What are God’s thoughts toward us? Is this how you 
have always pictured God? If not, does this change your view of Him?

MY RESPONSE

____ I recognizeGod has a wonderful future prepared for me.

____ I choose to surrender to God anything that would prevent me from 
experiencing God’s plan for my life.

RESCUE IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

TM



E veryone seems to love a great survival story. From the long-run-
ning TV reality show “Survivor,” to the experience of Josh Ralston, 
a 27-year-old hiker who amputated his own arm after becoming 

trapped by a boulder, we thrive on stories about people who survive ap-
parently impossible situations. How can we survive the end of the world 
and Jesus Christ’s second coming? The Bible reveals the answer!

EXPECTING THE UNEXPECTED

How will Earth’s sin and chaos end? | Revelation 19:11-16

We do not have to speculate about humanity’s future, or how life on earth might 
eventually end. Earth’s chaos ceases with the second coming of Jesus Christ.

Will Christ’s return be a surprise? | Matthew 24:44

Jesus said that even for those who are waiting for His return, its exact timing will 
surprise them.  Although we don’t know the day or the hour, we should recognize 
when this event “is near, even at the doors” (Matthew 24:33). Jesus warned that 
failure to be ready will make us “unfaithful servants” (Matthew 24:48).

What will Christ’s second coming be like?

The Bible provides a number of important details about Christ’s return:

• It will be a visible event seen by every person (Revelation 1:7).  
Jesus said “all the tribes of the earth” will see Him return (Matthew 24:30).

• It will be a loud event that wakes the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16)! 
Psalm 50:3 says that “God shall come, and shall not keep silence,” and 
Jeremiah adds that God will “roar from on high” (Jeremiah 25:30). 

• It will be a destructive event (Revelation 16:17-20).  
The earth will “melt” at His coming (2 Peter 3:7).

• It will be a climactic and final event (Revelation 6:14-17).  
There will be no second chances for salvation after Jesus returns. /

LESSONS FROM THE FIRST SURVIVOR
How did Noah respond when God warned him about the coming flood that 
would destroy the earth? The Bible identifies important lessons that we should 
learn from Noah’s experience.

1. Noah lived by faith (Hebrews 11:7). Faith is “the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 1:1). It’s trusting 
in God and in His Word, even when our senses may give us no reason to 
believe. When God warned Noah of the flood, zero observable evidence 

suggested that a flood of water would, or even could, destroy the world. 
However, faith in the unseen realities of God’s Word led Noah to build an 
ark. What is God challenging you to do right now in your life that requires 
faith? Don’t run from it! Thank God for the opportunity to grow in faith, 
and, like Noah, to live by faith. 

2. Noah moved in fear (Hebrews 11:7). A deep conviction of truth led Noah to 
believe in, and act on, the prophetic message given to him. To be prepared 
for the end, we must respond to Bible prophecy as Noah did. We must be-
lieve that it is true, and then take action on it. What is God convicting you 
to do in your life right now based on Bible prophecy? What changes need to 
take place? Don’t ignore these convictions! Ask God for His help to follow 
His will, and then do it.

3. Noah saved his family (Hebrews 11:7). Noah built and preached for 120 
years, and the world laughed at the ark and ignored his warnings. Yet his 
effort was not in vain. The reward for Noah’s faithfulness was a family 
sealed inside the ark and protected from the storm. Whom has God placed 
closest to you in your sphere of influence. Whether those people are family 
members, friends, or work associates, God is calling you to share Bible 
truth with them. 

4. Noah prepared an ark (Hebrews 11:7). God instructed Noah to build an 
ark, and then to cover it with pitch on the outside and the inside (Gene-
sis 6:14). The Hebrew word translated as “pitch” is the same word usually 
translated as “atonement” in the Old Testament. The symbolism reveals 
our need to have Jesus Christ’s atoning blood applied on the “outside” 
and the “inside” of our lives. When we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior 
and confess our sins, God forgives us and “covers” our sinfulness. As we 
continue growing in Christ, God changes and transforms us on the inside, 
in our minds and hearts, so that He can “purge [our] conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14).

A NEW LIFE

What will the second coming free us from? | Revelation 21:1-5

Jesus Christ’s second coming won’t just stop life on Earth and destroy this 
world. It will open a door into a wonderful new and eternal life. This new life in 
heaven will be free from death, sorrow, crying, and pain. Oppression, persecu-
tion, hunger and famine will all be things of the past (Revelation 14:14-16). All 
that makes life difficult and discouraging here will be gone in God’s new world.

What will heaven be like? | Revelation 21:1-2, 10-22:4

Revelation describes this incredible city as being square, and shaped like a 
mountain. All manner of precious stones form its foundation, and its streets of 


