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STU DY GU I DE 3

DESTROYE D
TH E POWE R OF S I N B ROKE N

What position does Jesus hold in God’s kingdom right now? | Hebrews 8:1-2

At His ascension, Jesus returned to heaven and began serving as humanity’s 
High Priest in heaven’s temple. His purpose is to make His sacrificial death a 
living reality in our lives each day:

+  “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

Hebrews 9:14

The practical result of Christ’s ongoing ministry for us in heaven is that we 
can “come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

What kind of life is possible through faith in Jesus Christ? | Romans 6:6-7, 11-14

The Bible contains amazing promises about Christ’s ability to break the power of 
sin in our lives. This is a miracle we can never do ourselves, but neither will God 
do it for us unless we ask Him to. The miracle takes place as God forgives our past 
sins and “cleanse[s] us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). The Lamb of Reve-
lation solves sin’s legal penalty and stops its spiritual destruction in our lives! 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Read Colossians 1:21-22. What does it mean to be reconciled to God? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 10:13; Jude 24; and 1 John 4:17. What do these prom-
ises mean to you? How have you experienced their power in your life?

MY RESPONSE
____ I recognize that Jesus Christ has paid the penalty for my sins.

____ I choose to accept Him as my personal Savior and claim His power 
in my life.
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N 1. In what ways have I experienced sin’s power in my life? How have I 
experienced God’s power in my life?

2. In what areas of my life do I need Christ’s overcoming power right now?

3. What might be preventing me from fully surrendering to Him and 
asking Him to take control of my life?

RESCUE IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

TM



S atan’s revolution caused a lot of problems in heaven, and on 
earth. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and sinned, human-
ity was instantly plunged into an abyss of suffering, misery, and 

death. The true fruits of sin were realized only after it was too late. What 
is God’s solution to the sin problem? How can we be saved from this en-
emy that threatens us not only externally, but from within our hearts and 
minds? The answer is found in a thrilling vision in Revelation 5.

A SEALED BOOK

What does God hold as He sits on heaven’s throne? | Revelation 5:1-4

John sees God sitting on heaven’s throne, holding a sealed book no one can open.

What is written in the book? | Jeremiah 17:1

The Bible describes several kinds of books in heaven, including the book of life 
(Revelation 13:8) and the books opened at the beginning of heaven’s judgment 
(Daniel 7:9-10). Numerous Bible verses make it clear  that a record of human sin 
is kept in heaven:

• Cain’s murder was noted in heaven (Genesis 4:8-10),
• Sodom’s sins rise to heaven (Genesis 18:20),
• Nineveh’s sins rise to heaven (Jonah 1:2),
• Babylon’s sins rise to heaven (Revelation 18:5),
• and the wicked dead are judged from “books” (Revelation 20:12).

Apparently the book held in God’s hand contains such a record of sin, because 
no one in the universe can be found that is able to deal with it.

Who is found that can open Revelation’s sealed book? | Revelation 5:5-6

Finally One is found that can deal with the things recorded in the book, and 
that Person is the Lamb, Jesus Christ, Who “taketh away the sins of the world” 
(John 1:29). The Bible says that God sent His Son to be the “propitiation,” or 
atoning sacrifice, for our sins (1 John 4:7-10, 19). 

THE PENALTY OF SIN

What is sin? | 1 John 3:4

Sin is the transgression, or breaking, of God’s law. This is a legal definition, and 
the fact that the book in God’s hand is “sealed” represents the unchanging na-
ture of God’s law. Most human cultures through history have considered their 
laws unchangeable, and so does God.

Sin is more than a legal problem, however. It is also a deadly, contagious spiri-
tual disease. Jeremiah 17:9 states, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?” Much as a virus can invade and mutate 
our cells, sin works its way into our hearts and minds and changes how we 
think, what we value, and how we live. Worse still, sin is incurable (Jeremiah 
13:23). The Lamb’s power to deal with sin, therefore, must include a divine solu-
tion to its legal penalty of death, and its disease-like power to ruin our lives.

What is the penalty for sin? | Genesis 2:16-17

God was very specific with Adam and Eve—sin’s penalty is death the same day 
we become guilty. However, Adam and Eve didn’t die the day they sinned. In 
fact, Adam lived 930 years (Genesis 5:3)! Did God lie, or change His mind? Was 
He trying to scare Adam and Eve into obeying Him?

+  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Romans 6:23

REVELATION’S LAMB

Who paid the penalty for sin? | Matthew 26:36-38

Nearly 4,000 years after Adam and Eve sinned, Revelation’s Lamb, Jesus Christ, 
walked into the Garden of Gethsemane hours before His death. As He entered 
the garden, Jesus told His disciples, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death.” He was quoting from Isaiah 53:12, a prophecy that predicts the suffering 
of the Messiah: “He hath poured out His soul unto death: and he was numbered 
with the transgressors.” When Jesus entered Gethsemane that night, the guilt 
of every sin, including Adam and Eve’s, was placed on Him. 

Biblically the day begins at sunset (see Genesis 1 and Psalm 55:17). Jesus en-
tered Gethsemane after sunset on Thursday evening, or, according to Biblical 
reckoning, in the early hours of Friday. That same day Christ died the “second 
death” and paid the penalty for sin. This is why Adam and Eve did not die the 
day they sinned—Revelation’s Lamb immediately provided “justification of 
life” unto “all men” (Romans 5:18) and gave humanity a second chance.

Why is the Lamb praised as He takes the book? | Revelation 5:7-10

The Lamb is praised for two reasons—because He paid sin’s penalty and be-
cause He redeems sinners and makes them “priests” in God’s kingdom. This 
passage echoes Peter’s explanation about God’s purpose for every Christian: 
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).


