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STU DY GU I DE 1

CHAOS
COVI D AN D CU LTU R AL COLL APS E

THE MOST IMPORTANT SIGN

What sign will immediately precede Christ’s return? | Matthew 24:14

Jesus said the final and most important sign of His second coming is the gospel 
going to the entire world. The gospel reveals “the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16-17). It explains how to live by faith 
and claim Christ’s righteousness for forgiveness and cleansing from sin (1 John 
1:9). In short, the gospel explains the only possible way for human beings to 
survive the coming time of trouble and escape the destruction of the world. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Read John 14:29. Why has God revealed earth’s future in the Bible? 
What prophecies give you peace and faith in God?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 14:3, Isaiah 58:1, and Amos 3:7. What are some oth-
er purposes of Bible prophecy? Which purpose speaks to you the most 
clearly of God’s love?

3. Read Romans 13:11-14. How should a Christian respond to disturbing 
world events? What does this mean practically?

4. Read Matthew 11:28-30. What does Jesus promise to give us when we 
come to Him?

MY RESPONSE

____ I recognize that Bible prophecy is being fulfilled today.

____ I choose to believe the Bible’s signs indicating the nearness of 
Jesus Christ’s second coming.
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N 1. What signs of Christ’s second coming do I find easiest to believe?

2. What signs do I find difficult to believe? Why?

3. Do I feel the need of God’s power in my life each day? If not, is 
there something I may be doing, or not doing, to prevent me from 
recognizing this?

RESCUE IS 
AROUND THE CORNER
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W hat is happening to our world? Deadly diseases, fires, 
floods, and increasing civil unrest highlight a rapidly grow-
ing list of chaos and disasters that threaten Earth’s eco-

nomic, political, environmental, and social fabrics. Are these just tempo-
rary problems? Or is a terrible crisis approaching? 

EARTH’S FUTURE REVEALED

What great crisis lies ahead in Earth’s future? | Daniel 12:1

The Bible says there will be a great time of trouble, worse than any before it. 
Jesus predicted the same thing when He talked about a time of “tribulation” at 
the end of time (Matthew 24:21-22).

How will life change when this crisis hits? | Revelation 18:1-3, 8-23

In Revelation, “Babylon the great” represents the political, religious, economic, 
and social powers of earth that unite together in opposition to God. The Bible 
predicts that this one-world, global empire will eventually fall just before 
Christ’s second coming. When this final crisis hits, life on earth will change 
drastically and quickly:

• The political alliances holding the world together will dissolve (vs. 3).
• Natural disasters and other forms of destruction will sweep around 

the world (vs. 8).
• Destruction will happen so quickly that emergency response systems 

will be overwhelmed (vss. 9-10).
• The world economy will fall apart, and many people’s standard of 

living will disappear (vss. 11-13).
• The food supply chain will be broken (vs. 13).
• The entertainment and sports industries will be decimated (vs. 22).
• Great spiritual deception will come upon all nations (vs. 23).

What happens immediately after Babylon falls? | Revelation 19:11-16

Babylon’s destruction heralds the second coming of Jesus Christ. The prophet 
Daniel described Christ’s return as a stone that will “break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms” (Daniel 2:44).

+  “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righ-
teousness he doth judge and make war. …And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS.”

Revelation 19:11, 16

SIGNS OF CHRIST’S SECOND COMING

What signs will indicate that Christ’s return is near? | Matthew 24:6-8

The Bible predicts a number of signs preceding Christ’s return, including an in-
crease in frequency and intensity of political strife, natural disasters, economic 
instability, and social upheaval. Are we seeing these signs in our world today? 
Here are examples of recent news headlines regarding the signs in nature:

• Famine. In our world today, 9.1 million people die every year from 
starvation. That is about 25,000 a day or 17 every minute.1

• Pestilence. Major disease outbreaks have increased from around 800 
between 1980-1985 to nearly 3,200 between 2005-2009.2 According to 
the CDC, in just the United States alone, the number of reported dis-
ease cases from mosquito, flea, and tick bites more than tripled from 
about 27,000 in 2004 to nearly 100,000 in 2016.3

• Earthquakes. The United States Geological Survey reports that major 
earthquakes have dramatically increased in the last 100 years from 
about 40 per year in the 1920s to about 130 a year in the last decade.4

• Animal extinction. A recent headline from National Geographic 
warned, “Mass Animal Die-Offs Are on the Rise, Killing Billions and 
Raising Questions.”5

What did Jesus warn about His second coming? | Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 23-25

Jesus warned that there will be great spiritual deception on earth before His 
second coming. This will especially be true regarding false christs and false 
prophets that work deceptive signs and wonders. According to one count, in the 
1700s two notable people claimed to be Jesus Christ. In the 1800s this number rose 
to six, in the 1900s it rose to 29, and since 2000 there have already been at least 
seven people making this claim.6

What will society’s condition be at the end? | 2 Timothy 3:1-5

Because so many Christians will be deceived by false christs, false proph-
ets, and mistaken religious teachers, the spiritual condition of Christianity 
at the end of time will be far from what it should be. This will result in many 
non-Christians rejecting God and the Bible because of the skewed picture they 
see of what it means to be a Christian. It also means that many people claiming 
to be Christians will rest in a false security about their own spiritual condition.

1 https://www.creditdonkey.com/world-hunger-statistics.html
2 https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rsif.2014.0950
3 https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0501-vs-vector-borne.html
4 https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/browse/significant.php
5 https://www.nationalgeographic.com/news/2015/1/150113-mass-die-off-disease-ani-

mals-environment-science/#close
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_people_claimed_to_be_Jesus


