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STU DY GU I DE 10

E N DGAM E
TH E MAR K OF TH E B E AST

+  “The Bible still teaches that the Sabbath or Saturday should be 
kept holy. There is no authority in the New Testament for the 
substitution of Sunday for Saturday. …The Church is above the 
Bible, and this transference of Sabbath observance from Satur-
day to Sunday is proof positive of that fact. Deny the authority of 
the Church and you have no adequate or reasonable explanation 
or justification for the substitution of Sunday for Saturday.”

Catholic Record (September 1, 1923)

Does the papacy really want Sunday worship legislated and enforced?

Again, the following statements are from official Roman Catholic publications:

+  “Christians should seek recognition of Sundays and the Church’s 
holy days as legal holidays.”

Catechism of the Catholic Church (Burns & Oates: London, 2000), par. 2188.

+  “Therefore, also in the particular circumstances of our own time, 
Christians will naturally strive to ensure that civil legislation 
respects their duty to keep Sunday holy.”

Pope John Paul II, Dies Domine, par. 67 (1998)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Read Matthew 15:9. Howmight we all be at risk of worshiping God in vain?

2. Read Acts 5:29. How can we obey God and still respect human authority?

MY RESPONSE

____ I recognize that the mark of the beast is an issue with eternal con-
sequences.

____ I choose to recognize God’s authority as my Creator by worship-
ping God on the seventh-day Sabbath.
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N 1. What blessings have I already experienced in my life through obe-
dience to God and His commandments?

2. In what ways have I experienced the results of not following God’s 
will for my life?

3. What is keeping me from fully surrendering my life to God?

RESCUE IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

TM



P ivotal moments in history often happen quickly, and frequently 
when people least expect it. Sodom was destroyed after two 
unassuming visitors spent the night there, and the ancient city 

of Babylon fell to the Medes and Persians during a party in the palace. 
Could the Bible’s mark of the beast come just as unexpectedly?

MARKED OR SEALED

What great final crisis does the Bible warn about? | Revelation 14:9-10

The mark of the beast will be the final test that comes on all people living in 
the world at the end of time. It will center on issues of worship and authority, 
and will be enforced through economic sanctions, loss of personal freedoms, 
and even a death decree (Revelation 13:15-17). The Bible encourages us to use 
wisdom to understand and identify the mark of the beast.

What does the mark of the beast counterfeit? | Revelation 7:1-3

The mark of the beast is Satan’s counterfeit of the seal of God, for both are 
placed in people’s forehead. God’s seal is placed on His servants, and the mark 
of the beast is likewise received by those that choose to serve, or obey, the beast 
power. The Bible says that whom we serve is a life and death issue:

+  “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”

Romans 6:16

THE SEAL OF GOD

How does God seal people? | Ephesians 1:13

God seals people for salvation through the power of the Holy Spirit. It is never 
a work that we can do alone. The Holy Spirit is an Author that writes “not in 
tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart” (2 Corinthians 3:3). The refer-
ence to the 10 Commandments and their “tables of stone” is not by accident. 
The Bible says that the Holy Spirit will write God’s law on our hearts and minds 
(Hebrews 10:15-16). When this is fully accomplished, and we serve God because 
we love Him, then we are sealed. God’s seal is a sign indicating who serves Him.

Which of the 10 Commandments contain God’s seal? | Exodus 20:1-11

The first four commandments explain how to worship and serve God. The 
principles outlined in these commandments were first violated by Lucifer in 

heaven, and have been continually attacked by Satan and his angels since sin 
entered this world. In particular, the Sabbath of the fourth commandment is 
God’s chosen sign to indicates who serves Him and trusts in God to sanctify 
them and cleanse them from sin (Exodus 31:17).

+  “And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me 
and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord your God.”

Ezekiel 20:20

THE MARK OF THE BEAST

Over what are God’s saints given victory? | Revelation 15:2

The saints at the end of time have victory over the beast, the image of the beast, 
the number of the beast’s name, and the mark of the beast. Don’t miss the con-
nections between Commandments 1-4 in Exodus 20, and the things that God’s 
saints have victory over at the end of time:

1. They have victory over the beast, who demands the world’s worship 
(Revelation 13:3), and worship God and keep the first commandment, 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3).

2. They have victory over the image of the beast and refuse to “worship 
the image of the beast” (Revelation 13:15). They obey God’s second 
commandment, which says, “Thou shalt not make unto thee any grav-
en image” (Exodus 20:4). 

3. They have victory over the number of the beast’s name (Revelation 
15:2), and refuse to vainly call themselves Christians while worshiping 
God in a way that contradicts His Word. In doing so they keep the third 
commandment, which warns against taking the name of God in vain 
(Exodus 20:7). 

4. Finally, they have victory over the mark of the beast, which can only point 
to an attack on the Sabbath of the fourth commandment. 

Whose authority does Sunday observance point to?

The Roman Church regards Sunday sacredness as its mark of authority.  The 
following quotes are from official Catholic publications:

+  “Perhaps the boldest thing, the most revolutionary change the 
Church ever did, happened…[when] [t]he holy day, the Sabbath, 
was changed from Saturday to Sunday. ‘The Day of the Lord’ 
(Dies Dominica) was chosen, not from any directions noted in 
the Scriptures, but from the Church’s sense of its own power.”

Saint Catherine Catholic Church Sentinel (May 21, 1995)


