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Worthy Is the Lamb 
2019, Quarter 1, Lesson 4 

Sabbath	(January	19)	
In Revelation 4, John sees the heavenly throne room, from where God exercises His control and 
guidance of the entire universe. It is hard for human beings to comprehend or imagine such 
power, especially such power used in a loving way and for selfless ends. 

In the annals of human history the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as 
dependent on the will and prowess of man. The shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to be 
determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the word of God the curtain is drawn aside, 
and we behold, behind, above, and through all the play and counterplay of human interests and 
power and passions, the agencies of the all-merciful One, silently, patiently working out the 
counsels of His own will. {Ed 173.2} 

This should not be understood to say that humans are left without freedom of choice. Just a few 
paragraphs later we read, 

In the word of God only is this clearly set forth. Here it is shown that the strength of nations, as of 
individuals, is not found in the opportunities or facilities that appear to make them invincible; it is 
not found in their boasted greatness. It is measured by the fidelity with which they fulfill God’s 
purpose. {Ed 175.2} 

As the lesson emphasizes, two important concepts should guide our study of Revelation 4 and 5, 
and the remainder of the book: 

1. The centrality of Christ’s high-priestly ministry in heaven which gives Him sovereignty 
over the affairs of earth. This theme will be explored more fully later this week. 

2. From this point onward, Revelation becomes even more symbolic, and the key to 
understanding this symbolism is taken from the history and the prophecies of the Old 
Testament. A few examples of this include: 

a. Prophetic visions given to Old Testament prophets reflected in Revelation 
i. The beasts from the sea (Daniel 7 and Revelation 13) 

ii. The seal of God (Ezekiel 9 and Revelation 7 and 13) 
iii. Command to eat the book (Jeremiah 15:16; Ezekiel 2:8; and Revelation 

10:9) 
b. Historical experiences of God’s people in the Old Testament reflected in 

Revelation 
i. The plagues on Egypt and the seven last plagues (Exodus 7-11 and 

Revelation 16) 
ii. The Song of Moses and the Lamb (Exodus 15 and Revelation 15) 
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Without a proper understanding of the Old Testament, therefore, it is difficult to understand 
Revelation.  
The Spirit of Prophecy is very clear that the prophecies of Revelation repeat the prophecies of 
Daniel. 

Revelation is a sealed book, but it is also an opened book. It records marvelous events that are to 
take place in the last days of this earth’s history. The teachings of this book are definite, not 
mystical and unintelligible. In it the same line of prophecy is taken up as in Daniel. Some 
prophecies God has repeated, thus showing that importance must be given to them. The Lord does 
not repeat things that are of no great consequence.—Manuscript 107, 1897, pp. 1, 2. (“Search the 
Scriptures,” no date.) {9MR 7.5} 

Sunday	(January	20):	In	the	Heavenly	Throne	Room	
In Revelation 4:2, John sees a throne “set” (KJV) in heaven. Compare Daniel’s description of 
God’s throne at the beginning of the judgment in Daniel 7:9-10. What can we learn about God’s 
concern and care for humanity based on these views of the heavenly throne room? (All of 
heaven’s power and energy has been directed toward solving the sin problem and rescuing 
humanity from sin.) 
In Revelation 4:2, John describes seeing Someone on the throne, yet he does not go into detail as 
he did with the description of Christ in Revelation 1. Discuss why this may be so (compare John 
1:18 and 1 Timothy 6:16). 

“Those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever;” but “the secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God.” Deuteronomy 29:29. The revelation of Himself that God 
has given in His word is for our study. This we may seek to understand. But beyond this we are 
not to penetrate. The highest intellect may tax itself until it is wearied out in conjectures regarding 
the nature of God; but the effort will be fruitless. This problem has not been given us to solve. No 
human mind can comprehend God. Let not finite man attempt to interpret Him. Let none indulge 
in speculation regarding His nature. Here silence is eloquence. The Omniscient One is above 
discussion. {8T 279.1} 

The mighty power that works through all nature and sustains all things is not, as some men of 
science represent, merely an all-pervading principle, an actuating energy. God is a spirit; yet He is 
a personal being, for man was made in His image. {8T 263.1} 

In Revelation 4:3, John sees a rainbow encircling God’s throne. Discuss the significance of the 
rainbow (compare Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 89:14). (The rainbow can represent God’s justice and 
His mercy combined, just as sunlight and water, or the storm, combined create a rainbow.) 

As the bow in the cloud results from the union of sunshine and shower, so the bow above God’s 
throne represents the union of His mercy and His justice. {Ed 115.2} 

The rainbow round about the throne is an assurance that God is true, that in Him is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. We have sinned against Him, and are undeserving of His 
favor; yet He Himself has put into our lips that most wonderful of pleas, “Do not abhor us, for Thy 
name’s sake; do not disgrace the throne of Thy glory; remember, break not Thy covenant with us.” 
Jeremiah 14:21. When we come to him confessing our unworthiness and sin, He has pledged 
Himself to give heed to our cry. The honor of His throne is staked for the fulfillment of His word 
unto us. {COL 148.1} 
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Monday	(January	21):	The	Heavenly	Assembly	in	the	Throne	Room	
In symbolic prophecy, the symbols are to teach lessons, not to represent the literal. Remembering 
this when studying a highly symbolic book such as Revelation will prevent dangerous errors in 
interpretation, such as concluding that the dragon in Revelation 12 presents China or the bear-
like beast in Daniel 7 represents Russia. Rather, the symbols are to be interpreted based on the 
teaching objective the Bible intends. Examples of this include:  

• Angels act the part later to be carried out by men (Revelations 10:1-11; Revelation 14:6-
12) 

• Caricatured beasts and dragons dramatize parts of nations and supernatural powers 
(Daniel 7 and 8; Revelation 12, 13, and 17) 

• Jesus Christ being represented as a slain Lamb (Revelation 5:6) 
Discuss what lessons and hope God wants us to obtain through these visions of heaven’s throne 
room. (Possible answers include assurance that He is in control, comfort in His perfect insight 
and wisdom, and a heavenward focus that enables us to withstand the storms of life.) 

These lessons are for our benefit. We need to stay our faith upon God, for there is just before us a 
time that will try men’s souls… 

We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecy is fast fulfilling. The Lord 
is at the door. There is soon to open before us a period of overwhelming interest to all living. The 
controversies of the past are to be revived; new controversies will arise. The scenes to be enacted 
in our world are not yet even dreamed of. Satan is at work through human agencies. Those who 
are making an effort to change the Constitution and secure a law enforcing Sunday observance 
little realize what will be the result. A crisis is just upon us. 

But God’s servants are not to trust to themselves in this great emergency. In the visions given to 
Isaiah, to Ezekiel, and to John we see how closely heaven is connected with the events taking 
place upon the earth and how great is the care of God for those who are loyal to Him. The world is 
not without a ruler. The program of coming events is in the hands of the Lord. The Majesty of 
heaven has the destiny of nations, as well as the concerns of His church, in His own charge. {5T 
753} 

Tuesday	(January	22):	The	Sealed	Scroll	
In Revelation 5:1-4, John sees a sealed scroll that no creature can open, and he begins to weep. 
Compare Isaiah 29:11-12, and discuss why this scroll is so significant to John and to us. (See the 
Spirit of Prophecy statements below for added insight into the scroll’s significance.) 

Thus the Jewish leaders made their choice. Their decision was registered in the book which John 
saw in the hand of Him that sat upon the throne, the book which no man could open. In all its 
vindictiveness this decision will appear before them in the day when this book is unsealed by the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah. {COL 294, emphasis added} 

There in His open hand lay the book, the roll of the history of God’s providences, the prophetic 
history of nations and the church. Herein was contained the divine utterances, His authority, His 
commandments, His laws, the whole symbolic counsel of the Eternal, and the history of all ruling 
powers in the nations. In symbolic language was contained in that roll the influence of every 
nation, tongue, and people from the beginning of earth’s history to its close. {9MR 7.2} 

The lesson summarizes the scroll as representing the “mystery of God” mentioned in Revelation 
10:7. What is this “mystery”? (Compare Colossians 1:27 and 1 Timothy 3:16.) 
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Wednesday	(January	23):	Worthy	Is	the	Lamb	
In Revelation 5:8-14, John sees the only Being in the universe able to open the scroll. Here Jesus 
Christ is portrayed symbolically as “Lamb as it had been slain” (KJV). In light of Revelation 5:9 
and Philippians 2:5-8, why is Christ the only One able to open the scroll? (He alone is worthy 
because of His character, His willingness to empty Himself for man, and His successful work of 
redemption). 

“Lamb” = Greek arnion (used 29 times in Revelation and just once elsewhere in the NT) 

Thursday	(January	24):	The	Significance	of	Pentecost	
Revelation chapters 4 and 5 present a breathtaking view of the “heavenly Pentecost,” the 
coronation of Christ as Priest and King in heaven. That Christ was anointed as High Priest on 
Pentecost is clear from this statement: 

Christ’s ascension to heaven was the signal that His followers were to receive the promised 
blessing. For this they were to wait before they entered upon their work. When Christ passed 
within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned amidst the adoration of the angels. As soon as this 
ceremony was completed, the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in rich currents, and Christ 
was indeed glorified, even with the glory which He had with the Father from all eternity. The 
Pentecostal outpouring was Heaven’s communication that the Redeemer’s inauguration was 
accomplished. According to His promise He had sent the Holy Spirit from heaven to His followers 
as a token that He had, as priest and king, received all authority in heaven and on earth, and was 
the Anointed One over His people. {AA 38.3} 

The tremendous events on Pentecost reveal the incredibly deep connection between Christ, the 
Head, and His church, the body (Ephesians 5:23,25,30,31). As with our physical bodies, what 
happens to the Head happens to the body—or, what happens to Christ happens to the church. 
Christ had promised His disciples that He would send the Comforter (John 14:16,17), and His 
very first prayer after being anointed as High Priest was that His church would share in this 
experience.  
Psalm 23 as a Prophecy of Pentecost 

Psalm 23 is really a prophecy of Pentecost. Psalm 23:1-3 predicts Christ’s dependent trust on His 
heavenly Father during His earthly ministry, and Psalm 23:4 predicts His suffering and death. 
Psalm 23:5 predicts Christ’s anointing in heaven as High Priest, and it even reveals that so much 
of the Holy Spirit would be poured upon Him like “oil,” that it would “run over.” If someone 
poured an abundance of oil on your head, it would run down onto your shoulders and body, and 
this is exactly what happened on Pentecost. Christ received an abundance of the Holy Spirit and 
this same blessing poured onto His body, the church (compare Acts 2:1-4)!  

Friday	(January	25):	The	Priesthood	of	All	Believers	
More Thoughts on the Holy Spirit 

When the Holy Spirit fell on the church at Pentecost, the disciples immediately began to speak 
with “other tongues” (Acts 2:4). The promise of the “latter rain” of the Holy Spirit is echoed later 
in Revelation where God’s people at the end of time are pictured sharing the gospel in every 
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“tongue” (Revelation 10:11 and 14:6). Clearly, this work cannot be accomplished without a 
second and greater outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

• To what extent have Seventh-day Adventists been successful in fulfilling this 
commission? 

• To what extent have we tried to complete “the work” on our own power, in our own 
wisdom, and with our own ideas? 

• What alone will enable God to finally pour out His Spirit in latter rain power on His 
people today? (Compare Acts 1:14,23-26; 2:1; and AA 35-38.)  

Thoughts on the Lion and the Lamb 
In Revelation 5:5-6, Jesus Christ is presented as both the Lion and the Lamb. These two widely 
different symbols represent the divinity and humanity of Christ, as well as the combination of 
His political (the Lion) and religious (the Lamb) power. In God's government alone can political 
and religious power be safely combined. In the second half of Revelation, the issue of the 
combination of political and religious power becomes a huge focus of prophecy, especially in 
connection with the beast, the mark of the beast, and the persecution of the saints (Revelation 13 
and 14). 

Thoughts on the "Priesthood of All Believers" 
In Revelation 5:10, the 24 elders praise God for making them "kings and priests," and this 
passage is not the only one in the Bible where God's people are identified as being priests (see, 
for instance, 1 Peter 2:9 and Exodus 19:6). While the phrase "priesthood of all believers" never 
appears in the Bible, the concept is rooted in these and other passages.  
But what does the Bible mean when it refers to all of God's people as "priests"? Peter's use of 
this term is really just a paraphrase of Exodus 19:6, where God extends this promise to His 
people in the Old Testament, "And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation" 
(Exodus 19:6). Clearly, God never intended that every single Israelite serve in the position of a 
priest; this job was reserved for Aaron and his sons (Leviticus 8:1-13). Rather, God intended that 
every Israelite share in the character that was to distinguish the priests, so that they would be "a 
holy nation" (Exodus 19:6).  

The Bible identifies three specific aspects of the priesthood that reveal the character God has 
always wanted His people to have. 

1. Hebrews 5:1 (and many other passages) reveals that one of the major duties of the priests 
was to "offer both gifts and sacrifices." Likewise, every Christian is called to "present 
your [body] a living sacrifice" (Romans 12:1). An attitude of self-surrender and devotion 
to God will mark every true Christian. 

2. Hebrews 5:2 further states that a priest should "have compassion on the ignorant, and on 
them that are out of the way." In other words, a primary duty of the priesthood was to 
show compassion on sinners by revealing to them the gospel and the coming Savior. 
They were to explain the sanctuary message, its symbolism, and the purpose of the 
sacrifices. Likewise, every Christian should share God's love for the lost and do all within 
their power to share the everlasting gospel. This, of course, is the primary mission of the 
Christian church (Matthew 28:19,20). 
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3. Finally, Leviticus 10:10-11 reveals that the Old Testament priests were to "put difference 
between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean." Furthermore, they were to 
"teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the Lord hath spoken." Likewise, every 
Christian is called to live a holy life (1 Peter 1:15,16) and to explain and teach the 
importance of keeping the law of God (Matthew 28:20). 

As applied to Christians today, therefore, the concept of the "priesthood of all believers" speaks 
directly to the character that God desires to see in His people. 

 


