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Jean Marie Clarke founded Pax 
Philomena three years ago, with 
the goal to give back to the world 

by pursuing her passion for textiles. 
“Textiles are art, and clothing displays 
this art,” Jean Marie says. “Beautiful fab-
rics make people smile. It is very reward-
ing to see my art in motion and to know 
that a portion of all Pax Philomena pro-
ceeds goes to support Mother Teresa’s 
Missionaries of Charity in Phoenix.” 

Jean Marie, born in Kolkata, India to 
British-Indian parents has always been 
struck by Mother Teresa’s mission to 
care for the poorest of the poor. “Mother 
Teresa said that: ‘Peace begins with a 
smile.’ I believe that by wearing beautiful, 
bright clothing, we make people smile 
and do our part for spreading peace,” 
says Jean Marie. In fact, part of her 
inspiration for Pax Philomena lies within 
the name: Pax, Latin for peace and 
Philomena, her mother, which means 
‘daughter of light.’

Pax Philomena brings a piece of 

India and Italy, right here to the Valley. 
It fuses rich, hand printed Indian block 
prints and timeless Italian silks to create 
beauty, color, and comfort in clothing. 
Collections range from women’s dresses 
and tops to men’s shirts and boxers, 
to even a baby collection. The block 
printed cottons are artisanally crafted in 
Jaipur, India and the Pax couture silk line 
features Italian printed silk crepe of the 
highest quality. 

“We bring designer quality to the 
marketplace because we don’t want 
quality to disappear. Our one-size dress 
silhouette is universally flattering to 
every body type. It is a dress that makes 
women feel good about themselves, and 
looks fabulous on!” Jean Marie explains.

Pax Philomena is primarily an online 
boutique; however, for locals, Jean Marie 
loves to invite clients by appointment to 
visit her atelier that is not open to the 
public. Inside this magical, historic adobe 
house-turned-studio one can enjoy a 
very personal experience, that Jean Marie 

would ideally offer to all of her customers.  
For 2020, Jean Marie says her goal 

is to keep growing Pax Philomena and 
to “dress America.” Pax Philomena plans 
to expand its Italian silk collection and 
dabble further into the baby world. “There 
will be new, fun additions to the men’s 
collections, and I will make a foray into 
the jewelry world as well.” 

Dramatic colors, big botanicals, and 
geometrics are all on trend for clothing in 
2020. For silks, expect fun, tropical pat-
terns. “Bright color is coming back,” she 
says. 

“Textiles are an art form, not a sci-
ence. I am admittedly a victim of my 
passion. I live, breathe, and sleep design, 
color, and pattern,” says Jean Marie. 

Contact Jean Marie Clarke of Pax 
Philomena directly jean@paxphilo-
mena.com or at www.paxphilomena.
com. 602-369-9188. Donate directly to 
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity 
at 1414 South 17th Avenue, Phoenix 
AZ 85007.
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Jean Marie Clarke spreads happiness with Pax Philomena


