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All of which reflects the rich 
cultural mix that comes 
through her recently-launched 
‘transnational’ clothing 
line, Pax Philomena.

Her colourful hand block printed 
designs – which are being sold 
locally at Bramble & Berry 
in Bembridge and Harbour 
Living in Yarmouth as 
well as worldwide via her 
website – are printed on 
fine, Indian-made cotton 
and exquisitely tailored 
and decorated by hand.

“In launching line for 
women and men, I wanted 
to pursue my passion for 
colour, textiles, design, and 
re-establish a connection 
with my Indian roots” 
says Jean Marie, who now 
lives between Bembridge 
and Phoenix, Arizona

She’s been coming to 
the Island for the last 30 
years, to the Bembridge 
home that was left to the 
family by her late Uncle 
Denzil.  Her 93 year-old 
Aunt Jean, who she was 
named after  and describes 

as “a second Mom to me”, still lives 
in the village, and her father, at 87, 
visits from the States every year.

Another aunt who lived on 
Steyne road in Bembridge passed 
away five years ago at the age of 
94, and was famed for her Indian 

dinners and English breakfasts. 
“The Island represents to me 

a connection to my family’s 
experience in India and our British 
roots” says Jean Marie, who was 
raised in the US by parents who 
were a product of the British Raj.

“Sometimes I feel much 
closer to the Brits than to 
the Americans, so I feel 
very lucky to have homes 
in both countries!”

Jean Marie has a B.A 
in Art History from 
Princeton University, and 
was trained in printed 
textiles in Como, Italy by 
world-famous printer Mr. 
Antonio Ratti of Ratti SPA, 
for whom she still works.

Her own recently-
launched company was 
started in honour of her 
mother Philomena who 
she says encouraged 
her from a young age 
to follow her art.

For the complete range 
visit the website at: 
www.paxphilomena.com

International 
designer’s Island 

influence
Globetrotting  American textile designer Jean Marie Clarke was 

born in India, raised in the US, works in Italy - and spends as much 
time as she can at a family property on the Isle of Wight.


