
Introit: Resonet in laudibus
Resonet in laudibus, cum iucundis plausibus Sion cum fidelibus:  Apparuit 
quem genuit Maria. Sunt impleta quae praedixit Gabriel: eia. Virgo Deum ge-
nuit quod divina voluit clementia. Hodie apparuit in Israel, ex Maria virgine est 
natus Rex.                        

Words: Anonymous Medieval Latin Hymn  Music: Jacob Handl (1550-1591)

Processional Carol: 
 
 

1. Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
listen well to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today,
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now!
Christ is born today,
Christ is born today.
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2. Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now you hear of endless bliss,
Jesus Christ was born for this;
he has opened heaven’s door
and you are blest forevermore;
Christ was born for this,
Christ was born for this.

Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866)  
Music: In dulci jubilo



Sentence of the Day:
I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 
is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.      Luke 2. 10, 11

Bidding Prayer:
Beloved, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of the whole 
company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship 
and praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins; to pray, as well for 
others as for ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s 
love and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all 
people such things as their well-being doth require. Wherefore let us sit  or kneel 
in silence, and remember God’s presence with us now.

¶ Please sit or kneel for a period of silence.

The Confession:
Let us confess our sins to Almighty God.
O God, our Father, 
we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: 
we have not loved thee with all our heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; 
cleanse us from our sins; 
and help us to overcome our faults; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

The Absolution:
The Almighty and merciful God grant unto you pardon and remission of all your 
sins, time for amendment of life and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

Responses:    Bernard Rose (1916-1996)
Minister:  O Lord, open thou our lips;
Response:   And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Minister:  O God, make speed to save us;
Response:   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

¶  Please stand



Minister:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Response:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world
   without end. Amen.
Minister:  Praise ye the Lord:
Response:  The Lord’s name be praised.

¶  Please sit for the psalm: Psalm 8 – Chant: George Lloyd (1913-1998)
1. O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the world: thou hast set 
thy glory above the heavens! 
2. Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, 
because of thine enemies: that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
3. For I will consider thy heavens, even the works of thy fingers: the moon and 
the stars, which thou hast ordained.
4. What is man, that thou art mindful of him: and the son of man, that thou 
visitest him?
5. Thou madest him lower than the angels: to crown him with glory and worship.
6. Thou makest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands: and thou hast 
put all things in subjection under his feet;
7. All sheep and oxen: yea, and the beasts of the field;
8. The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea: and whatsoever walketh through 
the paths of the seas.
9. O Lord our Governor: how excellent is thy Name in all the world!

¶ Please stand for the Gloria:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Please sit for the Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 65:17-25 read by Peter Dawe

Please stand

Office Hymn:

Silent night, holy night.
All is calm, all is bright,
round yon virgin mother and child;
holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.



Silent night, holy night.
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night.
Shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav’nly hosts sing alleluia:
Christ the Saviour is born.

Please sit for the Magnificat:
My soul doth magnify the Lord:  and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For 
he hath regarded:  the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth: all  
generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all 
generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm:   he hath scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat: and hath exalted the humble and  meek. He hath filled the hungry with good 
things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath 
holpen his servant Israel:  as he promised  to our forefathers, Abraham and his 
seed forever. 

¶ Please stand for the Gloria:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end.  Amen.

Words: Luke 1:46-53 Music: Evening Service in G - Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)

Please sit for the New Testament Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11 read by Jenny May

Nunc Dimittis:  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word.  For mine 
eyes have seen: thy salvation, Which thou has prepared: before the face of  all 
people.  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

¶ Please stand for the Gloria: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.   Amen.

Words: Luke 2:29-32   Music: Evening Service in G - Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)



Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried,  
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead, 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body; 
And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Minister: The Lord be with you;
Response: And with thy Spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

¶ Please sit or kneel

   Lord, have mercy upon us.
   Christ, have mercy upon us.
   Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done;  in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil:  Amen.

Minister: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
Response: And grant us thy salvation.
Minister: O Lord, save the Queen;
Response: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Minister: Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
Response: And make thy chosen people joyful.
Minister: O Lord, save thy people;
Response: And bless thine inheritance.



Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Response:	 Because	there	is	none	other	that	fighteth	for	us,	but	only	thou,	O	God.
Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Response: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day:
Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 
him, and as at this time to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we, being regenerate 
and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the same Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Second Collect, for Peace:
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do  
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being 
defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid Against all Perils:
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night;  for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.     

The Anthem: Puer natus est nobis
Puer natus est nobis, et filius datus est nobis.  Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra 
pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.  Alleluia.  Verbum caro factum est, et habitavit 
in nobis.  Alleluia.

A boy is born for us, a son is given to us.  Glory to God in the highest, and in 
earth	peace	to	men	of	good	will.		Alleluia.		The	word	is	made	flesh,	and	lives	in	
us.  Alleluia. 

Words: From Isaiah 9 and Psalm 98    Music:  Cristóbal de Morales (1500-1553)

Reflection:  The Rev’d Cameron Pickering, Assistant Priest



Carol: 
The first nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, 
 born is the king of Israel. 

When they looked up they saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light
and so it continued both day and night. 
 Nowell, nowell, …

This star drew nigh to the north-west;
over Bethlehem it took its rest,
and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 Nowell, nowell, …

Then entered in those wise men three
and reverently, upon their knee, 
they offered there in his presence
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
 Nowell, nowell, …

Now let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
who has made heaven and earth from naught,
and with his blood salvation brought.
 Nowell, nowell, …

Words: Anon., English c. 17th cent.  Music: The First Nowell

¶ Please sit

The Prayers

The Blessing  (Choral Amen)



The Bishop, Dean, Chapter and staff of the 
Cathedral wish you a joyful and blessed Christmas
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Recessional Carol:  

On Christmas night all Christians sing
to hear the news the angels bring;
on Christmas night all Christians sing
to hear the news the angels bring:
news of great joy, news of great mirth,
news of our merciful King’s birth.

Then why should we on earth be sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad?
Then why should we on earth be sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad,
when from our sin he set us free,
all for to gain our liberty?

When sin departs before his grace,
then life and health come in its place;
when sin departs before his grace,
then life and health come in its place;
heaven and earth with joy may sing,
all for to see the new-born King.

And so from darkness we have light,
which made the angels sing this night;
and so from darkness we have light,
which made the angels sing this night:
‘Glory to God and peace descend
now and forevermore. Amen. Words: Traditional English Carol  Music: Sussex Carol

Organ Voluntary: Postlude on Adeste Fideles - Eric Thiman (1900-1975)

†


