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What’s Happening

Donations: If you would like to make a financial contribution to the ministry of the 
Transitional Cathedral please visit: 

https://www.cardboardcathedral.org.nz/products/donations.

Welcome to all as we gather together today. We are glad you have chosen to 
come to the Transitional Cathedral. God bless you and your family and friends. At 
Covid Level One we ask that you continue contact tracing when you arrive. 

We warmly invite you to stay for morning tea after the 10am service.
Yesterday Cathedral Regular, Margaret Neate was ordained deacon in the Cathedral. We 
congratulate Margaret who will take up a position at the parish of Upper Riccarton-Yaldhurst 
effective from 1 December. You are invited to morning tea after the service as we acknowledge 
Margaret’s ordination and her service to the Cathedral. 

Next Saturday 5 December at 2pm Cathedral Regulars, Grant Bennett and Rosalie 
Hosking are to be married in the Cathedral. They warmly invite Regulars to attend the 
wedding service and would be delighted to have the Cathedral community around them at this 
Eucharist. Please pray for Grant and Rose as they start their married life together. 

Kia Kaha’s Friends is the Cathedral’s Children’s programme. Children who would like 
to take part are encouraged to gather following the Collect and before the first reading. 
There are also activity packs which you should receive as you arrive. Ask a sidesperson 
for an activity pack if you have not already received one. 

Thank you to those who decorated the Christmas Tree, to staff from Naylor Love 
who assembled the steel frame and the branch fluffing team from the Cathedral 
Reinstatement Trust office. 

Prayer for the Diocese: each week the Cathedral prays with the whole Diocese of 
Christchurch. This week we pray for the Shirley-Burwood-Marshland Ministry Unit 
and for the parish of East Christchurch, interim Priest in Charge:the Rev’d Dr Carolyn 
Robertson,and the Rev’d Carolyn Swift. We pray for the Bishop’s Chaplain to Retired 
Clergy: the Rev’d Lynnette Lightfoot and for the Cathedral Grammar School, Principal: 
Mr Scott Thelning, Chaplain: Mrs Teresa Kundycki-Carrell. We pray also for the Rev’d 
Cameron Pickering, as he prepares to join the Cathedral’s ministry from next Sun 6 
December.

For your diary: the Cathedral’s services during Advent and details of the Christmas 
services are available on the Cathedral website.  

All Cathedral Regulars and Volunteers are invited to attend the Christmas party in 
the Cathedral Tuesday 8 Dec from 6pm. Catering is provided. Please RSVP to Nicky: 
volunteers@christchurchcathedral.co.nz so we know the numbers attending. 

Cathedral Christmas stall - next Sunday 6 December. Donations of baking, preserves 
and Christmas goods are welcome. Contact Carole Muir: muircarole@hotmail.com

Christmas pudding fundraiser - these make great Christmas gifts. Donations of fruit, flour or 
butter can be left in Nicky Lee’s office. Orders are being taken by Nicky. 

Thank you for supporting the work of the Christchurch City Mission  by donating  
groceries for their foodbank. Gifts of non perishable Christmas food for the Mission 
may also be left under the Christmas tree during the week.



This Week: 30 November - 6 December

Monday 30 November
12.05pm Midday Prayer

6.30pm The Cathedral Grammar School 
Carol Service

Tuesday 1 December
12:05 Holy Eucharist

6.30pm Selwyn House Carol Service

Wednesday 2 December
12.05pm Holy Eucharist 

7.00pm Medbury School Carol Service

Thursday 3 December
12.05pm Holy Eucharist in Te Reo Maori
7.00pm St Mark’s School Carol Service

Friday 4 December   
12.05pm Holy Eucharist                                                 

 
Saturday 5 December

2pm Wedding

SUNDAY 6 December
Advent 2

8:00am Holy Eucharist

10:00am Choral Eucharist 
Music: The Cathedral Choir

5.00pm Choral Evensong
Music: The Cathedral Choir

Morning Prayer is said  Mon - Fri  at 8.30am on Zoom (Meeting ID: 416 645 5515)

A reminder that Morning Prayer is said weekdays at 8:30am on Zoom.                      
Follow this link to access the meeting: https://anglicanchurch-nz.zoom.us/j/4166455515. 

The Cathe dral  Bras s  conducted by Adr ian  Dalton
The  Cathe dral  S ingers  conducted by J i l l  Kerr

with

Phi l ip  Aldr idge  - narrator
Paul  Brown - organ

and young people from S t  Michae l ’ s  S cho o l   
andand the Cathe dral  congre gat ion



Reflection  ... from the Dean

Exploring the Christian Faith
Wherever you are on your faith journey the Transitional Cathedral extends a warm 
welcome to you. Whether you feel sure and confident in your faith or whether you are full 
of questions, doubts and uncertainties you are very welcome. At this Cathedral we seek to 
do our best to support one another in our shared searching and questioning, knowing none 
of us will ever fully understand it all.
If you would like to know more about the Christian faith then please contact a member of 
our clergy team, who will be happy to meet with you. 

E te whanau a te Karaiti, nau mai, haere mai, ki tona ahurewa tapu. Welcome to the Transitional 
Cathedral, to this house of prayer and to Christ’s holy table. Welcome to the broad tent with a 
wide open door.

Today is a special one for the Church, as we begin the season of Advent. Advent is a period 
of four Sundays before Christmas. This is a season of hope, expectation, and preparation as 
we prepare to celebrate the coming (Adventus) of Christ at Christmas. However, preparation for 
Christ’s birth on Christmas Day is only part of the meaning of Advent. The main focus in Advent is 
on Christ’s final coming at the end of time, and the full inauguration of the Kingdom of God, when 
Christ will bring creation to completion, put injustice and wrongs to right, and come again to meet 
us face to face. That means the readings have a strong focus on getting ready to meet Christ 
in our lives today and at the end of life’s earthly journey. In fact, one way to view the season of 
Advent is to see it as a rehearsal for our own death. We are to imagine how it would be to meet 
Christ face to face; are there aspects of our lives that we would prefer the Jesus did not see? Is 
there a need for repentance? Are there relationships that need to be restored, people we need to 
forgive, old fights to let go of? Are there God given gifts we need to put to good use, and things 
we need to do? This is a time to ask God to show us where we need to repent so that our meeting 
with Christ will be a meeting of friends.

The anticipation of Christmas under intense commercial pressure is making it difficult to 
sustain the appropriate sense of watchful waiting that is characteristic of Advent. Nevertheless, a 
key prayer in Advent is, “Come, Lord Jesus.” There will be an attempt to keep decorations in the 
Transitional Cathedral simple, although the Christmas Tree has been erected and will be blessed 
today at the 10:00am service. A noticeable traditional feature of Advent is the Advent Wreath. This 
is a circle of greenery with five candles (one for each Sunday in Advent and for Christmas Day). 
This indicates hope and light in the midst of the darkness of the world. This Cathedral is following 
the scheme from the Church of England’s Times & Seasons which provides a theme for each 
candle. This scheme is: Advent 1: Patriarchs and Matriarchs (such and Abraham and Sarah) who 
were the first received the Promise of God. Advent 2: The Prophets (people such as Isaiah and 
Jeremiah) who foretold that the Messiah would come. Advent 3 (a pink candle celebrating joy 
in the gospel on the middle Sunday of Advent) celebrates John the Baptist who cried “Prepare 
the way of the Lord. Advent 4: is for The Virgin Mary who become the mother of Jesus and sang 
a song that says God’s justice is for everyone. Christmas Day: The Christ (the white candle): a 
candle telling us that Jesus, the light of the world, has come into the world.

This week is the week of Carol services. This evening the Cathedral will celebrate our own 
Service of Advent Lessons and Carols. This is laden with hope filled readings from scripture 
and we sing the beautiful Advent carols that are so familiar to many of us. On Monday evening 
Cathedral Grammar School (our choirs school) gathers here for their Carol service, and then the 
other Anglican Schools follow every night this week. If you have been praying for our Director of 
Music as the chorister auditions take place, I understand that this year we have had a good level 
of interest from prospective choristers, both boys and girls.

Yesterday there was a beautiful ordination service at which Margaret Neate was ordained 
deacon in the Church of God. Today we farewell her as she makes the transition to the parish 
of Upper Riccarton-Yaldhurst. Please continue to uphold her in your prayers. Next Sunday the 
Cathedral will welcome the Rev’d Cameron Pickering to be an assistant curate. Please pray for 
him as well.

May you and yours be filled with expectation, joy and hope this Advent, and may God bless 
you all this week.

Dean Lawrence.


