
Maundy Thursday 
Eucharist of the 

Lord’s Supper.
2020

†



Dear friends,
Welcome to the Transitional Cathedral’s Maundy Thursday online Eucharist of the 

Lord’s Supper. The form of service is rooted deeply in scripture and is derived from 
records we have of a fourth century pilgrim from Spain who visited the Holy Land and 
wrote up in her diary the worship of the Jerusalem church. It invites us to enter deeply 
into the journey with Jesus through the night before he died.

 On this night we remember and celebrate the final supper Jesus shared with his 
disciples in the context of Passover. This begins the most solemn and joyful celebra-
tion of the entire Christian year. We enter what St Augustine referred to as “the Trid-
uum Sacrum (the holy three days) during which our Lord died, was buried, and rose 
again.” These three days are a gift to us, given by the Church, so that we can share in 
Christ’s journey and allow his dying and rising to be the shape and pattern of our lives.

This particular day is called “Maundy Thursday,” a term derived from the Latin                  
mandatum novum, which means “a new commandment” (see John 13:34). The lit-
urgy this evening arises out of scripture and celebrates Christ’s giving of himself, both 
by giving his life on the cross and by giving us his very self in the sacrament of the 
Eucharist. This self-giving is unfolded in:

· The Liturgy of the Word which includes the reading from St Paul 
about the institution of the Eucharist;
· Footwashing (which calls to remembrance the command to love one another);
· Institution of the Eucharist;
· Stripping of the church; and
· Watch of the Night.

The rite of Footwashing unfortunately, is one of the casualties of the present lock-
down we are experiencing. When we are able to do this, it dramatises vividly the 
humility and servanthood of Jesus, both on the night he was betrayed, but also in his 
continuing presence with us.  This part of the liturgy asks us to be ready to say about 
ourselves that we belong to “...my body which is given for you”, thus giving witness 
to our own call to be servants and to make our response to Jesus’ command to love.

The celebration of the Eucharist recalls the first Eucharist at the Last Supper. 
During the Maundy Thursday liturgy the sacrament consecrated for Good Friday is 
placed on a table to be a focus for the presence of Christ and a focus for prayer. This 
is dressed with flowers to resemble the Garden of Gethsemane. You may wish to 
make your own prayer space with flowers so that you can watch and pray with Jesus 
into the night.

The Watch of the Night recalls the Garden of Gethsemane and Jesus’ agonising 
prayer that takes place there. The garden is a rich symbol in the story of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Initially it is the Garden of Gethsemane in which we recall the pres-
ence of Christ in the depths of struggle and trial, recalling the first Adam and Eve who 
faced temptation. By Easter Day we see it becoming the new creation, a restored 
Garden of Eden within which Christ, the new Adam, is passing through on the way to 
the Father. No wonder this can be an important focus of our prayer tonight.

It should be noted that for Christians, the emphasis on Passover is reserved for 
Holy Saturday night at the Great Vigil of Easter. On that night we commemorate Our 
Lord ‘passing over’ from death to life. Saturday evening through to Sunday morning, 
therefore, is  Passover night for Christians. May God bless you as you make the jour-
ney with Christ through these three holy days.                                    

               Dean Lawrence Kimberley 



Voluntary: Wenn wir in hösten Nöten sein, BWV 641   --J S Bach (1685-1750)
(When in the hour of utmost need) played by Dr John Linker, Director of Music.

Welcome from the Dean

Processional Hymn:
 

 

Great God, your love has called us here,
as we, by love, for love were made.
Your living likeness still we bear,
though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed.
We come, with all our heart and mind
your call to hear, your love to find.

Great God, in Christ you call our name,
and then receive us as your own,
not through some merit, right or claim,
but by your gracious love alone.
We strain to glimpse your mercy-seat,
and find you kneeling at our feet.

Then take the towel, and break the bread,
and humble us, and call us friends.
Suffer and serve till all are fed,
and show how grandly love intends
to work till all creation sings,
to fill all worlds, to crown all things.
 
Words: Brian A. Wren (b.1936)  Music: Surrey

I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama, me te Wairua Tapu.  Āmine.
  We gather in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
 
Grace and peace to you from God.
God fill you with truth and joy.



Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “If you love me, keep my commandments.” Let us 
confess to almighty God our sins against his love, and ask him to cleanse us.

Silence

Let us confess our sins.

Merciful God,
we have sinned
in what we have thought and said,
in the wrong we have done
and in the good we have not done.
We have sinned in ignorance:
we have sinned in weakness:
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry.
We repent and turn to you.
Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake,
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen

Please join in singing the following:
Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon us. (repeat)

Absolution
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and 
keep you in life eternal.  Amen.

The Gloria is said together

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect: 

Let us pray.



O God, in the fullness of time you revealed your love in Jesus the Lord. On the eve 
of his death, as a sign of your covenant, he washed the feet of his disciples and 
gave himself as food and drink. Give us life at this sacred banquet and joy in humble 
service, that, bound to Christ in all things, we may pass over from this world to your 
kingdom, where he is alive with you now and always in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever.  Amen.

 
We recommend you read these scriptures slowly at a convenient time, perhaps going 
over the texts a few times, and allowing yourself to pause on anything that draws your 
attention.

Please sit for First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 read by Michael Earle 

This passage is from the priestly tradition of Israel, describing the institution of the 
Feast of Passover as a memorial of the Lord’s deliverance from Egypt. Christ’s 
death and resurrection will be a new Passover from death to new life in the Kingdom 
of God.
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
  Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: verses from Psalm 116.  The people join refrain.

Our blessing-cup is a communion with the blood of Christ.

How can I repay you O Lord: for all the good things you have done to me? I will take 
up the cup of salvation: and call on the name of the Lord.

Our blessing-cup is a communion with the blood of Christ.

Grievous in the sight of the Lord: is the death of a faithful servant. Lord I am your 
servant, the child of your maidservant: you have freed me from my bonds.  

Our blessing-cup is a communion with the blood of Christ.

I will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving: and call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my 
vows to the Lord: in the presence of all God’s people.  

Our blessing-cup is a communion with the blood of Christ.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 read by Kathryn Earle

Paul is addressing a church divided by factions and cliques. In his letter, he reminds 
the people of the ancient tradition he had received concerning the institution of the 
Eucharist, the celebration of which is to be a living sermon, proclaiming the death of 
the Lord until he comes, and demonstrating our fellowship in Christ which surpasses 
gender, race and class.



 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Word of God!

I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you.

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Word of God!
 
The Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 read by Jenny May 

The Last Supper. Jesus washes the feet of his disciples to demonstrate that the 
essence of his relationship with his Father is love, and that the disciples are now to 
be the embodiment of that love.

After the announcement:
 Praise and glory to God.

After the Reading:
 This is the Gospel of Christ.

 Praise to Christ the Word.

What does this text say to me? How does it relate to my personal situation? If you are 
accompanied by others, you may want to share the words that have had the most impact 
on you.

Sit for The Sermon: Dean Lawrence Kimberley 

Silence for reflection

In place of foot washing the following song is sung. Please join in with the refrain 
as you are able.

Refrain:

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another.

1. I set you an example of what you ought to do, sing I your Lord and master,   
 have washed your feet for you. By this the world shall know you as followers   
 of mine: your love for one another shall be the mark and sign.    
 Refrain: I new commandment...



2. I give a new commandment to those I chose and send: that you should love   
 each other as I have, to the end. So faith and hope and loving remain when   
 all is past; but of the three great virtues the greatest is the last.
 Refrain: I new commandment...       
© Psallite: Sacred Song for Liturgy and Life Year A. Music by the Collegeville Composers Group, Litrugical Press, Minnesota.

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us that what we do for our brothers and sisters we 
do also for you. Give us the will to be servant of others as you were servant of all 
and gave your life up for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

The Intercessions follow the footwashing led by Margaret Neate
 
The Peace 
 
Presiding Priest:

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’

The peace of Christ be always with you.
 Kia tau tonu te rangimārie o te Ariki ki a koutou.
And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: 

Sufficient bread and wine is consecrated for Good Friday.

Hymn: My Song is Love Unknown, sung by Marcello Ferguson, Cathedral Chorister 
  

My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown,
That they might lovely be.
O who am I
That for my sake
My Lord should take
Frail flesh, and die?

The Presiding Priest says:

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.



Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine 
to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God forever.  

Father, we spread this table to remember the loving sacrifice of Jesus Christ, your 
Son. Accept all we offer you this day. Bind us together in his love and in the love he 
has commanded us to bring one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving:

The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.

It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your 
only Son. For he is the true high priest, who on this night before he suffered gave 
us this holy feast. 

He offered himself for our deliverance and taught us to celebrate the Eucharist in 
his memory. As we eat his body which he gave for us, we grow in strength. As we 
drink his blood which he pours out for us, we are washed clean. Therefore with the 
faithful who rest in him, with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing:

Sanctus and Benedictus: 



The Presiding Priest continues:

All glory and thanksgiving, holy Father; on this very night when he freely gave him-
self to death, your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, he 
broke it, gave it to his disciples,  and said:  Take, eat, this is my body which is given 
for you; do this to remember me.

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and 
said: Drink this, all of you,  for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed 
for you  and for many for the forgiveness of sins;  do this as often as you drink it, to 
remember me.

 
 
 

Therefore loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, his suffering 
and death, his resurrection and ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate our redemption with this bread of life and this cup of salvation. Accept our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive may be to 
us the body and blood of Christ, and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power,  
may be renewed for the service of your kingdom.  United in Christ with all who stand 
before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise.



Remain standing as a period of silence is kept.

As Christ teaches us we pray: 

Kua akona nei tatou e to tatou Ariki, ka inoi tatou

 E tō mātou Matua i te rangi
 Our Father in heaven,

 Kia tapu tōu Ingoa.
 Hallowed be your name,

 Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.
 your kingdom come,

 Kia meatia tāu e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,
 your will be done,

 kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.
 on earth as it is in heaven.

 Hōmai ki a mātou āianei he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.
 Give us today our daily bread.

 Murua ō mātou hara,
 Forgive us our sins

 Me mātou hoki e muru nei i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.
 as we forgive those who sin against us.

 Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;
 Save us from the time of trial
Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:
 and deliver us from evil.

 Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria,
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours

 Āke ake ake.   Āmine.
 now and for ever.     Amen.

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Presiding Priest continues:
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
 We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 

Agnus Dei: 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us your peace.

Communion Sentence
This body will be given for you.  This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood; 
wherever you receive them, do so in remembrance of me.



Act of Spiritual Communion
St Thomas Aquinas defined Spiritual Communion as “an ardent desire to receive 
Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament and lovingly embracing Him as if we had actu-
ally received Him.” Our New Zealand Prayer Book puts it this way (p.729): “When 
people who desire to receive the Holy Communion are unable to do so for any 
other reason, their desire and such prayers as they are able to offer ensure that 
they do spiritually receive the body and blood of Christ.”

A Prayer that you may wish to use:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this mo-
ment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me 
to be separated from you. Amen.

                      https://www.godzdogz.op.org/godzdoz

After communion, the Presiding Priest says:
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament you have given 
us the memorial of your passion: grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of 
your body and blood that we may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives
the fruit of your redemption, for you are alive and reign, now and for ever.   Amen.

Hymn: 
During the hymn, the Blessed Sacrament put aside for Good Friday is moved to the 
altar of repose.

An Upper Room did our Lord prepare
For those he loved until the end:
And his disciples still gather there,
To celebrate their risen Friend.
 
A lasting gift Jesus gave his own,
To share his bread, his loving cup.
Whatever burdens may bow us down,
He by his Cross shall lift us up.

      F. Pratt Green. B. 1903. Tune: O Waly Waly

During the anthen, the Blessed Sacrament put aside for Good Friday is moved to the 
altar of repose as a focus of prayer.

Anthem: Ave Verum Corpus sung by Spencer Allan, a Cathedral Chorister. 

Ave verum Corpus, natum de Maria Virgine:Vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro 
homine: Cuius latus perforatum, unda fluxit sanguine: Esto nobis praegustatum in 
mortis examine. O dulcis, O pie, O Jesu Fili Mariae, miserere mei. Amen.



Hail, true body, born of Mary the Virgin; body that truly suffered, sacrificed on the 
cross for mankind. From its pierced side ran water and blood. May that blood be 
tasted by us before [we face] the trial of death.

      Words: 14th Century Hymn Music: William Byrd (1543-1623)

Deacon Alistair Buick reads Matthew 26:30-46

After the announcement: 
 Praise and glory to God

After the Reading:
 This is the Gospel of Christ.
 Praise to Christ the Word

Song: Taize chant: Please join in as you are able

 Stay here, remain here with me, watch and pray. Watch and pray.

After silent prayer, people read Psalm 22 together:

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from my help and from my cry of distress?

O my God, I cry out in the daytime,
but you do not answer; by night as well, but I find no rest.

Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned upon the praises of your people.
Our ancestors trusted in you; they trusted and you delivered them.

They called to you and were rescued; 
they trusted in you and you delivered them.

But as for me, I am a worm and something less than human,
an object of scorn and an outcast of the people.

All who see me laugh me to scorn;
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,
‘You trusted in God for deliverance; if God cares for you, let God rescue you.’

But you are the one who took me out of the womb,
you kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.

I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born;
you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb.



Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help.

Many young bulls encircle me;
strong bulls of Bashan close in on me from every side.

They open wide their jaws at me, like ravening and roaring lions.

I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;
my heart within my breast is melting wax.

My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd;
my tongue clings to my jaws; and you have laid me in the dust of the grave.

Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; 
they pierce my hands and my feet;

I can count all my bones. They stare and gloat over me;
they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing.

Be not far away, O Lord; you are my strength; hasten to help me.
Save me from the sword, my precious life from the mauling of dogs.

Save me from the lion’s mouth,
my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.

 
At the conclusion of the psalm the service ends in silence. All who wish are encouraged 
to ‘watch and pray’ silently with Jesus in your homes recalling his long night of agony 
(“Could you not stay awake with me one hour?”). 

†
 
 

For those keeping the Watch

You may wish to spend the time contemplating some of the following passages of 
scripture.

  John 13.16-30    Psalm 113

  John 13.31-end    Psalm 114

  John 14.1-14    Psalm 115

  



  
  John 14.15-end    Psalm 116.1-9

  John 15.1-17    Psalm 116.10-end

  John 15.18–16.4a   Psalm 117

  John 16.4b-15    Psalm 118.1-9

  John 16.16-end    Psalm 118.10-18

  John 17.1-19    Psalm 118.19-end

  John 17.20-end

Congregational Service Music setting: David Childs, © ChristChurch Cathedral
Reprinted with permission from A New Zealand Prayer Book He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa p.404 ff.




