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From the Dean
Dear Friends,

I commend to you this season of Lent and invite you to be part 
of the journey of this special season. The word “Lent” comes from 
an old English word meaning “lengthen”, referring to the lengthening 
days in the northern hemisphere Spring. This means Lent is a time 
for turning toward God just as the earth turns toward the sun in the 
springtime. We are invited to ask, “What is God seeking to grow in 
you?”

In the earliest days of the Church, Lent was the time when the 
Church prepared people for baptism. It was a time of spiritual growth, 
and as the leaders of the Church taught the baptism candidates, 
everyone else in the Church listened again to the Word of God 
and renewed their commitment. The season of Lent then, is most 
of all about turning to God afresh, the source of love and life, and 
deepening our faith together.

Lent is a journey we do together as the people of God. In Lent, 
God calls us to support each other in the journey of faith. Helping 
each other to pray, to care for others and support the wider Church, 
to give sacrificially, and to fast. On Ash Wednesday the gospel of the 
day calls us into the disciplines of prayer, fasting and alms-giving. 
The call is to sharpen our senses and our awareness of God acting 
in our lives, and to encourage and build one another up in the faith.

Lent at the Cathedral is offering a variety of ways to do this. The 
preaching series and study groups are calling us to deepen our 
journey of discipleship and to discover joy and hope in the Gospel. If 
you are reading this and would like to know more about the Christian 
faith, please do not hesitate to ask one of the Cathedral clergy.

May you and yours have a holy and blessed Lent and come with 
joy to the wellspring of life, Jesus Christ himself.



Ash Wednesday
14 February

7.30am  Morning Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 
 Preacher: Dean Ben Truman
12.05pm Holy Eucharist  with Imposition of Ashes
 Preacher: Dean Ben Truman
5.30pm Ecumenical Service with Imposition of Ashes held in conjunction with 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Christchurch at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
 373 Manchester Street
  Preacher: Bishop Peter Carrell Music: The Cathedral Choirs

Wednesdays
7.30am Morning Eucharist 
10:00am Lenten Study Group [see over page for details]
12.05pm  Contemplative Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Choral Evensong sung by The Cathedral Choir

Sunday Evensong Preaching Series
Sundays at 5.00pm

Good News on the Go: connecting faith and life in podcasts
18th February Jonathan Barb: The Honest Theology Podcast
 Jonathan is the Minister at Linwood Avenue Union Church
25th February James Beck: Ngā Here – The Many Connections
	 James	is	the	associate	Pastor	at	The	River	Church,	Ōpāwaho
3 March Charlotte Cummings: Feel Better Podcast
 Charlotte is a counsellor, consultant, and private investigator
10 March Andy Dickson: Down to Earth Conversations
 Andy is the Young Adults Minister at St Barnabas, Fendalton

On 17 March we will be holding the Celebration of the Life & Music of former 
Cathedral Director of Music, Brian Law

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross are not only a re-telling of 
the final days of Jesus’ life, but a meditation on the 
purpose of his life, death, and resurrection. During 
Lent we will be displaying the #Stationsinthestreet 
from American artist and theologian Scott Erickson. 
We encourage you to engage with just one or two at 
a time in the lead-up to Good Friday.



Study Groups
Wednesday mornings in the Cube Cabin (from 10.00am - 11:30am), starting on 
Wednesday 21 February and on Thursday evenings at the home of Susan andf 
Peter Rendall (from 7.15pm-8.45pm) starting on Thursday 15 February,

The text is A Future of Hope: answering the call to love our neighbour.  Copies 
available from the Cathedral shop for $8.50. Published by Theology House, this 
is a six-week bible study on living out our faith as churches, as communities of 
grace.  

A Future of Hope comes about in the context of the need for the Church in 
Aotearoa to respond meaningfully to the work of the Abuse in Care Royal 
Commission. This study is intended to complement and build on A Holy Church 
published last year but can also be used on its own. Where A Holy Church 
focused on ourrelationship with God, A Future of Hope speaks more to our 
relationship with our neighbour. While parts of this study necessarily deal with 
the past, it is deliberately future-focused, asking how we can walk forward 
together without ignoring the past.



Palm Sunday
24 March
8:00am Holy Eucharist with the Blessing of Palms 
10:00am Choral Eucharist with Procession of Palms 
and the reading of the Passion of Our Lord. 
 Music by The Cathedral Choir 
5:00pm Love is His Meaning: A Service of Passiontide Readings and Music 
 Music by The Cathedral Choir 

Exploring the Christian Faith
Where ever you are on your faith journey the Transitional Cathedral extends a warm welcome 
to you. Whether you feel sure and confident in your faith or whether you are full of questions, 
doubts and uncertainties you are very welcome. At this Cathedral we seek to do our best to 
support one another in our shared searching and questioning, knowing none of us will ever fully 
understand it all.

If you would like to know more about the Christian faith then please contact a member of our 
clergy team, who will be happy to meet with you. 

You are also welcome to email The Dean at dean@christchurchcathedral.co.nz

Lenten Appeal
This year our Lenten Appeal will support the Anglican Mission appeal 

Hope for the Holy Land.  Hope for the Holy Land is about supporting the 
preservation of human life and dignity. Anglican Missions are joining together 
with a number of Anglican Agencies to raise funds for Al Ahli Hospital and the 

work of the Anglican Church in Gaza, West Bank, Israel and the region.
Our response is driven by humanitarian principles: humanity, 

impartiality, independence and neutrality.
More information can be found at 

https://anglicanmissions.org.nz/humanitarian-emergencies/holy-land/



10.00am on Good Friday
A short service for children 

with prayer, music 
... and Hot Cross Buns to 

follow! 

How could you teach your 
children, God-children, and 
the young people in your 
family the story of Christ’s 

Passion & Resurrection this 
Lent and Easter?

The Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion

with singing of St John’s Passion Narrative, 
Music by the Cathedral Choir.

Noon, Good Friday.

Weekly Meditation Group
Fridays at 7.30am.  
Led by Fr Chris Orczy, Inner City Chaplain.
A very simple 30 minute meditation.  A contemplative way to walk your 
Lenten journey.

Good Friday Reflections for Children



Contemplative Service for Holy Saturday
A Service of Midday Prayer 
Music by The Lay Clerks & Choral Scholars 
of The Cathedral Choir.
Noon, Holy Saturday, 30 March.

Organ Recital: Music for Holy Week

The Body of the Dead Christ in the Tomb by Hans Holbein the Younger (1497-1543),  Public Domain

John Linker,
Cathedral Director of Music

Tuesday 26 March at 1:10pm 
at the Cathedral

Weekday Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer is said weekdays at 8:30am on Zoom.  
Follow this link to join this service: 
https://anglicanchurch-nz.zoom.us/j/4166455515.



CONTACT:
Dean Ben Truman

dean@christchurchcathedral.co.nz

www.christchurchcathedral.co.nz  |  Telephone: (03) 3660046

Holy Week & Easter 2024
Sunday 24 March ~ Palm Sunday 

8:00am Holy Eucharist with the 
Blessing of Palms 

10:00am Choral Eucharist with 
Procession of Palms and the reading 

of the Passion of Our Lord. 
Music by The Cathedral Choir 

5:00pm A Service of Passiontide 
Readings and Music 

Music by The Cathedral Choir 
 

Monday 25 March 
8:30am Morning Prayer by Zoom 

12:05pm Midday Prayer 
 

Tuesday 26 March 
8:30am Morning Prayer by Zoom 

11:00am Diocesan Chrism Service 
with Renewal of Ordination vows 
(held at St Christopher’s Church) 

12:05pm Holy Eucharist 
1:10pm Organ Recital for Holy Week 

 
Wednesday 27 March 
7:30am Holy Eucharist 

8:30am Morning Prayer by Zoom
12:05pm Holy Eucharist 

 
Maundy Thursday 28 March 

8:30am Morning Prayer by Zoom 
12.05pm Holy Eucharist

7:00pm Eucharist of the Last Supper, 
Footwashing, Stripping of the Altar 

and Watch of the Night. 
Music: The Cathedral Choir 

Good Friday 29 March 
8:30am Morning Prayer 

10:00am Children’s Service of 
Stations of the Cross 

12:00noon Celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion, with singing of St John’s 

Passion Narrative and Proclamation 
of the Cross 

Music: The Cathedral Choir
 

Holy Saturday 30 March 
12noon: Contemplative Service of 

Midday Prayer with music by the Lay 
Clerks & Choral Scholars 

9:00pm The Great Vigil with the 
First Eucharist of Easter 

Music: The Cathedral Choir 
 
 

Sunday 31 March ~ EASTER 
8:00am Holy Eucharist 

10:00am Festival Eucharist 
Music by The Cathedral Choir 

5:00pm Festal Evensong 
Music by The Cathedral Choir


