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I greet you in the name of the infant 
saviour, whose birth we celebrate 
at Christmas, our hearts filled with 

wonder and awe. I bring greetings from 
all at the Cathedral. We are coming to 
the end of an extraordinary year where 
our lives have been disrupted by the 
onset of a global pandemic.

Given the disruption this year, I am 
noticing that level of tiredness in the 
community is greater than it has been 
for a while. The need for hope therefore, 
is also great, and that is exactly the 
gift God longs for us to know as we 
approach Christmas.

The story of Jesus’ birth as St Luke 
tells it, provides a lot of detail that at 
first glance seems quite trivial. There 
is reference to Emperor Augustus, 
Quirinius the governor of Syria, evoking 
the names of rulers who left indelible 
marks on the collective memory of 
the people, probably because of their 
ruthless use of power. We hear of 
Joseph having to travel with Mary to 
Bethlehem because he is a descendant 
of King David for the purpose of 
a census, which rulers only ever 
organised when they needed more tax 
to fund their latest project. We hear of 
shepherds, outsiders everyone kept 
away from, keeping watching over 
their flocks under the light of the stars, 
evoking a reminder of the immensity 
of the universe God created and yet 

it is the little ones, the poor and the 
marginalised who first receive the Good 
News. All of these details might seem 
peripheral, but they matter a great deal. 
They tell us that Love has come from 
the heavens to dwell with us. Love has 
come down from heaven entering a real 
world where people are living real lives. 

It is, in fact, a very simple message: 
Love has come down from heaven 
to dwell among us; Love that brings 
joy and peace, hope and healing to a 
broken world. In the birth of Christ, we 
see Love being lived in a real human 
life, a vulnerable child showing us the 
fullness of God; God coming to our 
level to speak to us in language we can 
easily understand. It is Love, bringing to 
birth the faith and hope that the world 
needs so much.

The arrival of a global pandemic 
has created much uncertainty for 
many. Livelihoods and incomes remain 
uncertain for many. In response, world 
governments are collectively spending 
trillions of dollars to stimulate their 
economies and provide their citizens 
with income support. As this huge 
expenditure is rolled out across the 
world, now is the time to ask that 
governments use that expenditure to 
restructure our economies in ways that 
rid the world of poverty and ensure 
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income security for the most vulnerable, 
and to move us into the future with a 
lower carbon footprint. The message of 
Christmas is that all human life, and all 
creation, is holy and precious, capable 
of being filled with God. If God treats 
every person as holy and loveable, then 
every human being must be treated with 
reverence and respect and enabled to 
participate in society with dignity. And 
further, if creation itself is filled with 
the presence of God, it behoves us all 

to use our influence to bring healing to 
the planet as well and lower our carbon 
footprint. Moving our economic policy 
settings to take action on these matters 
of such importance for our future would 
be a wonderful gift this Christmas, a 
way of giving thanks to God for the gift 
of Jesus Christ.

Love from heaven comes to dwell 
with us. This Love is simply present; 
fragile, vulnerable, dependent, and yet 
more splendid than we could ever have 

imagined. It is this Love that motivates 
us to act and to care, that moves and 
stirs us to ensure all people of the world 
may dwell in peace, and ensure the 
well-being of the planet is looked after 
for the future.

May the grace and peace of God 
indwell you and all you love this 
Christmas.

Dean Lawrence

†

Monday 14 December at 1:00pm
at the Riverside Market

Tuesday 15 December at 12:45 
in the Transitional Cathedral 

Tuesday 15 December at 5:30 
at The Piano 

Monday 21 December at 1:00pm
at Christchurch Airport

See the website for details of others

www.christchurchcathedral.co.nz

Cathedral 
Boy Choristers’ 
Carol Recital



All events at the Cathedral unless 

otherwise stated

Sunday 29 November – Advent 1

8.00am			 Holy	Eucharist

10.00am		Choral	Eucharist

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

7.00pm	 	 Advent	Carol	Service

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

	

Monday 30 November	

6.30pm			 The	Cathedral	Grammar		

	 	 School		Carol	Service

Tuesday 1 December	

9.30am			 St	Michael’s	School	Service

6.30pm	 	 Selwyn	House	Carol	Service

Wednesday 2 December	 	

7.30pm	 	 Medbury	School	Carol	Service

Thursday 3 December	

7.00pm	 	 St	Mark’s	School	Advent	

	 	 Carol	Service

Sunday 6 December – Advent 2

8.00am			 Holy	Eucharist

10.00am		Choral	Eucharist

5.00pm			 Choral	Evensong

Wednesday 9 December 	 	

6.30pm	 	 City	Mission	Carol	Service

Thursday 10 December	

10.00am		Pre-school	Christmas		 	

	 	 musical	play	morning

Advent & Christmas at the 
Transitional Cathedral

Sunday 13 December – Advent 3	

8.00am			 Holy	Eucharist

10.00am		Choral	Eucharist

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

2.00pm	 	 Cathedral	Singers’	

	 	 and	Brass	Concert

5.00pm			 Choral	Evensong

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

Monday 14 December

1.00pm			 Cathedral	Boy	Choristers’		

	 	 Christmas	Recital	at	the		

	 	 Riverside	Market

Tuesday 15 December 

12.45pm	 Cathedral	Boy	Choristers’		

	 	 Christmas	Recital	

5.30pm	 	 Cathedral	Boy	Choristers’		

	 	 Christmas	Recital	at	the		

	 	 Piano

	

Sunday 20 December – Advent 4	

8.00am			 Holy	Eucharist

10.00am		Choral	Eucharist

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

7.00pm	 	 Festival	of	Nine	Lessons	

	 	 and	Carols

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

Monday 21 December

1.00pm	 	 Cathedral	Boy	Choristers’		

	 	 Christmas	Recital	at		 	

	 	 Christchurch	Airport

Tuesday 22 December 

3.00pm			 Children’s	Christmas	Service		

	 	 with	Animals

Thursday 24 December 

– Christmas Eve

6.00pm	 	 Cathedral	Choir	Christmas		

	 	 Carol	Recital	

10.15pm	 Carol	Singing	by	candlelight

11.00pm	 The	Midnight	Eucharist

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

Friday 25 December – Christmas	

8.00am	 	 Holy	Eucharist	with	carols

10.00am	 Festival	Eucharist	

	 	 (Music by the Cathedral Choir)

5.00pm			 Festal	Evensong	

  (Music by the Gentlemen of  

  the Cathedral Choir)

	

Regular 
Worship 

at the 
Transitional 
Cathedral

SUNDAYS
8.00am Holy Eucharist              

10.00am Choral Eucharist
5.00pm Choral Evensong

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Holy Eucharist at 12.05pm

Monday Midday Prayer
Tuesday (NZPB, & prayers for healing), 

Wednesday (NZPB), 
Thursday (in te reo Maori), 

Friday (NZPB)
Saturday Midday Prayer

Choral Evensong 
Weekday services of Choral Evensong 

have concluded for the year 
and resume on Wednesday 27 January 

at 5.30pm.



Each year Term Four seems to 
begin innocently enough, and then 
winds up to a frantic flurry of activity.  
Even more so if one is a Cathedral 
Chorister!  While school is ending soon 
for the year, the Choristers are looking 
forward to no fewer than seven carol 
recitals, all in addition to the usual 
round of rehearsals and services in the 
Cathedral. 

Regarding carol recitals, you can 
catch the boys singing in Riverside 
Market on Monday 14 December 
at 1.00pm.  They will also sing a 
recital in the Cathedral on Tuesday 
15 December at 12.45pm, and later 
that day at 5.30pm in The Piano.  On 
Wednesday 16 December they’ll be 
roaming the halls of Christchurch 
Public Hospital from 11.30am.  If you 
happen to be out at the airport on 
Monday 21 December, you can hear 

them at 1.00pm.  It really is an exciting 
time of year, and each year the boys 
relish in the joy that they bring to others 
through their Christmas carols.

Our annual Festival of Nine Lessons 
& Carols will be sung on Sunday 20 
December at 7.00pm. The Full Choir 
also sings the annual 6pm Christmas 
Eve Carol Recital as well as 11.00pm 
Midnight Mass and 10.00am Christmas 
Day.  The Men of the Choir execute 
the final choral duty of the year by 
singing Evensong 5.00pm Christmas 
Day, after which we all enjoy a well-
earned holiday.  The Full Choir then 
returns to singing midweek Evensongs 
on Wednesday 27 January 2021, and 
returns for Sunday services on Sunday 
31 January 2021.

Of particular note this year and 
a special reason to give thanks is 
the formation of our new Cathedral 

Girl Choristers.  They were officially 
launched at the Cathedral Grammar 
School Founders’ Day Service on 
18 October, though they have been 
singing together most of the year.  
In 2021 you can hear them sing 
Evensong fortnightly on Thursdays 
along with the back row of the choir, 
and they will sing one Sunday morning 
and afternoon once each term.  Indeed 
another excellent reason to be thankful 
in this season of festivity.  Though the 
girls’ duties conclude at the end of the 
academic year in this their inaugural 
year, you can expect to hear them 
singing carol services and recitals 
around the city in 2021.

 Best wishes to all for a peaceful 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Dr John Linker
Director of Music

From the Director of Music

A Festival of 
Nine Lessons 

and Carols

Sunday 20 December at 7.00pm 
at the Transitional Cathedral

The Cathedral Choir sings 
the music of Christmas 

with readings and carols



This	year	has	been	an	exciting	

one	for	the	inaugural	group	of	

girl	choristers,	for	the	dream	

of	many	in	the	Cathedral	community	

to	have	girl	choristers	has	now	been	

realised.	On	Sunday	18	October	2020,	

after	more	than	one	postponement	

due	to	Covid-19	restrictions,	

the	girl	choristers	were	

officially	launched	at	a	

Founders'	Day	Service	in	

the	Transitional	Cathedral.	

During	the	service	they	

sang	the	world	premiere	of	

an	anthem	commissioned	

especially	for	the	occasion:	

A New Psalme,	composed	

by	choral	conductor	

and	composer	Sarah	

MacDonald.	

It	means	that	there	is	

now	an	alternate	group	

who	can	sing	the	treble	

line,	which	is	the	line	that	

usually	carries	the	tune	or	

the	highest	notes	in	choral	

music.

What	do	Choristers	do?	

Their	key	role	is	to	sing	to	

give	glory	to	God.	Music	

has	a	key	role	to	play	in	

Christian	worship	and	in	

the	life	of	Cathedrals.	Faith	

in	Jesus	Christ	has	inspired	

some	of	the	most	beautiful	music	

ever	written,	and	most	of	us	only	ever	

get	to	hear	that	music	by	listening	to	

recordings.	But	when	that	music	is	

sung	in	the	context	of	live	worship,	

offered	to	God,	it	means	that	people	

can	taste	heaven	itself.	That	music	is	

more	than	a	performance.	It	is	best	

thought	of	as	the	sung	prayer	of	the	

Church	through	which	God’s	coming	

to	us	is	made	known,	and,	through	

which	people	will	express	their	desire	

for	God.	It	is	a	huge	privilege	then,	

to	be	a	chorister,	to	be	making	music	

that	helps	people	encounter	God,	and	

enables	the	Cathedral	to	offer	the	best	

possible	sacrifice	of	praise	to	God.

Cathedrals	are	often	called	‘a	

house	of	prayer’;	in	Maori	they	are	Te	

Whare	Karakia	Nui.	Ever	since	the	very	

beginning	when	the	Cathedral	was	

first	opened	and	consecrated	in	1881,	

this	Cathedral	community	has	taken	

seriously	the	regular	rhythm	of	prayer.	

Prayer	is	offered	daily	in	the	morning,	at	

midday,	and	in	the	evening.	One	of	the	

main	jobs	the	choristers	do	is	help	us	

make	our	prayer	in	the	evening	each	day	

sung	prayer,	in	the	form	of	Evensong.	

The	Anglican	Church’s	liturgy	and	

prayer	draws	heavily	from	the	Bible.	

Choristers	get	to	sing	massive	chunks	

of	scripture,	especially	the	canticles	

and	psalms,	and	if	you	pay	attention	

to	them,	they	take	us	to	the	core	texts	

in	the	Bible	that	have	nurtured	faith	

and	opened	out	the	character	of	God.	

Choristers	sing	about	the	steadfast	

love	of	God,	the	faithfulness	of	God,	the	

mercy	of	God;	about	all	the	wonderful	

things	God	has	created	and	the	ways	

God	has	cared	for	us	down	through	the	

ages.	They	sing	the	prayers	

of	people	who	were	feeling	

sad	because	they	were	sick	

or	someone	had	died.	They	

sing	the	prayers	of	people	

who	had	been	defeated	in	

battle.	They	sing	the	praises	

of	those	who	have	known	

the	joy	of	God’s	close	

presence	and	God’s	love	

and	care.

Soon	we	will	be	

entering	the	season	of	

Advent.	In	that	season	we	

contemplate	Mary	being	

told	by	the	angel	that	she	

would	become	the	mother	

of	Jesus.	What	that	means	

is	that	the	Word	of	God	

became	more	than	a	whole	

series	of	words	and	prayers	

from	the	bible.	That	Word	

became	human	in	the	form	

of	Jesus	and	made	a	home	

in	Mary’s	body.	As	we	sing	

the	words	of	our	faith	and	

the	words	of	scripture,	if	we	

allow,	that	Word	will	also	make	a	home	

in	our	hearts	as	well.	This	year	we	give	

thanks	for	the	gift	of	all	the	choristers,	

both	boys	and	girls,	and	ask	for	the	

prayers	of	everyone	that	those	who	

experience	the	music	of	the	Cathedral	

and	the	ministry	of	the	Choristers,	may	

know	the	depth	of	God’s	love	and	care	

for	us	and	for	the	world.

Dean Lawrence Kimberley

Angel voices, ever singing

Photo: The Girls with their 
Director, Alex Goodwin, the Dean, 

and two  of the inaugural donors, 
Dame Adrienne Stewart and Jenny May



The Cathe dral  Bras s  conducted by Adr ian  Dalton
The  Cathe dral  S ingers  conducted by J i l l  Kerr

with

Phi l ip  Aldr idge  - narrator
Paul  Brown - organ

and young people from S t  Michae l ’ s  S cho o l   
andand the Cathe dral  congre gat ion

Children’s Christmas 
Service with animals
The Christmas story for children told with 

drama and live animals!

Tuesday 22 December at 3.00pm

Congratulations 
Deacon Margaret

Cathedral	Regular	Margaret	Neate	was	ordained	Deacon	at	

the	Cathedral	by	Bishop	Peter	Carrell	at	the	end	of	November.		

Margaret	will	serve	her	curacy	in	the	Parish	of	Upper	Riccarton	

Yaldhurst.	 	 We	 offer	 Margaret	 our	 heartiest	 congratulations	

and	best	wishes	for	her	ministry.



It	is	with	great	joy	that	the	Risen	Christ	

sculpture	has	been	installed	on	site	at	

the	Transitional	Cathedral.	The	sculpture	

is	 bronze,	 by	 Terry	 Stringer	 ONZM,	 and	

was	originally	sited	near	the	west	doors	

of	 Christ	 Church	 Cathedral	 in	 Cathedral	

Square.	 It	 was	 installed	 there	 in	 1999	

as	 a	 Millennium	 gift	 to	 the	 people	 of	

Christchurch	by	the	Anglican	Diocese.	

Following	 the	 devastating	

earthquakes	of	2011,	 the	sculpture	was	

placed	in	secure	storage	for	safe	keeping.	

This	 year,	 however,	 due	 to	 the	

generosity	 of	 Scape,	 Naylor	 Love,	 Lewis	

Bradford,	 Elevate,	 the	 CCC,	 and	 Jenny	

May	 who	 all	 gave	 their	 time	 and	 skills	

free	of	charge,	the	statue	 is	now	seeing	

the	 light	 of	 day	 once	 again.	 It	 has	 been	

installed	 on	 the	 site	 of	 the	 Transitional	

Cathedral,	 and	 is	 to	 be	 included	 in	 the	

Scape	Public	Art	exhibition.	

It	looks	very	much	at	home	in	its	new	

setting,	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 beautiful	

gardens	 that	 surround	 the	 Transitional	

Cathedral.

Like	 the	 Transitional	 Cathedral	

itself,	 the	 siting	 of	 this	 sculpture	 is	

also	 transitional	 in	 character.	 When	

the	 Cathedral	 community	 return	 to	

the	 Cathedral	 in	 the	 Square,	 the	 Risen	

Christ	 sculpture	 will	 once	 again	 take	

up	 a	 position	 adjacent	 to	 the	 Cathedral	

building	in	Cathedral	Square.

Dean	 and	 Chapter	 would	 like	 to	

express	their	gratitude	to	Jenny	May	who	

spear-headed	 the	 project	 and	 all	 who	

gave	of	their	time	and	skills	to	make	this	

project	possible.

The	presence	of	the	sculpture	provides	

yet	 another	 reason	 for	 coming	 to	 visit	

the	 Transitional	 Cathedral.	 Do	 come	 in	

and	have	a	look.

Dean Lawrence.

christ is risen ... again!



Cathedral
Christmas 

Stall 
 

SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER
BEFORE & AFTER THE 10.00AM 

SERVICE
Cakes, slices, jams, preserves, 

Christmas goodies etc
And a raffle with wonderful prizes!

All proceeds to Miriam Tillman’s work in Togo

Donations of baking, preserves and 
Christmas goodies for sale are welcome.

A special invitation to all pre-schoolers 

The Transitional Cathedral
invites you to 

A Celebration of Christmas Music 
for pre-schoolers 

with the Musical Play Team

Thursday 10 December 2020, 10.00am
songs and music led by the Musical Play Team

with Tamara Smith - flute

No booking is required for this free event - everyone is welcome. 
Parking is available in the parking building cnr Lichfield St / Madras St. 

Enquiries: Ven Nicky Lee  Tel. 353 7883 or 021 267 8795
volunteers@christchurchcathedral.co.nz

Cathedral 
Christmas Tree
The Transitional Cathedral once again has a 
Christmas Tree.  Presents left beneath it are 

distributed by the City Mission to children in need.

You can leave presents, and non-perishable food 
items, up to and including Christmas Day


