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Why did Jesus die?

The Transitional Cathedral, Christchurch, New Zealand

In the world of the bible, names have 
a significance and level of importance 
that the modern western mind tends to 
overlook. For the biblical writers, names 
shape our being and help form who we 
are. Novelists, such as JK Rowling, are 
well aware of this. If you have read 
the Harry Potter novels, you will be 
aware of characters like 
Cornelius Fudge, the 
Minister of Magic who 
needs to make sure he is 
on the winning side, and therefore 
keeps fudging issues and decisions 
because he lacks the strength of 
conviction to do the right thing. 
Biblical names are tied to identity 
as well. The name ‘Jesus’ is also no 
accident. It has the same meaning 
as the older Hebrew version of 
this name which is ‘Joshua’, and it 
means, ‘God is our Salvation’. That 
name sums up exactly who Jesus is.

With the benefit of hindsight, we know 
very well that Jesus is the Saviour of the 
World, sent by God to be our salvation 
and the salvation of all creation. We 
know that Jesus accomplishes this 
through his death, resurrection, and 
ascension. The curious thing, though, 
is that the Church has never defined 
how the death of Jesus saves us. We 
see what he does in his life and death. 
In great humility he becomes human. 
He embraces everything involved in 

being human, facing death itself in 
order to be our salvation. We see the 
consequences of the resurrection, one 
of which is that there is a community of 
faith who know him and eat the bread of 
life with him. But the Church has never 

defined anywhere how that life, death 
and resurrection saves. When we 

look at the Creed, which 
we say frequently in the 
Liturgy of this Cathedral, 
it simply says, “…For us 

and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven…” And that’s it. In the 
absence of any definition of how 
God saves us in Christ, theologians 
down through the ages, beginning 
with writers such as St Paul, have 
come up with a wide range of 
explanations. These are called 
‘theories’ because that is what they 
are. ‘Theories of Atonement’ is the 

technical term, and there are many of 
them.

The most well known in our time is 
the justice theory, and it exists in both 
Catholic and Protestant forms. And 
it goes like this. God made the world, 
and it was very good. But we humans 
were disobedient and brought sin into 
the world. This offends God, meaning 
we humans need to be held to account. 
But because God is eternal there is 
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no possible way for finite humans to 
make any appropriate atonement to 
God for our sin on an eternal level. God 
needs someone on our side to make 
an eternal sacrifice to make adequate 
satisfaction for our sin. So, God sends 
Jesus, the eternal Son of God, to stand 
in our place, in the criminal dock as it 
were, and allows himself to become 
the accused, to take upon himself the 
charges that we should be facing. He 
does this on behalf of all humanity. Jesus 
who, being fully human and fully God, is 
the only one able to take the judgement 
and punishment humanity deserves. 
In his death on the cross he receives 
the punishment that should be ours, in 
order to make atonement for our sin, 
and restore our relationship with God.

I suspect this, or some form of this 
theory, will sound familiar to many 
of us. There are lots of problems 
with this theory, not least of which 
what it says about God. Is God really 
desiring someone be punished for our 
transgressions? How does that align 
with other parts of the biblical witness 
that point to God being love, forgiveness, 
compassion, light and life? Those who 
grew up with this theory as children are 
likely to be afraid of God’s wrath, to be 
deeply afraid of God when they have 
done something wrong, and they are 
likely to be burdened with guilt about the 
failings in their lives. Another common 
outcome is that this theory suggests we 
need to be a Christian to make sure we 
end up in heaven and avoid ending up 
in hell, which are not great motivations 
for being people of faith.

Interestingly, this theory was 
first thought of by an Archbishop of 

Canterbury, St Anslem, who lived in the 
12th century. When he first wrote up 
this theory, it was roundly criticised by 
just about everyone, and yet it is now 
the dominant theory about how God 
saves in the minds of many Christians, 
both protestant and catholic. It’s a 
12th century theory! Christians got on 
perfectly well without this for the first 
thousand years of our existence.

If you read about the faith of the of the 
early Christians (the faith community of 
the first four or five centuries) there is 
another theory in play that is all about 
sheer grace. I will call this theory ‘the 
great exchange’, but the technical 
term is kenosis/theosis. It goes like 
this. God made us to be in relationship 
with himself. According to God’s loving 
purpose and in great humility, God set 
aside all that heaven offers to become 
human, to embrace every aspect of our 
humanity, including being vulnerable 
and dependent, risking everything to 
entrust himself to unreliable human 
beings, embracing even death itself. 
This is called kenosis, which means 
‘self-emptying’. The more God 
embraces the depths of our humanity, 
the more his divinity permeates through 
our humanity, so that in Christ we are 
raised up and participate in the divinity 
of God. This is the theosis side of the 
exchange, in which by the grace of God 
we are made like God.

The great exchange means that the 
more God embraces the depths of our 
humanity, the more we are filled with 
God. That is why Jesus had to face 
death, so that even the experience of 
death itself is permeated with God’s 
divine presence and redeemed so that 

God’s grace is present even in the 
darkest places of our lives: God, loving, 
redeeming, raising us up. St Paul puts it 
this way, “For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of 
God” (2 Cor 5:21). Or in other words, on 
the cross our sins became Christs, so 
that we might be filled with the goodness 
and righteousness of God. In this theory, 
there is no theme of punishment, just 
the wonderful, unmerited grace of God, 
restoring, renewing, recreating, raising 
up.

The journey of Christ is the journey of 
a soul. Just as the entire Body of Christ 
is born in the font of baptism, crucified 
with Christ in his passion, raised again 
at the resurrection, and placed at the 
right hand of God in his ascension, so 
we are born with Christ in his nativity. In 
adoring the birth of our saviour, we find 
we are celebrating the commencement 
of our own life. In coming to the cross 
on Good Friday, we are embracing the 
depths of our human existence, and 
when we come to the empty tomb on 
Easter Day, we find ourselves being 
raised in Christ into the company of 
God, so that the image of God in us is 
restored, and we are made into a new 
creation in Christ.

Dean Lawrence Kimberley
Illustrator of Henry Davenport Northrop's 
"Treasures of the Bible," 1894, Public domain, 
via Wikimedia Commons
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As of writing, the Cathedral Choir is 
midway through Term I with Easter and 
the school holidays fast approaching.  
Each year the Boy Choristers and Girl 
Choristers find their new footing with 
having farewelled last year’s Year 8 
group and during this time of the year is 
when new leaders emerge from within 
the younger ranks of choristers who 
contribute to the sound of the Cathedral 
Choir.

 As the Cathedral in the Square is 
due to be finished (or at least in use) 
around the end of 2027, we are now 
at a point in the choir’s history wherein 
we have theoretically admitted the final 
group of choristers who will sing only in 
the Transitional Cathedral.  If all goes 
according to plan, this year’s Year 4 
trainees will be Year 8 choristers in 
2027 and will hopefully be able to sing 
services in the Cathedral in the Square 
during the final year of their chorister 
career.  With a chorister career spanning 
five years, and now that we have been 
housed in the Transitional Cathedral for 
10 years (since 2013), there have been 

effectively two generations of choristers 
who have sung only in the Transitional 
Cathedral.  It will be closer to three 
generations of choristers who have only 
known the Transitional Cathedral as 
their home by 2027.  While we are eager 
to sing in the Cathedral in the Square 
in a proper acoustic and with a proper 
organ, we acknowledge how fortunate 
we have been, and continue to be, to 
sing in the Transitional Cathedral.

Speaking of the Cathedral in the 
Square, the organ project has had 
some exciting news this past week:  
A contract has been signed with 
Nicholson & Co organ builders for the 
restoration of the Cathedral organ.  The 
organ will be considered a ‘new’ organ 
as the windchests, console, and inner 
workings will be new construction.  Much 
of the original pipework will be retained 
and revoiced, and where certain pipes 
are not restorable, new pipework will 
be constructed to emulate the original 
Romantic character of the 1882 William 
Hill & Sons organ. 

 The organ chambers will be situated 
on both sides of the Quire (north and 
south) with a 4-manual mobile console 
on the floor of the cathedral close to the 
choir.  When finished, it will be one of 
the largest and most versatile organs 
in New Zealand, with its primary duty of 
accompanying the Cathedral Choir and 
leading congregational hymns at the 
fore of its tonal scheme.  The Nicholson 
& Co firm are among the most well-
known organ builders in the world and 
have built and restored instruments 
for many Cathedrals in the UK.  Their 
success with the new organ at Auckland 
Cathedral, which happens to be the 
largest organ in Australasia and the 
largest instrument built in the UK in the 
past 70 years, helped to solidify our 
choice in the Nicholson & Co firm. We 
are in for very exciting times ahead.

Holy Week & Easter has some of 
the  finest music of the liturgical year.  
Please see the Service Schedule 
overleaf for full details of what the Choir 
will be singing

Dr John Linker, Director of Music

From the Director of Music



The word on the street
As I was wandering the inner-city 

streets in the post-Christmas quiet 
period, it was revealing to see and feel 
the difference in people compared to 
the pre-Christmas rush.  A sense of 
relief, combined with exhaustion would 
be the best description.  For business 
owners, it was the relief they had made 
it through a very difficult few years in 
retail.  For workers, it was the relief they 
still had a job.

There are of course businesses 
that do not make it through. In my time 
in this position, I have seen several 
businesses open and close.  A new 
business moves into the space, a new 
venture begins.

As we enter Holy Week, it is good to 
reflect on the flow of events that are the 
centre of our faith.  Here we can catch 
a glimpse of how God is with us,  and I 
also believe we see the structure, the 
DNA, of everything. 

In the celebration and beginning 
of a new thing with Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, we can 
see our own beginnings, and our hope 
in something new.  In his teaching and 
ministry of the next few days, we can feel 
our efforts to make inroads, and to make 
our mark, and work.  For Jesus, this was 
a few days; for us this can be years. 

It is in Jesus’ agony in the garden 
where we start to see uncertainty in 
what is occurring. All new ventures 
and ideas will go through difficulty. This 
is a very painful place. The decision 
or ability to let go, change direction, 
or to let something end will always be 
fraught.   Sometimes we need to let 
something die.

Jesus on the cross is that death.  We 
have let our dream, job, relationship, 
aspect of ourselves, or idea run its 
course, and now it is finished. When we 
contemplate the cross on Good Friday, 

we remember Jesus’ death, but we also 
bring before God all the things we need 
to let die. I think about a business that 
closes, and the final time the doors are 
locked.  There is a period a grief that 
follows.  A period of waiting for where 
God will lead us. Jesus’ time in the tomb 
can be for us an expression of our own 
inward journey of grief and change.

As we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection, 
we are able to see that death is not the 
end. We note that the resurrected body 
is different from the normal body. Our 
new ideas, ways of working and being, 
will be different from what we have 
allowed to die. A new business can let 
aspects die so it can live anew. 

Our inner city will continue to go 
through this cycle of new beginnings 
and endings. It is my hope that we are 
able to journey with all involved, and 
in doing so, may reveal something of 
God’s will in all parts of our lives.

Chris Orczy, Inner City Chaplain

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
AT THE T� NSITIONAL CATHED& L

SUNDAY 2 APRIL ~ PALM SUNDAY 
8:00am Holy Eucharist with the 

Blessing of Palms 

10:00am Choral Eucharist with 
Procession of Palms and the 

reading of the Passion of Our Lord. 
      Music: The Cathedral Choir
ANTHEM  Hosanna to the Son – Weelkes

SETTING  Missa Simile est regnum – Victoria
ANTHEM  Adoramus te, Christe – Lassus

COMMUNION  Hide not thou thy face – Farrant

5:00pm Service of Passiontide 
Readings and Music 

Music: The Cathedral Choir
Kyrie eleison (Missa Simile est) – Victoria

Adoramus te, Christe – Lassus
Insanæ et vanæ curæ – Haydn

Misrere mei – Lassus           A Litany – Walton
Lord, let me know mine end – Greene

O Lord, look down from heaven – Battishill
Solus ad victimam – Leighton

 MONDAY 3 APRIL 
12:05pm Midday Prayer 

 TUESDAY 4 APRIL 
11.100am Diocesan Chrism Service 
with Renewal of Ordination vows 

(held at St Chrisopher’s Church, Avonhead) 

12:05pm Holy Eucharist 

1:10pm Organ Recital for Holy Week
 

WEDNESDAY 5 APRIL 
7.30am Holy Eucharist 

12:05pm Holy Eucharist 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 6 APRIL 
7:00pm Eucharist of the Last 

Supper, Footwashing, Stripping of 
the Altar and Watch of the Night. 

Music: The Cathedral Choir 
SETTING  Stanford in C & F

GRADUAL Tohungia Rā Mātou – Jenny McLeod
ANTHEMS  Wash me thoroughly – Wesley

Ubi Caritas – Gjeilo
Ave verum corpus – Elgar

PSALM 51  (Plainsong)     

GOOD FRIDAY 7 APRIL 
8:30am Morning Prayer 

10:00am Children’s Service of 
Stations of the Cross 

12:00noon Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion, with singing of 

St John’s Passion Narrative, 
Proclamation of the Cross, and 

Holy  Communion from Reserved 
Sacrament. 

Music: The Cathedral Choir
PASSION SETTING  St John Passion – Philip Duffy

ANTHEM  O vos omnes  Victoria
THE REPROACHES   Sanders 

 HOLY SATURDAY 8 APRIL 
12:noon: Midday Prayer with the 

Lamentations of Jeremiah by    
      Thomas Tallis sung by the Lay 

Clerks & Choral Scholars 

8:00pm The Great Vigil with the 
First Eucharist of Easter 

Music: The Girl Choristers of the 
Cathedral Choir 
SETTING   David Childs

ANTHEM   Behold, now praise the Lord – Harris

SUNDAY 9 APRIL ~ EASTER 
8:00am Holy Eucharist 

10:00am Festival Eucharist 
Music: The Cathedral Choir 

INTROIT   Surrexit Christus hodie – Scheidt
SETTING   Missa Brevis – Jonathan Dove

SEQUENCE  Victimae Paschali laudes
ANTHEM  Easter Alleluia – David Bednall

COMMUNION  This joyful Eastertide – Wood
VOLUNTARY  Toccata from Symphony – V Widor

5:00pm Festal Evensong 
Music: The Cathedral Choir

RESPONSES   Leighton
PSALM 150 (Stanford)

CANTICLES   Dyson in D
ANTHEM  Blessed be the God and Father – Wesley



Never Forget. Never Again. 
An address given by Dean Lawrence on Holocaust Day 2023

27 January 2023 was the United 
Nations International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. We must 
remember—though it’s not easy to 
remind ourselves. It is an annual call 
to pay tribute to the victims of the 
Holocaust during WWII and to work 
through education, documentation, and 
commemoration to prevent future acts 
of genocide. This day calls us to be  
vigilant—to educate ourselves about 
racism, religious persecution and the 
‘them v us’ mentality so that another 
Holocaust will not happen again. 
again—we must stand up and speak 
up against racism, anti-seimitism, 
prejusdice and injustice, and to work for 
inclusivity, diversity, and sacrificial love 
wherever needed. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day is a 
day to honour the dead (about 6 million 
Jews as well as others considered ‘less 
than’) and to tell their stories. 27 January 
was chosen as the anniversary of the 
liberation of the notorious death camp 
at Auschwitz in 1945. Remembering is 
important—we need to ensure that the 
events of the holocaust are kept alive 
in our collective memory today and in 
times to come so that each and all of 
us proactively work to stop any such 
horrific trauma happening again.

The theme for this year, 2023, is 
the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto uprising and 
we honour the youth movements who 
fought back against the Nazis and their 
collaborators. On 19 April in ’43, the 
youth refused to be quietly deported—
about 7000 were killed in the month-
long uprising and about 7000 were 
rounded up and put to death afterwards 
in concentration camps and killing 
centres. It was the most significant 
uprising by Jews and other civilians 
against the Nazis’ occupation of 
Europe. Our prayer today and moving 
forward is that the story of sacrifice 
from the young leaders in Warsaw will 

inspire young people today, and indeed 
all of us, to continue to combat racism, 
antisemitism, discrimination, and 
hatred; and work for a truly inclusive 
society here in Aotearoa that celebrates 
our growing diversity as a nation.

To prevent another holocaust, we 
have to remain vigilant. Sadly, there 
is a great deal of work to do. Here in 
the City Centre I observe an increase 
in nationalism, more aggressive 
behaviours, more ugly racism. This is 
especially noticeable toward those with 
brown skins and has been getting worse 
over the last two or three years. It feels 
like there has been a shift in attitudes in 
our community, at the very time when 
our former Prime Minister has been 
calling for kindness and compassion in 
our human relating. 

Add to the mix the ugly war going 
on in Ukraine, and wars still festering 
in other places. Introduce the level of 
misinformation online, and the difficulty 
the online world has in setting ethical 
standards for communication—the mix 
is getting more toxic. The cost-of-living 
crisis is also a factor, where some can 
afford to live, and some can’t, and the 
gap’s getting wider. When we add all 
these factors together, the conditions 
are ripe for the growth of prejudice, and 
a more deeply divided society.

This is a sign that there is something 
basic about how we imagine society 
coming under threat. As a Christian, I 
am an inheritor of the Abrahamic biblical 
heritage which we share with our 
Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters 
who are gathered here today. The 
biblical theology of covenantal relations 
is critically important; this says that the 
role of each of us is to contribute to 
the building of a society in which there 
is a trustworthy network of relations, 
dependable enough to allow more 
people to become active and generous 
contributors in our community.

At the heart of the Christian faith, 
the Love of God is made visible in the 
person of Christ. Jesus’ life of sacrifice 
shows us that God thinks every person 
is worthwhile, every person is worth 
dying for, and that means God thinks 
there is no sacrifice too great to make, 
or gift that is too great to give, in order for 
every human being to be filled with God 
and live life in its fullness. And if God 
thinks that each of us is so worthwhile, 
we have to ask hard questions about 
why we treat some people as less the 
human, why we allow prejudice and 
racism to go unchallenged, and why we 
allow so many people to live below the 
poverty line.

Aa Christian, I stand here today to 
advocate for a society which is loving, 
attentive and generous; that values 
each person and in turn sets them free 
to love, be attentive, generous and 
free to live. If we want a civil and moral 
society, we must never forget our past 
and where things end up if prejudice 
and racism go unchallenged; and we 
must commit ourselves to work ‘out 
loud’ for an inclusive, loving, attentive, 
and trustworthy society. 

Regular Worship 
at the 

Transitional 
Cathedral

SUNDAYS
8.00am Holy Eucharist              

10.00am Choral Eucharist
5.00pm Choral Evensong

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Holy Eucharist at 12.05pm

Monday Midday Prayer
Tuesday (NZPB, & prayers for healing), 

Wednesday (NZPB), 
Thursday (in te reo Maori), 

Friday (NZPB)
Saturday Midday Prayer

Choral Evensong 
Tuesday - Thursday at 5.30pm

Friday at 4.30pm
during term time only



MAUNDY THURSDAYMAUNDY THURSDAY
6 April 20236 April 2023

7:00pm Eucharist of the Last Supper, 

Footwashing, Stripping of the Altar 

and Watch of the Night.

Mosque Shooting Anniversary 15 March 2023
An address given by Dean Lawrence at a ceremony at the World Peace Bell in the Botanic Gardens

I speak as a leader within the Christian 
community of faith. I am the Dean of 
Christchurch Transitional Cathedral.

I greet our Muslim brothers and 
sisters on this day of painful memories.  
I acknowledge faith leaders, City 
Councillors and the World Peace Bell 
Assoc, New Zealand Chapter.

When the shocking news came 
through four years ago in our Cathedral, 
our first thoughts were about how we 
could stand in solidarity with our Muslim 
brothers and sisters. The attack on the 
mosques was an attack on people who 
had gathered peacefully for prayer. It 
was therefore an attack on people of 
faith. Christians, Muslims and Jewish 
people are all followers of the God of 
Abraham. The God who is revealed in 
our Abrahamic traditions is Love, who 
wants us to be brothers and sisters, 
and not enemies of each other. Our 
traditions teach that each one of us 
bears the image of God, that the love in 
our hearts is God’s love, and that we are 
therefore compelled to treat each other 
as human beings who are precious in 
God’s sight, who are filled with God. 
We are here today standing in solidarity 
with all who suffered on 15 March 2019, 
and we are praying for your continuing 
healing and recovery.

There are a number of things that 
need to be attended to in order to build 
a society founded on peace. First, we 
must remain vigilant in defending the 
right of people to practice their faith, 
which is protected in our Human Rights 
Act. People in this country must be free, 
either alone or in community with others, 
both in public and in private, to manifest 
their religion or belief, to worship, to 
teach and observe their faith, without 
fear of violence or discrimination. My 
observation is that the mood of our 
society at the moment is toward freedom 
from religion, rather than freedom to 
enable people to practice faith. If being 
people of faith is not respected, then it 
is easier for faith communities to be the 
target of prejudice and discrimination. 
People of faith are not perfect. We have 
our own foibles, but collectively we 
witness to Love being the most powerful 
agent of change there is. Violence 
never works. Love changes hearts and 
minds and transforms the world. People 
of faith want to make a contribution for 
good to our communities by building 
relationships of trust and dependability.

There will be much said today about 
the effects of hate speech, the lack of 
ethical standards of communication 
on the internet, the problem of 

misinformation and conspiracy theories 
and so on. I fully support all the actions 
our government, including those former 
Prime Minister Jacinda Adern who has 
led the Christchurch call, to end online 
hate speech and the dissemination of 
extremist content. The work on new 
legislation to strengthen laws against the 
incitement of hatred and discrimination 
is supported by me. The work needs to 
progress for the wellbeing of our society, 
and to protect our democracy.

Racism, prejudice, suspicion of 
people of faith, these dynamics are 
alive and well here in Christchurch. 
Whenever we see evidence of it, we 
must take action to call it out and stop it.

May I conclude with a fasting prayer 
by Pope Francis:

Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with 
 gratitude.
Fast from anger and filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and trust in God.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate 
 to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.



From the Reinstatement Project
Project update

On 21 March we took a breath to 
celebrate a very significant milestone 
for the Reinstatement of Christ Church 
Cathedral.  Phase one: Stabilisation 
is now complete.

Since May 2020 the site team have 
been working under very controlled 
conditions to ensure they can stabilise 
the Cathedral in a safe and time 
effective manner.

You’ve seen the cranes on site; these 
were considered the safest and most 
economical way to get a lot of the early 
stabilisation work done. They did a great 
job of keeping the team protected while 
working at height on the Cathedral.

We’ve had stone masons, crane 
drivers, carpenters, construction teams, 
removal specialists, heritage specialists 
and steel workers all paying a critical 
role in the stabilisation please.  Not to 
mention the engineers and architects 
who design and test the stabilisation 
methodology. 

This progress could not have 
happened without the support of the 
Government, Christchurch City Council, 
Lotteries, the Anglican Church and our 
very generous donors.

It was only in August 2022 that the 
first human inspection inside the Nave 

was conducted. At that time we only had 
footage from ‘Spot’ the robot dog, drones 
and the remote controlled digger. From 
there we permitted controlled entry to 
stabilize the Nave columns and entry 
through the roof to enable the crossing 
to be decoupled.

Now 6 months on we can celebrate 
stabilisation and take a moment to 
thank everyone involved.  This project 
and its progress to date is testament 
to the collaborative approach from all 
involved.  It’s a true team effort, that 
why on 21 March we invited everyone 
involved to be part of the celebrations.

Work didn’t stop for long though and 
the team were back into their work plan 

by the afternoon!!
We’re now working on strengthening 

the walls then we’ll be installing the 
foundations.

 We’re on track for completion in 
2027.

Ainsley Walter
Campaign Director

Photos: The first service held in the 
Cathedral since 2011: 7.00am on 
Tuesday 21 March 2023



From the Reinstatement Project
The High Altar Reredos

At the eastern end of the chancel 
behind the high altar is the beautiful 
carved reredos erected in 1950, the 
centenary year of the beginning of 
organised European settlement by the 
Canterbury Association in 1850. The 
reredos is carved from the kauri decking 
of the Hurunui River bridge, an area 
that is at the most northern reach of the 
Anglican Diocese of Christchurch. 

The reredos was carved by Frederick 
Gurnsey (1868–1953) and Jake Vivian 
(1912-1998), Gurnsey’s assistant from 
1926-1951. Gurnsey was a leading 
figure in his time executing hundreds 
of works in local wood and stone. The 
chancel reredos and the St George 
and St Michael Memorial Chapel at 
Christ Church Cathedral are considered 
among his best-known works.

The reredos was designed by local 
architect Richard Strachan De Renzy 
Harman (1896-1953) and the then Dean, 
later Bishop, Alwyn Warren (1900-
1988), who developed the design and 
its detail.  Harman was appointed the 
Cathedral’s consultant architect in the 
1940s and also designed the St George 
and St Michael Memorial Chapel.

Harman had at one point designed 
an extension to the chancel and left 
brief but necessary instructions on 
how to dismantle the reredos should 
this extension be undertaken. On the 
instructions was a hand written note 
stating they were to be left on the top 
of the reredos. This they were and 
many decades later were discovered by 
Cathedral Administrator Chris Oldham.

Iconographic and carved detail of the 
reredos is complex. Within the detail it 

contains the instruments of the Passion 
of Christ – the crown of thorns, the nails, 
the centurion’s lance and the sponge. 
On the left and right hand sides of the 
reredos are six figures or statuettes 
carved by Gurnsey. On the left are 
Samuel Marsden, Archdeacon Henry 
Williams and Tāmihana Te Rauparaha, 
and on the right are Bishop George 
Augustus Selwyn, Bishop Harper and 
Bishop Patteson.  

Five of these figures have now been 
retrieved – three immediately post-
quake in 2011. Curiously of the three 
figures that were unable to be retrieved 
in 2011, two, Bishops Harper and 
Selwyn, were recently recovered from 
the opposite end of the Cathedral in the 
west porch. The statuette of Samuel 
Marsden remains to be retrieved and is 
visible on the High Altar. 

The subjects of these statuettes 
were chosen by the Cathedral Chapter 
as being men who had fostered the 
establishment of the Anglican church in 
New Zealand and the Pacific. Samuel 
Marsden (1765-1838), was a prominent 
member of the Church Missionary 
Society (CSM) and the driving force 
bringing Christianity to New Zealand 
in the early 19th century preaching the 
first known Christian sermon at Oihi 
Bay near Rangihoua, on Christmas 
Day 1814. Having learned the Māori 
language from Ruatara, a Ngāpuhi 
Rangatira, it is thought he may have 
preached the sermon in Te Reo. 
Archdeacon Henry Williams (1792-
1867) was also a prominent leader of 
the Church Missionary Society in the 
first half of the 19th century.

Tāmihana Te Rauparaha (c1819-
1876) was baptised a Christian in 1841 
by CSM Missionary Octavius Hadfield. 
In 1843 he came to the South Island 
preaching Christianity and in 1844 he 
accompanied Bishop Selwyn (1809-
1878) on his first overland trek to the 
South Island.

Selwyn was the first Anglican Bishop 
of New Zealand from 1841-1869 and 
preached and conversed in Te Reo. The 
Selwyn pulpit in the Cathedral has four 
alabaster panels which illustrate scenes 
from his life in New Zealand. Bishop 
Patteson (1827-1871)  was the first 
Bishop of Melanesia and his ordination 
by Selwyn is also depicted on one of the 
Selwyn Pulpit panels.

The statuette of Bishop Harper 
(1804-1893) depicts him with his 
primatial cross in his right hand and as 
builder of Christ Church Cathedral he 
holds in his left hand a model of it. As 
the first Bishop of our Cathedral there 
are a number of memorials to Harper 
including a panel in the Selwyn Pulpit 
and the recumbent effigy of him on a 
tomb chest in the north transept. Harper 
was the second Primate of New Zealand 
after Bishop Selwyn.  

The reredos has suffered earthquake 
damage but will be restored, as will 
the statuettes, which will be returned 
to their positions on it as part of the 
reinstatement project.

Jenny May

Image 1: The reredos pre the 2011 
earthquake
Image 2: A recent image of the reredos 
showing the earthquake damage.


