
Introit:  If ye love me  
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another comforter, that he may bide with you for ever, ev’n the spirit of truth.

Words: John 14: 15-17 Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)

Processional Hymn: 
 
 

God of mercy, God of grace,
show the brightness of thy face;
shine upon us, Saviour, shine,
fill thy church with light divine;
and thy saving health extend
unto earth’s remotest end.

Let the people praise thee, Lord;
be by all that live adored;
let the nations shout and sing
glory to their Saviour King;
at thy feet their tribute pay,
and thy holy will obey.
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Let the people praise thee, Lord;
earth shall then her fruits afford;
unto us thy blessing give,
we to thee devoted live;
all below, and all above,
one in joy and light and love.

Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)  Music: Heathlands

Sentence of the Day:
We call to mind your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple. 
As your name is great o God, so is your praise to the ends of the earth.

Psalm 48:9-10 

Bidding Prayer:
Beloved, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of the whole 
company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and 
praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins; to pray, as well for others as 
for ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth 
in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all people such things as 
their well-being doth require. Wherefore let us sit  or kneel in silence, and remember 
God’s presence with us now.

¶ Please sit or kneel for a period of silence

The Confession:
Let us confess our sins to Almighty God.
O God, our Father, 
we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: 
we have not loved thee with all our heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; 
cleanse us from our sins; and help us to overcome our faults; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

The Absolution:
May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all your 
sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.



Responses:   John Sanders (1933-2003)
Minister:   O Lord, open thou our lips;
Response:   And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Minister:  O God, make speed to save us;
Response:   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
¶ Please stand

 
Minister:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Response:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Minister:  Praise ye the Lord:
Response:  The Lord’s name be praised. 

¶ Please sit for the Psalm: Psalm 96
1.O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth.
2. Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name: be telling of his salvation from day to 
day.
3. Declare his honour unto the heathen: and his wonders unto all people.
4. For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised: he is more to be feared 
than all gods.
5. As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols: but it is the Lord that made 
the heavens.
6. Glory and worship are before him: power and honour are in his sanctuary.
7. Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people: ascribe unto the Lord 
worship and power.
8. Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name: bring presents, and come 
into his courts.
9. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
10. Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King: and that it is he who hath 
made the round world so fast that it cannot be moved; and how that he shall judge 
the people righteously.
11. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad: let the sea make a noise, 
and all that therein is.
12. Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it: then shall all the trees of the wood 
rejoice before the Lord.
13. For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: and with righteousness to 
judge the world, and the people with his truth.

¶ Please stand for the Gloria:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

 

¶ Please sit for the Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 60:9-22 read by Chas Muir
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Magnificat:   
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For 
he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy 
is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He 
hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination 
of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted the 
humble and  meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath 
sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he 
promised  to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

¶ Please stand for the Gloria:
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Words: Luke 1:46-53   Music: T.T. Noble in B Minor

 

¶ Please sit for the New Testament Lesson: Hebrews 6:17-7:10 
read by Lay Canon Carol Muir

Nunc Dimittis:   
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people.  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

¶ Please stand for the Gloria: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words: Luke 2:29-32   Music: S T.T. Noble in B Minor

¶ Please remain standing for The Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body; 
And the Life everlasting.    Amen.

 
Minister: The Lord be with you;
Response: And with thy Spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

 
¶ Please sit or kneel

Response: Lord, have mercy upon us.
   Christ, have mercy upon us.
   Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us 
from evil.   Amen.

Minister: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
Response: And grant us thy salvation.
Minister: O Lord, save the Queen;
Response: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Minister: Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
Response: And make thy chosen people joyful.
Minister: O Lord, save thy people;
Response: And bless thine inheritance.
Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Response:	 Because	there	is	none	other	that	fighteth	for	us,	but	only	thou,	O	God.
Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Response: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day:
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth; 
Mercifuly hear the supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the days of 
our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Collect for Peace:
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended 
from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

The Collect for Aid Against all Perils:
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

 
Anthem: Hail Gladdening Light

Hail, gladdening light of His pure glory poured, who is th’ Immortal Father, Heavenly,  
Blest, Holiest of Holies Jesu Christ, our Lord. Now we are come to the sun’s hour of 
rest, the lights of evening round us shine, we hymn the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Divine. Worthiest art Thou at all times to be sung with undefiled tongue, Son of our 
God, Giver of life alone; therefore in all the world Thy glories Lord, they own. Amen.

Words: 3rd Century Greek   Music: Charles Wood (1866-1926)

The Sermon:  Gareth Bezzett -  Director of Theology House

Hymn: 
During the hymn a collection will be taken to support the ministry of the Cathedral.

 
 
 
 
 

Ye that know the Lord is gracious, 
ye for whom a cornerstone 
stands, of God elect and precious, 
laid that ye may build thereon, 
see that on that sure foundation 
ye a living temple raise, 
towers that may tell forth salvation, 
walls that may re-echo praise.



Living stones, by God appointed 
each to his allotted place, 
kings and priests, by God anointed, 
shall ye not declare his grace? 
Ye, a royal generation, 
tell the tidings of your birth, 
tidings of a new creation 
to an old and weary earth.

Tell the praise of him who called you 
out of darkness into light, 
broke the fetters that enthralled you, 
gave you freedom, peace and sight: 
tell the tale of sins forgiven, 
strength renewed and hope restored, 
till the earth, in tune with heaven, 
praise and magnify the Lord.

Words: C A Alington Tune: Hyfrydol

The Prayers Jill Kerr  - Cathedral Precentrix

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal Home;

Under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.
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A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
will bear us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home.

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)  Music: St Anne

Organ Postlude:  

†
You are invited to sit and pray through the organ postlude. 

 

The Dean and Chapter wish to thank Conspiro for their musical contribution to 
Evensong tonight, and Mr Gareth Bezzett for his homily.


