
A Service of 
Choral  Evensong 

in celebration of the 
life and music of Brian Law

5.00PM 17 MARCH 2024 
Fifth Sunday in Lent: Passion Sunday

Te Rātapu Tuarima o Rēneti: te Rātapu Mamaetanga



The Introit: O Lord, support us
O Lord, support us all the day long of this troublous life, until the shadows 
lengthen and the evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is 
over, and our work is done. 
Then, Lord, in thy mercy grant us safe lodging, a holy rest and peace at last, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Words: John Henry Newman (1801-1890)     Music: Derek Holman (1931-2019)

[Derek Holman was a good friend of Brian]

Please stand for the Processional Hymn: 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.

This service from the Book of Common Prayer dates back to the 16th century. The Choir and Minister 
sing the whole service, except for the Confession and Apostles’ Creed which are said together.



When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell’s destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side:
songs and praises
I will ever give to thee.

Words: William Williams (1717-1791)Music: John Hughes (1873-1932)

Sentence of the Day:
‘This is the covenant I will make with them,’ says the Lord: ‘I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.’ 

Jeremiah 31:33

Bidding Prayer:
Beloved, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of 
the whole company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus 
Christ our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of 
our sins; to pray, as well for others as for ourselves, that we may know 
more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth in our lives the 
fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all people such things as their 
well-being doth require. Wherefore let us sit  or kneel in silence, and 
remember God’s presence with us now.

¶ Please stay seated or kneel for a period of silence

The Confession:
Let us confess our sins to Almighty God.
O God, our Father, 
we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: 
we have not loved thee with all our heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; 
cleanse us from our sins; and help us to overcome our faults; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.



The Absolution:
May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission 
of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Responses:  Bernard Rose (1916-1996)

Minister:   O Lord, open thou our lips;
Response:   And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Minister:  O God, make speed to save us;
Response:   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Please stand

Minister:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Response:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world 
   without end. Amen.
Minister:  Praise ye the Lord:
Response:  The Lord’s name be praised. 

¶ Please sit for the Psalm: 119:97-104 – Chant: Ives
97. Lord, what love have I unto thy Law: all the day long is my study in it.
98. Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine 

enemies: for they are ever with me.
99. I have more understanding than my teachers: for thy testimonies are 

my study.
100. I am wiser than the aged: because I keep thy commandments.
101. I have refrained my feet from every evil way: that I may keep thy word.
102. I have not shrunk from thy judgements: for thou teachest me.
103. O how sweet are thy words unto my throat: yea, sweeter than honey 

unto my mouth.
104. Through thy commandments I get understanding: therefore I hate all 

evil ways.

¶ Please stand for the Gloria:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.



¶ Please sit for the Old Testament Lesson: 1 Samuel 16:14-23 
 read by Dr John Linker, Cathedral Director of Music 
 and Music Director of the Christchurch City Choir

Magnificat:   
My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm; 
 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat 
 and hath exalted the humble and  meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things 
 and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
 as he promised  to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

¶ Please stand for the Gloria:
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Words: Luke 1:46-53   Music: Evening Service in A – C V Stanford (1852-1924)

Please sit for the New Testament Lesson: Corinthians 3:12-17  
read by Dame Malvina Major

Nunc Dimittis:   
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people.  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

¶ Please stand for the Gloria: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words: Luke 2:29-32   Music: Evening Service in A – C V Stanford (1852-1924)



¶ Please remain standing for The Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body; 
And the Life everlasting.    Amen.

Minister: The Lord be with you;
Response: And with thy Spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

¶ Please sit or kneel

Response: Lord, have mercy upon us.
   Christ, have mercy upon us.
   Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; in earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.   Amen.

Minister: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
Response: And grant us thy salvation.
Minister: O Lord, save the King;
Response: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Minister: Endue thy ministers with righteousness;



Response: And make thy chosen people joyful.
Minister: O Lord, save thy people;
Response: And bless thine inheritance.
Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Response: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Response: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day
We beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people; that 
by thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, 
both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect for Ash Wednesday
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, 
and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: Create and make 
in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and 
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect for Peace:
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 
give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and 
also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may 
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 

The Collect for Aid Against all Perils:
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Anthem: My beloved spake
My beloved spake, and said unto me, rise up, my love, my fair one, and 
come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flow’rs 
appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice 
of the turtle is heard in our land. Arise, my love, my fair one and come away.

Words: Text: Song of Solomon 2: 10-12       Music: Paul Halley (b. 1952)

[Paul Halley was a chorister in Brian’s choir in Canada and was mentored by Brian]



The Reflection: Chris Oldham, Cathedral Administrator & Verger

Offertory Hymn: 
During the hymn a collection will be taken to support the ministry of the Cathedral

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal Home;

Under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.

A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
will bear us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home. Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)  

The Prayers    Dean Ben Truman



Anthem: Faire is the heaven [A favourite Anthem of Brian’s]
Faire is the heav’n where happy soules have place, in full enjoyment of 
felicitie; when they doe still behold the glorious face of the Divine, Eternall 
Majestie. Yet farre, more faire be those bright Cherubin which all with golden 
wings are over-dight. And those eternall burning Seraphins which from their 
faces dart out fiery light; Yet fairer than they both and much more bright, 
be th’ Angels and Archangels which attend on God’s owne person without 
rest or end. These then in faire each other farre excelling as to the Highest 
they approach more neare, yet is that Highest farre beyond all telling 
though all their beauties joynd together were: How then can mortall tongue 
hope to expresse the image of such endlesse perfectnesse?

Words: Edmund Spencer (1553-1599)  Music: William H. Harris (1883-1973)

The Blessing: Bishop Peter Carrell    [Choral Amen]

Hymn: 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love!



Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.

Words: John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)  Music: C H H Parry (1848-1918)

Organ Postlude:  Fuga à 5 pro Organo pleno, BWV 552 – J S Bach (1685-1750)

You are welcome to join us for a cup of tea and coffee 
after the service at the rear of the Cathedral.



Obituary printed in The Press on 28 January 2024

When the phone rang and the caller said “Hello, it’s The Law”, some feared 
impending arrest. However, it actually signalled an erudite and wide-ranging 
conversation with renowned Christchurch musician Brian Law.  Sadly, those calls 
ended last month.

While Brian was acclaimed in Christchurch for leading its City Choir for 22 
years, and Christ Church Cathedral Choir for twelve, his life and career was 
varied and global.

Born in Brighton in England in April 1943, Brian John Law early discovered 
a pronounced musical gift, despite no musical tradition in his family. The son of 
a baker, Law attended school in Brighton and loved playing the piano. By age 
seven, he was a choir boy, enjoyed choral singing at St Peter’s Anglican church in 
Bristol, and later went to London to study at the Royal College of Church Music 
at Addington Palace.  There, while escorting the Queen on a visit and discussing 
the huge amount of practice needed for his studies, Her Majesty confided she 
found it difficult to get Prince Charles to practise the piano.  While Brian was 
being classically trained as a student organist, he also enjoyed jazz and played 
some gigs for Cleo Laine and Johnny Dankworth.  He spent holidays on trans-
Atlantic ships, playing piano into the early hours of the morning. 

At the age of 21, Law left London to work in Ottawa, to take up the 
challenge of the musical scene there, in an environment he believed was “ripe 
for development.” He stayed in Ottawa for 26 years working with many groups, 
including conducting the Ottawa Symphony Orchestra, the Ottawa Choral 
Society, the Arts Centre Orchestra, and founding the baroque ensemble Thirteen 
Strings. For 14 years he was organist and Choirmaster at Ottawa’s St. Matthew’s 
Anglican Church, where he brought the men’s and boys’ choir to a standard of 
excellence comparable to British collegiate and cathedral choirs - a skill he would 
later bring to Christ Church Cathedral. 

During his final concert in Ottawa, Brian was awarded the Freedom of the City. 
The Brian Law Opera Scholarship was established to honour his contribution 
to opera there and it continues to award a substantial scholarship bi-annually, 
with many recipients progressing to international opera houses. In 2019, Brian 
accepted an invitation to visit Ottawa to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the scholarship.

In 1990, Christchurch’s two symphonic choirs - the Royal Christchurch 
Musical Society and the Harmonic Choir - were merging to form the Christchurch 
City Choir.  World-renowned conductor Franz Paul Decker was Chief Guest 
Conductor of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra at the time, and learned of 
the impending merger and the new choir searching for a Music Director.  He told 
the committee managing the transition Brian Law, a musical force in Ottawa, was 
looking for a new challenge. 

Brian visited New Zealand later that year for an interview, after which he 
borrowed a car and set off to see New Zealand. He recounted realising one day, 
in a remote and beautiful part of New Zealand, that it was Christmas Day.  He 
decided there and then a country where it was possible to be so casually oblivious 
was a country he would enjoy living in, which he did for the rest of his life.

Brian arrived in Christchurch in late 1991, in time to conduct his first 



performance of Handel’s “Messiah”.  He produced a genuinely baroque (rather 
than Victorian) approach to the performance of “Messiah” and conducted the 
event from the harpsichord. 

In his 22 years as Music Director of the Christchurch City Choir, Brian directed 
103 performances from 53 different composers across the range of five centuries. 
That repertoire included Requiems by Verdi, Benjamin Britten and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, “The Dream of Gerontius”, “Belshazzar’s Feast”, and exciting new 
works such as Paul Winter’s “Missa Gaia/Earth Mass”, “The Armed Man” and 
the Ngai Tahu work “Ahua” (written for the 150th anniversary of the Canterbury 
Settlement), sung in te reo Māori. Brian also conducted them singing jazz, the 
“Night at the Opera” series and the hugely popular annual “Classical Sparks in 
the Park” event.  

Dame Malvina Major recalls the first time he conducted Don Giovanni for 
Canterbury Opera. She was in the lead role and recalls “it quickly became obvious 
Brian was a very talented musician and conductor, with an empathy for singers’ 
breathing.” 

She had a contract with the NZSO for five recordings, with three still to 
record. She says Brian made it happen, plus other recordings including Cathedral 
Grammar School and Spreydon Boys’ choirs with the CSM Chamber Choir, 
Christchurch City Choir and members of the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, 
which to her demonstrated Brian’s skill to co-ordinate people of different ages 
and abilities. Brian soon became Dame Malvina’s conductor whenever possible. 

One highlight, among many musical events for the pair, was Dame Malvina 
being invited to sing at Queen Noor’s charity festival in Jordan, coinciding with 
an invitation to perform a concert in the dessert outside Cairo. Brian conducted the 
Cairo Symphony in what Dame Malvina describes as “an astounding performance 
in the Sound & Light area by the Sphinx.”

In 2003, the Cathedral’s Director 
of Music retired.  Brian was asked 
to help out over Christmas, and 
then asked to apply for the full-time 
position.  

Former Dean, Peter Beck recalls: 
“Our worship was brilliantly 

enhanced - he had a deep sensitivity 
to spirituality. From Christmas 
Midnight Mass, to our monthly 
contemplative service, to the 
high jinks we got up to in our 
annual Kidsfest services, and the 
hugely popular and fun Children’s 
Christmas Service with Animals, 
to the regular pattern of Choral 
Evensong and Eucharist, he was a 
musical star who had an innate sense 
of the profound and deep meaning 
and intention of our worship.”

He retired more than ten years 

Conductor Dr. John Linker
Featuring Jeremy Woodside (Organ) and Nicola Holt (Soprano) 

 Tickets available through Humanitix, $25.00 and $15.00.
Or at the door (cash only please).

Sung in memory of Brian Law  

Conductor Dr. John Linker
Featuring Jeremy Woodside (Organ) and Nicola Holt (Soprano) 

 Tickets available through Humanitix, $25.00 and $15.00.
Or at the door (cash only please).

Sung in memory of Brian Law  



later, after seeing his beloved Choir tour the UK for more than a month, including 
singing every service of a week in London’s Westminster Abbey and a London 
concert with Dame Malvina and Hayley Westenra.  After the 2011 earthquakes, 
Brian saw his choir firmly ensconced in the Transitional “Cardboard” Cathedral 
and commented his time in the Cathedral brought his career full circle.

More than two full generations of Cathedral Choristers and many of the 
Choir’s adults remember him for his musical brilliance, humour, generous 
sharing of extensive knowledge and vocabulary, and, on occasion, “the look” to 
get attention.  

A vital theme of Law’s life of musical service was mentoring singers.   This 
includes former Cathedral Chorister Christopher Bruerton, now in the King’s 
Singers, and British-born Paul Halley, a Grammy Award-winning classical 
composer, choral conductor, organist, keyboardist and vocalist in Canada. 

Though he had a high public profile, Brian loved the quiet life and countryside.  
He and Dame Malvina purchased ‘Waianiwa’, a small landholding at Greendale, 
where they created a superb garden and enjoyed 18 years together. A popular 
fundraising item for the City Choir was magnificent meals there, catered by 
Brian, before he moved to the outskirts of Oxford, then to Whitecliffs.  

Dame Malvina believes “Brian’s talent was under-utilized, or rather his ability 
could have been better recognized across the world had he chosen to travel, but 
he was content living in New Zealand.”

At heart, Brian Law was a private, even reclusive, deeply erudite and reflective 
man.  He died peacefully at his home at Whitecliffs on Monday, 27 November 
2023. 

We salute Brian Law the legend, polymath and musical virtuoso who practised 
his chosen and demanding craft in three nations, honouring us by coming to live 
in Canterbury, and sharing his vitality, demanding professionalism, commitment 
to musical excellence, deep humanity and generosity.

A few other tributes ...

I will forever be thankful to Brian for the incredible opportunity to come to Christchurch. 
I often look back at my time in the cathedral choir with enormous fondness and gratitude. 
From forming brilliant friendships, to making great music in such a wonderful building, 
to experiencing the beauty of such a wonderful country - none of it would have been 
possible without him. 

I have so many stories - too many to write - but they all have a similar storyline; being 
surrounded by good food, great company and copious amounts of laughter. Where Brian 
is typically at the heart of it all.

And, on the occasions when he wasn’t there, it would be with people who were 
together, in that moment, because of him. 

As a musician and a director, he was up there with the finest I’ve ever had the privilege 
of working with. Always striving for the best, always pushing you to be your best and, in 
the end, always getting the best out of you.

Thanks for everything, Brian. You’ll be greatly missed. 
Rob Cross, Alto Lay Clerk (2006-2008) 



Brian, I never said it at the time but THANK YOU. Your aspiration for the choir, pro-
fessionalism, and high standards that sometimes manifested in us receiving ‘the look’ 
were just what we, the Cathedral Choir, needed and you helped propel so many of us 
forward individually as well as taking the choir to unparalleled heights.

Morgan Simes

Brian was my director of music when I was a choral scholar at the Cathedral during 
my undergraduate studies - a formative time for me. He helped shape me as a singer in 
so many ways: both directly - for instance, supporting me with my first formal singing 
lessons to develop vocal technique; and indirectly - e.g., through his focus on ensemble 
singing, celebrating the importance of all contributions to the choir’s sound, as well as 
his fierce commitment to excellence. 

He challenged me, mentored me, nurtured me and instilled in me a love of choral 
singing that continues to this day. Many of my closest friends are choral singers - 
including some from my time at ChristChurch Cathedral - and whenever I have moved to 
a new city, finding a choir to sing with has been high on my priority list. And I know I am 
not unique in this way that Brian has had an impact on my life. I will always remember 
his generosity, his empathy, his work ethic, sense of style, wicked sense of humour, and 
the amazing energy he had for music and for life. 

James Flewellen

Every once in a while you meet someone who will go on to play a role in your life that 
you could never have envisaged when you first met them.

Since I received news of his passing, I’ve been reflecting on the role that Brian has 
played in my life. The education I received from Brian was about as holistic as one might 
hope for: music, art, literature, theatre, opera, gourmet cheese, fine wine, scotch whisky, 
sports cars, the parallel beauty of Canada and New Zealand, and last, but by no means 
least, the merits of knowing the chef in your favourite thai restaurant to be able to order 
‘the usual’ off-menu dishes. 

I first met Brian in 1997 when I sang at the inauguration of the Town Hall organ. He 
was charming, encouraging and in total control. I was nervous about singing to a full 
house but he always gave the sense that all would be well if you trusted him. I would 
learn that in great depth years later.

Over the years he conducted me in his Cantores chamber choir, City Choir, Opera 
Gala nights and, crucially, the Cathedral Choir. Rehearsals were a finely tuned balance of 
focus, discipline, demand, light-hearted moments and an education in performing a wide 
variety of genres and languages.

When I was the conductor of the Christchurch Boys’ Choir and also the various choirs 
at Burnside High School, Brian would make guest appearances and provide insight and 
encouragement to these young singers and also invaluable mentorship to me on my con-
ducting journey. He gave me a piece of advice I hold onto dearly: there is something to 
learn from watching anyone perform, no matter how good or bad you perceive them to 
be. By saying to yourself, ‘what would I do in that situation?’ or ‘how might I develop 
this phrase?’, we allow ourselves to analyse a situation deeply, discovering the root cause 
of whatever problem we observe and developing our own set of solutions to overcome 
them. This has become a fundamental part of my teaching and mentoring to this day as 



we travel around the world interacting with choirs and conductors of all abilities and 
backgrounds.

Brian was the fourth Director of Music at the Cathedral during my time. It was appar-
ent to those of us who knew him from Cantores or City Choir, that he was unrelenting 
in his pursuit of excellence. The main challenge Brian had was refreshing the back row 
of men. Their loyalty over the decades was one of the reasons Brian had a choir to work 
with in the first place and he was more than aware of that whilst looking to the future. 
More and more young men were brought in over the coming years, a good number from 
overseas too, and by the time 2008 rolled around, we were ready for the first overseas 
tour in the choir’s history. It was a monumental success and proved just how far the choir 
had come under Brian’s stewardship. 

I can genuinely say that I wouldn’t have been a member of The King’s Singers had 
it not been for his input over a period of about seven years in particular. The lessons I 
learned and the tough love I received at times went hand in hand with the most consum-
mate example of professionalism and musical excellence. His reluctance to accept any-
thing other than the very best rubbed off on those within his sphere and a comment of 
encouragement from Brian meant so much more for its rarity and brevity. I was deeply 
moved after our concert in Christchurch in 2018 when we wrote a surprisingly gushing 
email which really floored me.

I suspect it won’t be until I’m back in Christchurch on tour in March, that it’ll hit me 
he’s gone. I have so much to thank him for. On a weekly basis as my colleagues and I 
tackle, at times, fiendishly difficult contemporary music, I have Brian in my ear dispel-
ling any anxiety with a quick jazz reharmonisation of an awkward melodic phrase so 
that it sits completely differently in that new context and when normal service resumes, 
muscle memory can kick in and you’re away laughing. Or the simplicity of performing 
extracts backwards so the ‘return’ journey is all familiar territory. Brian knew how to 
eke out marginal gains from anyone lucky enough to be in his sphere, whether you had 
prepared yourself to be marginally improved or not. 

The true sense of Brian’s achievements in Canada and New Zealand will be reinforced 
for many years to come in the legacy of all the lives of musicians and audiences alike 
that he’s come into contact with. The roll call of performers he’s conducted is beyond 
impressive. He alone had the pulling power to bring artists of international calibre to the 
tiny islands of Aotearoa. 

Brian, we are poorer for your loss but richer for having experienced your generosity, 
wit, charm, musicianship and humanity. I shall always be grateful for the time I had with 
you and will make it my mission in life to be even half the mentor to others as you were 
to me.

Rest in peace, Maestro.
Chris Bruerton
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