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Service Music:  Mass of St Thomas – Derek Holman (1931-2019)
   sung by the Cathedral Choir (with Boy Choristers)

Welcome

An Advent Prose sung by the Lay Clerks of the Cathedral Choir
Please stand to sing the following response between verses sung by the Choir 
(The response is sung first by the Choir):

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember our iniquity for ever: thy holy cities 
are a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: our holy and our beautiful house, where 
our fathers praised thee.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness.

We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, and we all do fade as a leaf: our 
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away; thou hast hid thy face from us: and hast 
consumed us, because of our iniquities.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness.

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen; that ye 
may know me and believe me: I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there is no 
Saviour: and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness.
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Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry: I have blotted out as 
a thick cloud thy transgressions: fear not for I will save thee: for I am the Lord thy 
god, the holy one of Israel, thy Redeemer.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour dowm righteousness.

Presiding Priest:
I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama, me te Wairua Tapu.  Āmine.
  We gather in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Grace and peace to you from God.
God fill you with truth and joy.

Please sit for the The presentation of RSCM Ribbons to Cathedral Choristers

The Advent Candle is then lit.

There are several traditions about the meaning or theme of each candle. The scheme used by the 
Cathedral recognises The Patriarchs & Matriarchs, The Prophets, John the Baptist and The Virgin 
Mary. Each of the four Sundays then reminds us of those who prepared for the coming of Christ: 
‘The Patriarchs & Matriarchs’ who shaped the faith; ‘The Prophets’ who foretold the birth of the 
Messiah; John, who proclaimed the Saviour; and Mary, who bore him in her womb.

With the lighting of the Advent Wreath, we sing together:

Advent candles tell their story
as we watch and pray,
longing for the Day of Glory,
‘Come, Lord, soon,’ we say.
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness 
changed for gladness on that Day. Words: Mark Eary (b. 1965)   Music: Angel Voices

When the Lord comes. he will bring to light the thingsd now hidden in darkness, and 
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess 
our sins. 
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Kneel or sit for a period of silence

Let us confess our sins. 
Merciful God, we have sinned
in what we have thought and said,
in the wrong we have done
and in the good we have not done.
We have sinned in ignorance:
we have sinned in weakness:
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry.
We repent and turn to you.
Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake,
and renew our lives to the glory of your name.    Amen. 

The Kyrie sung by the Choir:
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.

The Absolution:
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and 
keep you in life eternal.  Amen.

Let us pray:

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 
great humility, that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Children and Young People taking part in Kia Kaha’s Friends 
are invited to gather in the new lounge to make Advent Wreaths. Parents are wel-

come. Leaders and parents are asked to wear masks.

Sit for the The First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 read by Paul Marsh
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God
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Remain seated to sing the following verse of Psalm 25  in response to verses sung by 
the Choir (The response is sung first by the Choir):

To you Lord I lift │up my │soul : my God I have │put my │trust in │you.

Make known to me your ways O Lord: and teach me your paths. 
Lead me in the way of your truth and teach me: 
 you are God my saviour for you have I waited all the day long. 

To you Lord I lift │up my │soul : my God I have │put my │trust in │you.

You O Lord are upright and good: therefore you show the path to those who go a│stray. 
You guide the humble to do what is right: and those who are gentle you teach your way. 

To you Lord I lift │up my │soul : my God I have │put my │trust in │you.

All your ways are loving and sure: 
 to those who keep your covenant and your commandments. 
Your friendship O Lord is for those who honour you: 
 and to them you reveal your  covenant. 

To you Lord I lift │up my │soul : my God I have │put my │trust in │you.

The Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 read by Rosemary Allison 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

 Thanks be to God.

Anthem:  E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come
A Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins who loved us all and 
shed his blood that we might saved be. Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty 
God, who was, and is, and is to come. Sing Holy, Holy Lord, rejoice in heaven, all ye 
that dwell within, rejoice on earth, ye saints below. For Christ is coming, is coming 
soon.  E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more. They need no 
light nor lamp nor sun for Christ will be their all!

Words: From Rev 22    Music: Paul Manz (1919-2009)

Stand for The Gospel Acclamation. (The response is sung first by the Choir)



5

Alleluia, Alleluia,  Alleluia!

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

Alleluia, Alleluia , Alleluia! 

The Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 read by Dean Lawrence Kimberley
 

After the announcement:

After the Reading:
 This is the Gospel of Christ.

Sit for The Sermon: Dean Lawrence Kimberley

Silence for reflection

Stand for The Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is,
 seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one being with the Father;
 through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven,
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
  and became fully human.
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge
  the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who in unity with the Father and the Son
 is worshipped and glorified,
 and has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The presiding priest says:
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, giving thanks for God's goodness.

Sit or kneel for The Prayers of the People led by Elizabeth Kimberley

____________________________

THE MINISTRY OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand for The Peace:

Presiding Priest:
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Please share a greeting of peace with those around you.

 E te whānau, we are the body of Christ.
 By one spirit we were baptised into one body.
 Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
 Amen.  We are bound by the love of Christ.
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Offertory Hymn: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear:
 Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel
 shall come to thee, O Israel.
 
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o’er the grave:
 Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel
 shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou  Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight:
 Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel
 shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
 Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel
 shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of Might,
who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:
 Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel
 shall come to thee, O Israel.

Words: Latin Advent Antiphons  
Trans: J. M. Neale (1818-1866)  

Music: Veni Emmanuel
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Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine 
to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God forever.  

God of love and power, your word stirs within us the expectation of the coming of your 
Son. Accept all we offer you this day, and sustain us with your promise of eternal life. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please feel free to sit at any point during The Great Thanksgiving:

 
 
 
 

 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting 
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For when he humbled himself to come among 
us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation.

We sing: 
Confident that your promise will be  fulfilled,
we now watch for the  day
when Christ our  Lord 
will come again in  glory.

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and singing:
 

Sanctus and Benedictus sung by the Choir:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be 
to thee O Lord most high. Amen.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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The Presiding Priest continues:
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. As a mother tenderly gathers her 
children, you embraced a people as your own. When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, in 
whom all our hungers are satisfied. 

On the night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given 
you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples,  and said:  Take, eat, this is my body 
which is given for you; do this to remember me. 

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and 
said: Drink this, all of you,  for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed 
for you  and for many for the forgiveness of sins;  do this as often as you drink it, to 
remember me.

Loving God, we plead with confidence Christ's sacrifice made once for all upon the 
cross; we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he intercedes 
for us at your right hand.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your creation; may 
they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. As we eat and drink these holy 
things in your presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, and build us into a living 
temple to your glory.

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and 
preserve her in peace.  Bring us at the last with all the saints to the vision of that 
eternal splendour for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of 
everlasting praise:

Remain standing as a period of silence is kept.
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Kua akona nei tatou e to tatou Ariki, ka inoi tatou
 E tō mātou Matua i te rangi

 Our Father in heaven,
 Kia tapu tōu Ingoa.

 Hallowed be your name,
 Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.

 your kingdom come,
 Kia meatia tāu e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,

 your will be done,
 kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.

 on earth as it is in heaven.
 Hōmai ki a mātou āianei he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.

 Give us today our daily bread.
 Murua ō mātou hara,

 Forgive us our sins
 Me mātou hoki e muru nei i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.

 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;

 Save us from the time of trial
Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:
 and deliver us from evil.

 Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria,
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours

 Āke ake ake.   Āmine.
 now and for ever.     Amen.

The Presiding Priest continues:
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
 We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread.

The Presiding Priest invites the people, saying:
The gifts of God for the people of God! Take them in remembrance that Christ Jesus 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Communion Sentence: 
You O Lord, will shower your gifts, and our land will yield its fruit.

Please sit or kneel

Agnus Dei sung by the Choir:
O Lamb of God; that takest away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God; that takest away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God; that takest away the sins of the world: Grant us Thy peace.
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All are welcome to receive Communion.  Communion is administered in front of the 
altar in one kind. Gluten free wafers are available at the altar.  

Please indicate to the communion administrant.

During Communion the Choir will sing: Creator of the stars of night
Creator of the stars of night, thy peoples’ everlasting light, Jesu, redeemer, save us 
all and hear thy servants when they call. Thou camest bridegroom of the bride, as 
drew the world to eveningtide, proceeding from a virgin shrine, the son of man yet 
all divine. At thy great name, exalted, now, all knees must bend, all hearts must bow, 
and things in heaven and earth shall own that thou art Lord and King alone. To God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, three in one, laud, honour, might and 
glory be from age to age eternally. Amen.

Music: Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)

After communion, the Presiding Priest says
God for whom we wait, you have fed us with the bread of eternal life. Keep us ever 
watchful, that we may be ready to stand before the Son of man. We ask this in the 
name of Christ the Lord.  Amen.

The Blessing of the Christmas Tree

Please stand for The Blessing 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before 
your path,and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing 
of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you for 
ever.  Amen.

Recessional Hymn:

Lo, he comes, with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign.
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Every eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture
gaze we on those glorious scars!

Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

The Dismissal:
 Haere i runga i te rangimārie i runga i te aroha me te ngākau hihiko ki te mahi ki te Ariki.
 Go now to love and serve the Lord.  Go in peace.
 Amen.  We  go in the name of Christ.

Organ Postlude:  Veni Emmanuel – Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019)

†
You are invited to sit and pray through the organ postlude. 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
and John Cennick (1718-1755)  

Music: Helmsley
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