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Life in the Orange Traffic Light setting: 
On Friday 3 December the government moves the country from the Covid alert level system to the 
Traffic Light system. The government has also signalled that the Canterbury region will be in the 
Orange Traffic Light setting. 
 
Orange means there will be community transmission of the virus with pressure on the health system. 
While the health system is focusing its resources, it can manage primary care, public health, and 
hospitals. There may be an increasing risk for at risk people. 
 
Accordingly, record keeping and scanning continue to be required. Face coverings are madatory on 
public transport, retail, public venues, and encouraged elsewhere. 
 
The Transitional Cathedral will be complying with the Covid-19 Protection Famework – Guidelies for 
places of Worship. 
 
What have our Bishops said? 

• The normative position for worship, events and gatherings, is that they will be fully-
vaccinated. In other words, vaccine certificates will be required to attend services of worship, 
events and gatherings. 

• We have a pastoral responsibility for the care of all people. This responsibility is to both 
vaccinated and non-vaccinated, but particularly to the most vulnerable… We are committed 
to supporting local Churches in finding ways to minister to all. 

 
I note the following statements made by the Roman Catholic Bishops in their pastoral advice to their 
faith community: 

• We believe that churches should be safe places for all people, physically, emotionally 
and spiritually. In the spirit of the Gospel, we also want our churches to be places of 
hospitality and inclusion, open and welcoming to all without prejudice or 
discrimination. 

• We anticipate that parishes will, either singly or in collaboration with neighbouring 
parishes, provide worship opportunities for the vaccinated (requiring proof of 



vaccination) as well as separate gatherings, subject to number restrictions, that will 
be open to vaccinated and unvaccinated alike (no proof of vaccine required). 

 
The present arrangements for public health and well-being are warranted and essential, and 
accordingly the need for vaccination passports at the Transitional Cathedral will need to be the norm 
rather than the exception. 
 
This policy proposal is assuming the Cathedral is operating at the Orange Traffic Light setting and is 
based on the government’s Covid-19 Protection Framework – Guidelines for places of worship. I will 
propose policy settings within the Transitional Cathedral under various headings, especially as this 
building has multiple uses as a place of worship, a place of work, a house of prayer that draws visitors 
and pilgrims to our doors, and a place for public events. The rules may vary slightly depending on 
which functionality is in focus. 
 
In preparing this policy, Chapter is mindful of its reponsibilities under the Health and Safety at Work 
Act 2015. 
 
Please note that in the process of drawing up this proposal, there has been wide consultation across 
the Cathedral community. This policy will be made widely available through the usual communication 
channels. 
 
 
Public Worship 

1. Proof of vaccination will be the norm in the Cathedral and required for services unless an 
exemption has been given for such a service or services. 

2. All choral services will require a My Vaccine Pass for the protection of children who have no 
choice and cannot be vaccinated. For clarity, this means that the building must be closed when 
choir rehearsals begin until the front entrance can be managed to control entry to the 
building. 

3. Choral services will generally be livestreamed. 
4. In the orange setting, with proof of vaccine in place, there is no limit to the number of people 

who can gather. 
5. Volunteers and staff will be recruited to manage the front of house to provide controlled entry 

of those attending public worship. 
6. All those who are involved in leadership roles in these services will be required to be double 

vaccinated. In our case this includes all eligible members of the Cathedral choir and the 
Cathedral Singers, and will include welcomers, sidespeople, vergers, liturgical assistants, 
elegible servers, organists, readers and intercessors, Kia Kaha’s Friends leaders, members of 
Chapter. 

7. A record of attendees will be maintained for all services. This will be done by asking everyone 
to scan using the NZ COVID Tracer app or by recording names manually. 

8. For paid members of staff, regular volunteers who work regularly in the Cathedral, and those 
involved in leadership of worship (including but not limited to sidespeople, welcomers, lay 
liturgical assistants) a paper record of their vaccination passport will be required to be held 
on file. Volunteer worker vaccination passports will be held by the Volunteers Manager, and 
all others by the Cathedral Administrator. 

9. Communion will continue to be given in one kind until further notice. 
10. Face coverings will be expected. 
11. Signage, website notices and social media notices will indicate to attendees whether or not a 

My Vaccine Pass is required. 



12. Serving tea, coffee, and refreshments can resume when the service is operating requiring all 
to have a My Vaccine Pass. Hand sanitisor to be readily available in the kitchen and on tables 
where milk and biscuits are served. 

13. The Dean will offer two services each week open to those who do not have a My Vaccine Pass. 
It is proposed that one of these be Tuesday 12:05 midweek Eucharist. The second will be a 
service at the new time of 12:15pm on Sundays. 

14. When offering these services, there will be no intermingling of people between services. The 
space used will be the nave of the Cathedral. Good ventilation will be required, together with 
2 metre social distancing. The space will be cleaned after the service is completed. 

15. Kia Kaha’s Friends (children’s church) will resume with all those attending who are elegible to 
provide a My Vaccine Pass and scan in using the Nz Covid Tracer app. Face masks will be worn 
by leaders, parents and those over the age of 12, the room will be well ventilated and hand 
sanitisor readily available. 

 
Hygiene at services: 

1. In the orange setting, there is no limit to the number of people who can attend a gathering 
where a My Vaccine Pass is required. In the Transitional Cathedral this means the usual seating 
arrangements will resume. People are encouraged to maintain physical distancing wherever 
possible. 

2. The Peace will continue to be exchanged in a contactless manner. 
3. As the Cathedral engages in singing, the Cathedral will be well ventilated with air vents 

normally being opened during services, and a side door if necessary. When a side door is 
opened care will be taken to ensure members of the public enter the building through the 
front doors. 

4. Those who are unwell will be asked to stay home and seek medical advice. 
5. Face masks will be expected. 
6. Choir members will not be required to wear masks when singing anthems and choral settings, 

but will wear masks at other times including the singing of hymns. 
7. Retiring collections will continue. 
8. Surfaces will be cleaned after use. 
9. Controlled entry to the toilets will continue. 

 
Cathedral as a public venue and place for events: 

1. All events will require all attendees to provide their My Vaccine Pass to enter the building, 
together with asking attendees to scan in using the NZ Covid Tracer app or recording names 
manually. 
 

Pilgrims and Visitors to the Cathedral: 
1. It is the desire of the Dean to enable all who wish to come into the Cathedral as a place of 

prayer and sanctuary, however, there is a need to keep volunteers  and staff safe in their place 
of work. 

2. A My Vaccine Pass will normally be expected to enter the building, but a person without a My 
Vaccine Pass may be asked to wait at the front door until a staff member can come to them. 

3. A place will be provided on site for those who do not have a My Vaccine Pass who wish to 
pray, or to be prayed for. For the time being a cube cabin room may be used for this, or at the 
discretion of the Dean a specific place in the nave of the Cathedral (except the side Chapel). 
Hygiene protocols will be followed in these spaces. There is provision in the garden for a place 
of contemplation. The Choir portacom will not be used for meetings with those who do have 
a My Vaccine Pass. 

4. Staff have the discretion to meet individuals in their office or to use space in a cube cabin or 
the outside environs of the Cathedral. 



5. They also have a discretion to refuse to meet face to face with individuals, but to use a ZOOM 
meeting on the Cathedral ZOOM license or a phone call. 

6. The Cathedral clergy and core care staff members have indicated an openness to meeting with 
all who come. When doing so they will minimise time spent in close contact, wear a face mask, 
remain physically distanced, and meet in a well ventilated space. The space will be cleaned 
following the meeting. 

 
The Cathedral Shop 

1. Regardless of whether the Transitional Cathedral is operating with or without entry requiring 
a My Vaccine Pass, those who operate the shop must maintain 1 metre social distancing. 

2. Wearing face masks in the shop is mandatory. 
 
 
Dean Lawrence Kimberley 
1 December 2021 
 


